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NGLISH  REVIEW, 


For  J  A  N  U  A  R  -Y  1791 


ArAaelogia  Cornu’Britanmca  \  iiTy  An  EJJny  tb  prefirvt 

(the  ancient  Cerni^  Language :  containing  the  Rtidimente  of  that 
DiateO^  in  a  Corni/h  Grammar  and  Cemijb-Englijh  Vocabulary^ 
compiled  from  a  Variety  of  Materials  which  have  been  inacceJIibU 
’  to  all  otb^  Authors.  fVbernn  the  Britijh  Original  of  fome  ithou- 
g  fand  Englijh  fVords  in  common  Ufe  is  demonflrated  j  together  with 
I  that  of  the  Proper  Names  of  mojl  Towns.,  Parses,  Villages^ 
I  Mtrus,  and  Gtntlemeris  Seats  and  Families,  in  PVms,  Comwr.ll, 
I '  Devonfnre,  and  other  Parts  of  England,  By  JVtlliam  Pryce,  M.D. 
I  of  Redruth,  Cornwall,  Author  of  Afineralogia  Cornttbienfs, 
[  Dilly,  1790.  _  ' 

f  . .  '  ■ 

long  and  wordy  title  may  leem  to  fuperfede  the  ne« 
ceffity,  of  aiiy  analyAs  of  the  work  in  our  review  of  it. 
But  we  go  on  to  note  from  the  author  himfelf,  or  (as  he 
modeftly  ftyles  hinifelf)  *  die  editor,'  from  what  quarters  he 
hiu  deriv^  his  materials.  And  we  fliall  thus  give  our  readers 
an  opportunity  of  judging,  by  the  only  fpecimens  that  can  be 
given  from  a  vocabulary  and  a  grammar,  of  the  manner  as  well  as 
matter  of  die  whole. 

*  The  author  fets  out  with  an  aflertion,  that  the  *  dialeA  in 
*  Cornwall  muft  ceitaiidy  have  obtained  that  purity,  for  which 
*  it  is  celebrated,  from  its  immediate  introduiiion  ^  the  Phe* 
*  nician  navigators.*  But  diis  is  falle.  The  PhenU 

ciaas  had  no  commimication  with  the  main  land  of  Britain,  at 
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all.  They  traded  only  to  the  Sylley  ifles.  Nor  did  they  tntrd^ 
duce  the  Briti(h  language,  even  into  them.  They  found  the 
Britons  there,  fpcaking  the  Britilh  language.  And  the  inter- 
courfe  of  the  Phenicians  with  the  Britons  there,  does  not  appear 
to  have  given  a  Jingle  ^ord  to  their  language.  Yet  ‘  hence 

*  we  may  eafily  account,*  adds  our  author,  ‘  for  the  fimilarity 

*  exifting  between  the  Cornifh  and  Armoric-Britifh ;  for  the 
^  coafts  of  Bretagne,  Normandy,  and  Picardy,  are  oppofite  to 
‘  the  (hores  of  Cornwall,  Devon,  &c.  fo  that  the  nrft  Com- 

*  mercial  difeoverers  of  thofe  lands,  in  their  failing  up  the  Bri- 
^  ti(h  channel,  had  equal  opportunities  of  communicating  their 
‘  Graecian  and  Roman  dialects  of  the  Syriac  root.*  I'his  is 
in  the  fame  (train  of  hijlorical  falfenefs,  as  the  pofition  before. 
But  it  is  expanded  into  extravagance  and  abfurdity  here.  That 
any  commercial  adventurers,  ‘  in  failing  up  the  Britilh  channel,* 
(hould  ‘  communicate*  their  own  language  to  both  the  oppofed 
(hores,  when  they  never  traded  with  them ;  (hould  ‘  introduce* 
their  own  language  into  the  countries  of  both,  when  they  never 
planted  any  colonies  among  them ;  and  (hould  do  both,  when  they 
never  failed  up  the  Britijh  channel  at  all:  is  fo  very  abfurd  and 
extravagant,  that  we  cannot  but  notice  it.  Indeed  the  voyages 
of  the  Phenicians  to  the  Sylley  Ifles,  feem  to  have  turned  the 
brains  of  our  Cornifh  and  Iri(h  antiquaries.  Dr.  Borlafe  in* 
eluded  Cornwall  in  tlie  objefts  of  the  Phenician  voyages,  be- 
caufe  forfooth !  it  looks  like  an  ifland  as  feen  from  Sylley ;  when 
what  the  Phenicians  vifited  were  really  iflands,  and  deferibed  by 
Strabo,  the  beft  deferiber  of  thofe  voyages,  as  exaftly  ten  in 
number*  The  Irifh  have  gone  farther,  and  niade  the  Pheni¬ 
cians  the  original  colonifts  of  Ireland.  Dr.  Stukeley  had  made 
them  ■previoufly  the  original  colonifts  of  Britain.  But,  all  the 
while,  thefe  Phenicians  were  no  natives  of  Phenicia,  were  only 
the  Carthaginian  fettlers  in  the  ifle  of  Cadiz,  went  only  to  the 
Sylley  Ifles,  and  only  ftayed  there  to  (hip  a  cargo  of  tin.  On 
fuch  flight  foundations,  does  the  ‘  infaniens  fapientia*  of  anti- 
quarianifm  rear  up  its  monftrous  piles  of  building !  Forgetting 

.  that  allTiiftorical  reafonings  muft  be  fquared  with  a  mathema¬ 
tical  cxa£tncfs,  to  the  few  fadls  of  hiftory ;  they  take  only  the 
genera!  groundwork  of  hiftory,  and  then  wander  away  into  the 
wildernefs  of  romance  for  particulars. 

The  Honourable  Daines  Barrington  has  been  hitherto  thought 
to  have  been  the  laft  man,  who  heard  the  Cornifh  language 
a&ually  fpoken.  But  his  ‘  Dolly  Pentreath*  is  furvived  by 
others,  it  appears.  And  the  honour  of  hearing  ‘  the  laft  words* 
of  expiring  Cornifh,  is  referved  for  fome  perfon  hereafter. 
There  is,  fays  Dr.  P^ce,  a  ^  colloquial  refemblance  to  this 
^  day  fublifting  betwixt  the  Cornifh  on  the  fouth-weftern 
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c  margin  of  the  county,  and  their  oppofite  neighbours  at  Mor* 
laix  and  other  parts  of  Bas  Bretagne,  where  the  low  French 
«  and  the  Cornifli  feem  almoft  one  and  the  fame  dialect.  If  I 
«  had  not  been  otherwife  well  apprized  of  this  fad,  yet  my  opi- 
‘  nion  would  have  been  confirmed,  by  what  I  have  heard  from 

*  a  very  old  man  now  living  at  Moulhole,  near  Penzance,*  the 
very  village  of  Dolly  Pentreath  herfelf ;  ^  who,  I  believe,  is  at 
‘  this  time  the  only  perfon  capable  of  holding  half  an  hoards  converfa^ 

*  tion  on  common  fubje£is^  in  the  Cornijh  tongue.^  And  Dr.  Pryce 
additionally  informs  us  in  another  place  thus :  as  for  the  vulgar 
‘  Cornijh^  it  is  fo  confined  to  the  extreme/i  corner  of  the  county^  and 
^  ’thoje  ancient  perfonsy  who  fiill  pretend  to  jabber  iV,  are  even  there 
‘  {ofew\  the  fpeech  itfelCis  fo  corrupted;  tlvA  the  people  too^ 

^  for  the  moft  part,  are  fo  illiterate ;  that  I  cannot  but  wonder 

*  at  my  patience,  and  afllime  fome  merit  to  myfelf  for  my  fin- 
^  gular  induftry,  in  colleding  the  words  which  I  have  “accu- 
‘,’mulated  from  oral  intelligence  \  efpecially,  as  hardly  any  of  the 

*  perfons  whom  I  have  confulted,  could  give  a  tolerable  account 

*  of  the  orthography,  much  lefs  of  the  etymology  or  derivation, 

‘  of  thofe  words  which  they  ufe.* 

Our  author,  however,  had  more  refpedable  fources  of  in¬ 
telligence.  ‘  So  habitually  inattentive  were  they,*  he  tells  us 
concerning  his  countrymen,  ‘  that  many  years  after  the  difeo- 
«  very  of  this  art,*  of  printing,  ‘  they  never  adverted  to  the 
‘  prefervation  of  the  manuferipts  in  their  language  ;  fo  that  the 
‘  only  manufeript  extant  was  that  found  in  the  Cotton  Li- 
^  •brary,  now  about  800  years  old  ;  from  which  time,  no  other 
‘  manufeript  appears  till  about  the  fifteenth  century,  when  wc 
‘  meet  with  one,  which  exhibits  three  ordinalia  or  interludes, 
**  taken  from  Holy  Writ,  i.  De  origine  Mundiy  2.  Of  the  Pc^fion 

*  of  our  Lor dy  3.  Of  the  Refinreilion.  The  originals  of  thefe 
‘  are  all  in  the  Bodleian  Library,  as'likcwife  one  ordinaUy  of 
‘  the  Creation  of  the  Worldy  and  the  DelugCy  by  William  Jc»rdani 
‘  of  Hellafton,  Anno  1611.  The  fifth  and  laft  book  is  a  poem 
<  entitled  Mount  Calvatyy  on  the  Pajfion  and  Refurre£lion  of  our 
^  Lord  and  Saviour.  This  manufeript,  written  on  vellum,  was 
^  given  by  Mr.  Anftis,  garter  king  at  arms,  to  Mr.  Lhuyd ; 

^  but  when  or  by  what  author  it  was  written,  is  wholly  uncer- 

*  tain;  though  this  copy,  by  the  hand- writing,,  may  alfo  be  at- 
^  tributed  to  tlie  fifteenth  century.!  This  laft  is  faid  after¬ 
wards,  to  be  ^  the  bell  of  the  whole  in  the  Cornifb  tongue.* 
But’  where  the  original  is,  we  are  not  told.  We  fuppofe  it 
however  to  be  equally, with  the  others,  in  the  Bodleian  Library ; 
depofited  there,  by  Mr.  Lhuyd;  and  infpe^led  there,  by  Dr. 
Pryce.  And  we  heartily  wifti  them  to  be  all  pubiiflied.  ’We 
ra^er  wonder  at  Dr.  Pryce  not  publiftiing  them.  They  formed, 

A  t  in  * 


4  jfrchaologiu  Cwrnu-Britimnicd, 

0 

in  our  opinion,  a  neceflary  part  of  his  wholes  And,  as  he  has 
ftrangely  negle£bd  this  emnttal  point  of  his  plan,  and  is  now 
gone  to  a  region  of  more  awful  thoughts  and  more  folemn  ac« 
tions,  we  (hould  be  glad  to  fee  fome  other  Comifhman,  exe¬ 
cuting  it  for  him.  Thefe  only  books  in  the  Corntjh  languagOy  would 
moft  probably  add  little  to  our  ftock  of  knowledge.  But  they 
would  certainly  enlarge  our  fund  of  amufement,  antiquarian, 
hiftorical,  and  fpeculative. 

In  1700  ‘  Mr.  Lhuyd^  of  Oxford  ^  coming  into  Cornwall 

*  profelledly  on  this  bufincfs,^  of  ftudying  the  language,  ^  it 
^  made  Mr.  Tonkin^  Mr.  Keigwin,  Mr.  Gwavas,  and  feveral 
^  other  Cornifh  gentlemen,  very  folicitous  to  promote  his  fuc- 

cefs  by  all  the  affiftance  in  their  power,  which  was  not  incon- 
‘  (iderable ;  as  from  a  ftrong  prepoflTeffion  in  favour  of  their 
^  native  language,  they  were  exceedingly  zealous  in  the  caufe, 
‘  and  diligent  in  their  endeavours  to  reftorc  this  objeft  of  their 

*  veneration  to  its  former  honours.’  But  ‘  Mr.  Lhuyd’s  death 

*  in  1709  fruftrated  his’  and  their  ‘  good  intentions’'  in  part, 
he  living  only  to  publifh  a  Cornifh  grammar,  and  to  promife  a 
Cornifh-Englifh  vocabulary;  ‘  which  muft  have  been  the 
‘  greateft  lofs  to  this  purfuit,  that  it  ever  had  or  ever  will  meet 
‘  with,  on  account  of  his  profound  learning,  and  fineular  attacH- 

*  ment  to  the  recovery  of  our  primitive  language.  In  his  hands, 

*  particularly  fitted  as  he  was  for  the  undertaking,  and  fupplied 
‘  with  every  eflential  article  of  erudition  from  furroundihg  li« 

*  braries,  not  only  the  recovery  of  this  dialect  would  have  been 

*  efFedled,  but  it  would  have  been  adorned  with  every  elegancy 
and  improvement,  from  the  unceafing  labours  of  fuch  a  con- 

*  fummate  philologift.’  And  with  this  eulogium  upon  Mr. 
Lhuyd  we  do  moft  cordially  concur,  efteeming  his  ^  Archsedo- 
^  gia  Britannica,’  to  be  an  invaluable  work  for  the  Britifh 
linguift. 

>  *  Soon  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Lhuyd,  all  his  manufeript  col- 

*  legions  were  furrendered  to  the  cuftody  of  Sir  Thomas  Se- 
‘  bright,  who  died  in  1736.  His  heir  being  a  minor  of  tenctr 
^  years,  and  the  truftecs  unmindful  of  fuch  things,  as  were  not 

obvioufly  and  immediately  conneifted  with  the  benefit  of  their 

*  charge ;  thofe  colle<ftions  were  eventually  buried,  and  loft  to 
^  all  future  public  infpe<ftion.’  This  is  not  truly  £aid,  as  Dr.  Bor- 
lafe  actually  infpeded  them.  ^  I  had  the  favour  of  perufing,’ 
he  fays,  p.  413,  edit,  ad,  ^  all  the  manuferipts  relatingto  cty- 
‘  mology,  which  could  be  found  in  die  library  of  Sir  Thomas 

Sebright,  Bart,  where  the  literary  remains  of  Mr.  Lhuyd  were 
thou^t  to  have  been  depofitea.  Among  them  I  met  with 
^  an  imperfed  EngUJb-ComiJb  vocabulary,  and  in  the  other  feat- 
'  S  tered  memorandums  I  found  feveral  Cornifli  words,  v^ich  in 

‘  the 
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«  the  foDowing  work  arc  infertedj  but  the  ComiJh-EngVtJh  voca- 

*  biliary,’  of  which  Mr.  Lhuyd  himfelf  had  faid  at  the  end  of 
his  Cornilh  grammar,  that  he  had  gone  great  lengths  in  the 
formation  of  it,  and  that  he  muft  defer  the  publication  of  it  till 
he  publiftied  his  next  volume,  *  was  not  among  thofe  papers, 

*  and  therefore  is  fuppofed  to  be  loft.’  And  the  papers  ot  Mr. 
Lhuyd  therefore  ^e  not,  as  Dr.  Pryce  very  erroneoufly  ftates 
them  to  be,  fequeftcred  by  the  truftees  from  all  infpection  of 

.  the  public.  The  power  of  the  truftees  Toon  ceafed.  Their 
charge  aded  for  himfelf,  and  Dr.  Borlafe  was  allowed  to  infpedl 
the  papers.  And  the  grand  work  either  never  came  into  the 
hands  of  the  firft  Sir  Thomas,  or,  in  the  period  between  his 
death  in  1736  and  Mr.  Lhuyd’s  in  1709,  was  lent  out  by  him 
for  the  prefent  infpedion  of  fome  one,  who  was  not  honeft  or 
careful  enough  to  return  it. 

*  About  Ae  fifteenth  year  of  this  century,  the  public  expec- 

*  tation  was  turned  towards  Mr.  Hals  of  Fenton  Gymps,  who 

*  profeiled  a. warm  affection  for  the  dialeft  of  his  country,  and 
^  took  uncommon  pains  to  heap  together  a  mafs  of  words, 

*  which  he  entitled  Lbadymer  ay  Kernow^  or  the  Cornifh  inter- 

*  preter,— a  moft  ftrange  hodge-podge  of  Hebrew,  Greek,  La- 

*  tin,  and  Brittfh  words,  confufedly  heaped  together,  and  in  fuch 

*  a  manner  as  not  only  to  fliew  his  want  of  metiiod^  but  alfo  to 

*  expofe  his  great  deficiency  in  thofe  learned  languages,  which 
^  he  lugged  in  to  fupport  and  illuftrate  his  etymology ;  it  being 
^  common  with  -him  to  write,  tempore  regnum  Augujius^  ojiium 
^  fiuvius^  &c.’  This  cenfure  of  Hals  might  have  been  much 
farther,  extended.  Numbers  have  equal  ignorance  in  Latinity 
with  him.  But  perhaps  no  writer  was  ever  fo  thoroughly  de¬ 
prived  of  all  power  ofjudgment,  as  he  was.  We  fpeak  with  a 
reference,  not  to  his  Cornifh  Interpreter,  which  we  have  never 
feen,  as  being  only" in  manufeript  yet;  but  to  a  work,  that 
we  are  amazed  Dr.  Pryce  has  not  mentioned,  as  being  conge¬ 
nial  with  his  own  in  all  the  nominal  etymons,  his  Parochial 
Hiftory  of  Cornwall,  printed  alphabetically  up  to  the  parifh  of 
Gluvias  included.  And  he  appears  to  us,  as  a  man,  in  all  ob¬ 
jects  of  judgment, 

Tribus  Anticyris  caput  tnfanabiU  reddens 

Tonfori  Licino. 

# 

^  About  the  time  of  Mr.  Lhuyd’s  demife,  Meffieurs  Tonkin, 

‘  Keigwin,  and  Gwavas,  with  other  aftbeiates,  kept. up  a  cor- 

*  refpondence  in  their  native  tongue,  as  well  as*  they  could ;  by 
^  colle&ing  all  the  mottoes,  proverbs,  and  idioms,  on  which 

*  thev  could  lay  their  hands.  In  this  colle£tion  Mr.  Tonkin 

*  took  the  lead,  being  determined  to  publifh  a  Cornilh  word- 

A  3  <  book, 
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^  book,  in  his  then  propofed  hiftory  and  antiquities  of  Cornwall, 

*  illuftrated  in  three  volumes  quarto;*  of  which  he  aftually 
wrote  one  volume  in  folio  and  one  in  quarto,  though  Dr,  Prycc 
fecms  to  know  nothing  of  it,  as  a  parochial  hiftory  of  Corn¬ 
wall  ;  and  of  which  a  part  of  the  fecond,  or  quarto  volume, 
was  accidentally  refeued  from  plumb-cake  and  pies  a  few  years 
ago,  and  is  ftill  preferved,  '  But  being  a  perfon  of  a  deful- 
‘  tory  turn,  and  meeting  with  many  vexations  and  difficulties 

*  in  the  world,  he  died  before  he  had  compleated  the  work*  of 
the  word-book,  ^  He  left  indeed  a  large  mafs  of  manufeript 
‘  books,  but  they  were  thrown  together  without  any  fort  of 
‘.order  or  connexion*.  Had  this  gentleman  been  as  happy  and 
‘  fteady  in  his  difpofition,  as  he  was  dlftinguiflied  by  his  learn- 
‘  ing  and  genius ;  his  abilities  would  have  enfured  applaufe,  far 
‘  fUperior  to  the  coldnefs  of  fimple  approbation.*  This  pane¬ 
gyric  is  well  exprefled  ;  but,  we  fear,  is  too  highly  raifed.  We 
have  perufed  the  remains  of  his  Parochial  Hiftory, ‘with  great 
attention, •  And  we  cannot  fubferibe  to  the  full,  force  of  this  / 
praife;  he  being  a  man  of  reading,  a  man  of  information,  and 

a  man  of  judgment,  without  much  range  of  knowledge,  with-  ^ 
out  any  reach  of  thought,  and  without  any  radiation  of  fpirit,  ? 

‘  Mr.  T«nkin  was  aflifted  in  this  undertaking,  by  the  cri-  1 

‘  tical  knowledge  and  induftry  of  Williarri  Gwavas,  Efq;  who  ^ 

‘  was  indefatigable  in  collecting  and  afeertaining  words,  for  his  ^ 

‘  ufe  and  arrangement.  Mr.  Martin  Keigwin  likewife,  and  his 
‘  fon  Mr.  John  Keigwin,  both  inhabitants  of  the,  little  fiftiing 
‘  village  of  Mouftiole,  and  who  had  fucked  in  the  broken  dia- 
‘  le£t  with  their  milk,  were  ready  upon  all  cccafions  to  clear  up 

*  any  doubts  that  might  arife;  and  were  generally  fortunate, 

‘  in  removing  thofe  difficulties,  which  embarrafled  the  other 
‘  gentlemen.  The  refult  of  this  coalition,  was  an  alphabetical 

‘  arrangement  of  words ;  not  however  in  the  manner  of  the  ‘ 

‘  vocabulary  found  in  the  Cotton  Library,  which  is  exceedingly  i 
‘  devious  and  irregular,  being  written  throughout  in  continued 
‘  lines,  without  any  refpedl  to  order  and  verbal  diftribution.  J 
‘  In  confequence  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Tonkin,  this  colledion  ^ 
‘  muft  have  lain  fome  time  fubjedl  to  the  caprice,  of  his  de-  ? 

‘  feendants,  who  were  illiterate  women,*  and  who  even  left  the  ^ 

two  volumes  of  his  Parochial  Hiftory,  we  believe,  in  a  clofet 
within  the  kitchen  of  his  late  houfe,  to  be  ufed  as  wafte  paper 
by  the  fervants  of  his  fucceflbr ;  ‘  arid  was  therefore  liable  to 
‘  much  lofs  and  mutilation,  till  it  was  taken  into  the  protedlion 
‘  of  the  late  Robert  Hoblyn  of  Nanfwhidden,  Efq;  in  whofe 
‘  celebrated  library  it  met  with  a  fafe  afylum. .  It  was  afterwards 
‘  taken  thence,  and  committed  to  my  truft,  by  favour  of  the  r 
‘  late  John  Quicke,  Efq;  who  married  the  reli(ft  of  Mr.  Hoblyn,  i 

‘  and 
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*  and  who,’  with  reiterated  expreflions  of  his  wifli  to  fee  it 
‘  warmed  into  life,  configned  it  to  my  care,  for  corre<Sfion, 
‘  additions,  and  publication ;  to  which  end  I  pledged  mv  dili- 

*  gence  and  application,  with  whatever  affiftance  1  could  pro- 

*  cure  from  the  manufcripts  before  mentioned,  together  with 

*  Ibme  detached  papers  from  Mrs.  Veal  the  daughter  of  Mr. 

*  Gwavas,  from  Mrs.  Mary  Uftick  the  widow  of  the  Rev, 

*  Henry  Uftick  of  Breage,  and  from  the  papers  of,*  Dr.  Pryce 
fhould  have  faid,  from  ‘  Mr.  John  Bofons  of  Newlyn,’  three 
fets  of  papers  all  mentioned  and  confulted  by  Dr.  Borlafr.  *  I 

*  alfo  applied  to  Mifs  Fofs,  the  reprefentative  of  her  grandfather 

*  Thomas  Tonkin,  Efq.  for  the  ufe  of  his  other  manufcripts } 

*  to  which  I  had  accefs,  and  from  which  I  extradled  all  that  I 

*  could  find  valuable,  in  that  rich  mafs  of  indigefted  nuterials.* 
Thefe  manufcripts  Dr.  Borlafe  alfo'  faw,  then  in  the  hands  of 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Collins,  Vicar  of  St.  Erth;  and  they  contained 

*  a  tranfeript  of  the  manufcripts  now  in  the  Bodleian  Library, 

*  in  Corniflt  and  Englifh,  which  were  copied  under  the  direc- 
‘  don  of  the  late  Mr.  Lhuyd,  at  the  inftance  of  Mr,  Tonkin, 

*  who  intended  to  print  them*.*  And  we  therefore  wonder  the 
more  at  Dr*  Pryce  not  printing  them,  when  they  were  prepared 
for  the  prefs  by  Mr.  I'onkin,  and  lay  ready  to  his  h^ds  in 
Cornifh  and  Englijh, 

‘  The  manufeript  groundwork  of  my  undertaking  being  dius 

*  acknowledged,  1  muft  alfo  confefs  my  implicit  fubmiffion  to 
*■  the  works  of  Mr.  Lhuyd,  and  of  the  late  Dr.  William  Bor* 

*  lafe ;  who  in  the  interval,  between  the  death  of  Mr.  Tonkin 

*  and  his  paper's  being  delivered  into  my  cuftody,  pubiifhed  at 

*  the  end  of  his  Antiquities  of  Cornwall,  an  epitomifed  vocabu- 

*  lary,  which  has  furnifhed  a  few  ufeful  addidons  to  my  larger 

*  colleddon.  It  is  likewife  with  Angular  fatisfadtion,  that  l  ac* 

‘  knowledge"my  obligations  to' the  Rev.  Mr.  Whitaker  of  Ruan 

*  Lanyhorn,  for  his  communicadons  and  his  criticifins  on  the 

*  Britifh  language ;  a  gendeman,  whofe  warm  defence  oS  our 

*  ancient  tongue  deferVes  the  grateful  applaufe  of  his  country.* 

In  order  to  render  his  work  with  all  thefe  affiftances,  *  fo  full 

*•  and  complete  as  to  engage  the  approbadon  of  the  publick,  and 

*  as  the  curious  nature  of  the  undertaking  demands,* '  Dr.  Pryce 

*  determined  to  make  it  a  digeft  of  the  Cornifh-Britilh  lan- 

*  guage,  by  introducing  in  the  Firft  Part  the  marrow  of  Mr. 

*  Lhuyd’s  Grammar,  widi  fome  addidons,  in  which  are  incor> 

*  porated  his  inftru^ons  far  rea^g  of  old  Bridlh  manufcripts.* 


*  Borlafe,  p.  414. 
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This  was  what  Dr.  Borlafe  recommended  to  be  done,  diou^ 
Dr.  Pryce  has  not  noted  his  recommendation.  And  with  equal 
hlence  he  has  publilhed  at  the  end  of  it,  that  very  tale  in  mo- 
•dem  Cornifti,  which  Dr.  Borlafe  equally  recommended  to  be 
publilhed  with  it.  We  pretend  not  to  judge  critically  concern¬ 
ing  the  Grammar }  but  believe  it  to  be  a  very  good  one.  Chily 
Dr.  Pryce  has,  in  p.  5  of  the  Grammar,  printed  that  word  as 
rrgionem,  which  the  argunient  required  to  be,  and  Mr.'  Lhuyd 
•had  printed,  rngionem. 

The  fecond  part  contains  my  vocabulary,  conililing  of  fe- 
•*  veral  thoufand  words,  colle^d  and  arranged  from  the  mate- 
f  rials  already  mentioned.  This  hath  emploj'cd  the  labour  of 
‘  mwy  years ;  and  perhaps  a  work  of  a  drier  kind  hath  leidom 
*  been  undertaken,  by  any  harmlefr  drudge  whomibever.*  This 
is  the  main  and  capital  piece  in  the  work.  And  we  believe  it 
.on  examination,  to  be  executed  with. great  knowledge  and  great 
judgment.  We  have  only  obferved  one  miftake  in  it ;  Boudxhi^ 
which  is  interpreted  a  cowhoufe  and  a  fold  by  Dr.  Borlafe,'  be- 
.  ing  interpreted  merely  a  fold  by  Dr.  Pryce;  when  it  is  aftually 
compounded  of  Bo  a  cow  and  TJhel  a  houfe,  and  could  never 
have  fignified  a  fold,  if  it  had  not  preyioufly  imported  a  cow- 
faoufe. 

■  ‘  The  third  and  laft  part  confifts  of  the  Cornilh  proper  names, 
‘  of  hundreds,  parilhes,  villages, .  &c.’  But  this  part  is  very 
poorly  executed.  Dr.  Pryce  is  often  as  imprudent  and  iniudir 
oous,  as  Hals  himfclf ;  tinftaking  the  fainud  names  of  villages 
and  parilhes  for  local  and  Cornilh,  and  fo  afling  juft  as  abfurdly, 
as  if  a  Greek  critick  Ihould  derive  St.  Peter’s  at  Exeter  or  at 
Weftminfter,  from  the  Pttra  or'  rock  bn  which  either  may  be 
founded.  And,  even; in  names  really  Cornilh  and  local,  hre  has 
forgotten  that  very  found  advice,  which  Mr.  Tonkin  gives  in 
one  part  of  Dr.  Pryce’s  own  work ;  ‘  the  fltuation  of  places 
«  ought  to  be  cohfidered,  and  Aat  to  determine  the  true  lignii 
‘  lication,  without  .which  it  is  .impolHble  to  be  ever  right.’  The 
reviewer  of  this  article  has  experimentally  found  this  advice  to 
be  juft,  and  this  warning- to. be.true,  And  he  therefore  recom¬ 
mends  it  in  full  confidence,  to  all'local  etymologifts. 

‘  This  is  frdlowed  by  tlw  Creed,  Pater  Nofter,  and  Dcca- 

*  loo-ue,  in  both  ancient  and  modern  Cornilh ;  and  alfo  Mottoes, 
«  P^erbs,  and  Sayings,  in  the  yulMr  Cornilh  ;  with  the  lift 

*  correfpondehce  between  Mr.  Lhuya  and  Mr.  Tonkin.’^  From 
this  correfpondence,  among  oftier  pointt  more  immediately  re¬ 
lative  to  the  Cornilh  language,^  it  appears  that,  wheq  Mr.Lnuyd 
came  into  Cornwall,  he  ‘  travelled '  with  his  three  companions 

*  (with  Icnapfacks  on  -fticir  backs)  on  foot,  for  the'  better 

.  *  fiarebing 
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*  fearching  for  (imples,  viewing  and  taking  draughts  of  every 
‘  thing  remarkable,  and  for  that  reafon  prying  into  every  hole 

♦  and  corner.’  An  alarm  was  raifed  againft  them  as  thieves. 
They  were  even  taken  up  for  thieves  at  Helfton,  and  carried 
before  a  juftice  of  peace.  There,  however,  Mr.  Lhuyd  pro¬ 
duced  a  ietter  which  he  had  in  his  pocket,  from  Mr.  Tonkin 
to  Mr.  Chancellor  Pennick.  The  juftice  was  afhamed  of  the 
buhnefs,  arjd  treated  them  very  handfomely.  And,  when  after^ 
wards  Mr.  Lhuvd  went  from  Cornwall  into  Bretagne,  he  was 
there  arrefted  for  an  Engliih  fpy  by  the  intendant  of  Breftj 
for  which  Dr.  Pryce  ftioufd  alfo  have  referred  his  reader,  to  a 
letter  of  Mr.  Lhuyd’s  in  Rowland’s  Mona  Antiqua,  p.  315-316, 
^it.  2d.  But  he  did  not  know  of  it,  we  fuppofe. 

Such  is  the  work,  that' we  have  analyfed!  We  have  faid 
fufficient  to  recommend  it,  to  all  who  are  curious  about  the 
Britilh  language  in  general,  and  the  Cornifh  in  particular.  And 
we  need  only  add  at  the  clofe,  that  on  the  whole  it .  has  our 
warm  approMtion  for  the  manner^  and  our  high  applaufe  for  the 
matter^  of  it. 


Art,  II.  '  Reliqifts  of  Jrijh  Poetry',  confifling  'of  Heroic  Poems, 
Odes,  Elegies,  and  Sengs,  tranflated  into  Englijh  Verje.:  with 
Elotes  explanatory  and  hijlorical ;  and  the  Originals  in  the  Irijh 
Charalier.  To  which  is  fubjoined  an  Irijh  Tale.  By  Mifs  Brooke, 
4to.  i6s.  Dublin,  print^.  1789, 


1 


haye  before  had  occafion  to  remark  that  the  Irilh  have, 
*  -  on  niany  occaftons,  exprefled  an  unufual  warmth  in  be¬ 
half  of  the  writers  and  heroes  of  their  country,  and  a  great 
jealoufy  at  the  low  eftimation  in  which  they  apprehend  them  to 
be  rated.  We  are  now  again  ready  to  acknowledge  how  much 
reafon  they  have  for  both :  and  if  a  generous  ardour  in  behalf  of 
their  opprefled  country  needs  any  apology,  the  too  little  eftima- 
tibn  in  which  it  has  been  held  is  more  than  a  fufficient  one. 
The  lady  to  whom  the  world  is  indebted  for  the  work  under 


#  ConGderation  is  alone  fufficient  to  refeue  a  nation  from  the  ob- 


Joquy  of  dulnefs,  Were  (uch  a  perfon  neceflary.  But  the  ta- 
1  fents  of  the  Irilh,  in  every  fpecies  of  compofition,  can  never  be 
it'  while  the  names  of  Ulher,  Abernethy,  Swift,  and  Grat- 

remain.  To  the  two  latter,  conGdered  as  patriots,  and 
^  orator,  we  ought  to  aflbeiate  a  Flood.  Yet,  with 
J  T  fubmiffion,  we  muft  repeat  that  we  can  fancy. a  greater  joren^fi 
and  dejicacy  on  this  fubjeft  than  the  faft  authorifes.  We  know 
?vcr  been  fufpe^led  that  pur  Gftcr  kingdom  was 
7  :  inferior 


lO  Reliques  of  Irljh  Poetijm 

inferior  in  intclk£l,  or  ‘  that  (he  had  lefs  claim* to  fcientific 

*  than  military  fame.’  If  an  ignorance  of  our  language,  a  total 
want  of  education,  and  indifference  to  every  thing  beyond  fa- 
tlsfying  the  mere  necellities  of  nature  (all  perhaps  arifuig  from 
the  oppreffed  ftate  of  their  country),  (hpuld  chara6lerife  the  la* 
bouring  emigrants  to  England,  and  give  rife  to  the  impuution 
of  Beotian  dulnefs,  and  a  variety  of  proverbial  pleafantries,  can 
theie  be  confidered  as  deferiptive  of  a  nation  ?  Can  the  cir* 
cumftance  need  an  explanation,  or  can  it  be  neoeffary  to  obferve 
that  the  well  educated  of  all  countries  muft  be  nearly  on  a  level, 
and  only  diftingullhed  by  the  degree  of  induftry  that  the  tern* 
parature  of  the  climate,  or  the  cuffoms  of  the  inhabitants  may 
induce.  But  without  dwelling  on  this  part  of  our  fubjeft,  let 
VS’ conclude  it  in  the  words  of  our  fair  writer,  in  ^hich  we 
heartily  concur.  ‘  As  yet,’  fays  (he,  ‘  we  are  too  little  known 

*  to  our  noble  neighbour  of  Britain ;  were  we  better  acquainted, 

*  we  (hould  be  better  friends.  The  Britifh  mufe  is  not  yet  in- 
^  formed  (he  has  an  elder  fifter  in  this  ifle  ^  let  us  then  intro* 
^  duce  them  to  each  ocher !  together  let  them  walk  abroad  from 
^  their  bowers,  fweet  ambaffadreffes  of  cordial  union  between 
^  two. countries  that  feem  formed  by  nature  to  be  joined  by 
^  every  bond  of  intereft  and  amity.  Let  them  entreat  of  Bri- 
^  tain  to  cultivate  a  nearer  acquaintance  with  her  neighbouring 

*  ifle.  Let  them  conciliate  for  us  her  efteem,  and  her  affeftion 
^  will  follow  of  courfe.  Let  them  tell  her,  that  the  portion  of 

*  her  blood  that  flows  in  our  veins  is  rather  ennobled  than  dif- 

*  graced  by  the  mingling  tides  that  defeended  from  our  heroic 

*  anceftors.  Let  them  come ; — ^but  will  they  anfwer  to  a  voice 

*  like  mine?’— Can  they  refufe  to.  hear  the  voice  of  the 
charmer,  charm  (he  never  fo  fweetly?  No,  fweet  lady!  you 
have  introduced  us  to  a  mufe  venerable  from  antiquity,  but 
ftUl  blooming  with  charms  which  you  have  enriched  with  tafte 
and  elegance ;  and  have  convinced  us  that  (he  has  in  yourfelf  a 
daughter  worthy  of  fuch  a  mother. 

After  this  converfation  with  our  author,  let  us  return  to  our 
readers,  who,  we  can  afTure  them,  will  not  be  diffatisfied  \yith 
us  when  as  well  acquainted  with  Mifs  Brooke  as  ourfelves. 
We  have  perufed  all  the  poems  with  pleafure,  and  admired 
equally  her  tafte  in  fele(ftlng,  and  judgment  in  tranflating  them. 
But  we  are  not  to  fuppofe  this  lady  one  of  ‘  thofe  who  tranflate, 

*  but  cannot  write.’  She  has  convinced  us  of  the  contrary  by 
an  original  poem,  founded  on  an  event  that  does  equal  honour 
to  the  age  of  which  it  is  recorded,  and  to  the  choice  of  the 
poet. 

The  laudable  fpirit  of  patriotifm  which  animates  Mifs  Brooke 
has  not  only  infpired  her  with  the  genuine  warmth  of  poetry, 

but 
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but  made  her  eloquent  in  difplaying  the  beauties  of  her  origin 
ginals.  She  avoids,  however,  entering  into  an  biftorical  detail 
of  Irifh  poctnr,  referring  the  reader  to  the  writings  of  Meffrs, 
0‘HJloran,  0‘Conor,  and  Valancy.  Some  notes  arc  added  to 
illuftrate  different  paflages,  where  the  fubjed  requires  it ;  and 
each  poem  is  introduce  by  an  explanatory  preface.  The  fe- 
le<aion  confifts  of  heroic  poems,  odes,  elegies,  and  fongs* 
Other  fpecies  remain  unattempted  by  tranflation,  particularly 
the  Romance  which  is  faid  to  unite  the  fire  of  Homer  with  the 
wildnefs  of  Ariofto,  and  which  we  hope  our  author  will  next 
undertake.  As  a  fpecimen  of  the  heroic  poems,  we  (hall  pro¬ 
duce  the  following,  being  the  lamentation  of  Cucullin  over  the 
body  of  his  fon  Conloch,  whom  he  had  killed  in  finglc  combat, 
without  knowing  him,  through  the  artifices  of  his  mother : 

«  Alas !  alas  for  thee, 

O  Aife’s  haplefs  fon  ! 

And  Oh,  of  fitcs  the  moft  undone,  . 

My  child !  my  child  !  woe,  tenfold  woe  to  me ! 

Alas  !  that  e*er  thefe  fatal  plains 
Thy  valiant  fteps  receiv’d  ! 

And  oh,  for  Cualnia’s  wretched  chief 
What  now,  alas !  remains. 

What,  but  to  gaze  upon  his  grief! 

Of  his  foie  fon,  by  his  own  arm  bereaved ! 

O  had  I  died  before  this  hour!— 

My  loft,  my  lovely  child ! 

Before  this  arm  my  Conloch’s  arm  oppos’d ; 

Before  this  fpear  againft  him  was  addreli ; 

.  Before  thefe  eyes  beheld  his  eyelids  clos’d. 

And  life’s  warm  ftream  thus  ifluing  from  his  breaft ! 

-  Then,  Death,  how  calmly  had  I  met  thy  power ! 

Then,  at  thy  worft  of  terrors/  had  I  fmil’d ! 

«  « 

Could  fate  no  other  grief  devife 
No  other  foe  provide  ?— 

Oh !— could  no  arm  but  mine  fuSice 
To  pierce  my  darling’s  fide! — 

My  Conloch !  ’tis  denied  thy  father’s  woe 
Even  the  fad  comfort  of  revenge  to  know  !— 

To  rufti  upon  thy  murderer’s  cruel  bi^aft. 

Scatter  his  limbs,  and  rend  his  haughty  creft !— . 

While  his  whole  tribe  in  blood  (hould  quench  my  rage^ 

And  the  dire  fever  of  my  foul  affuage ! 

The  debt  of  vengeance  then  (hould  well  be  paid. 

And  thoulands  the  vi&ims  of  thy  (hade  I 
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•  Rtliqua  if  Irijh  P«t^, 

‘UltOTiian  knights !  ye  glory  of  our  age'!’ 

Well  have  ye  fcap’d  a  Frantic  father’s  rage ! 

That  not  hyjou  this  fatal  fieW  is  won ! 

hat  not  hy  you  I  lofe  my  lovely  fon ! 

Ohl  dearly  elfe  fliould  all  your  lives  abide 
The, trophies  from  my  Conloch’s  valour  tom  ; 

And  your  red-branch,  in  deeper  crimibn  dy’d, 

*  The  vengeance  of  a  father’s  arm  ihould  mo^rn ! 

O  thou  loft  hope  of  my  declining  years !  ""  "  * 

'O  cruel  winds  that  drove  thee  to  this  coiift !  '  * 

‘  Alas!  could Deftiny  afford 

•  No  other  arm,  no  other  fword, 

•  In  Lein fter  of  the  pointed  fpenrs,  ^  . 

.On  Munfter’s  plains,  or  in  fierce  Croathan’s,  ghoft. 
To  quench  in  blood  my  filial  light, 

And  fpare  my  arm  the  deed,  tny  eyes  the  fight ! 

O  had  proud  India’s  fplendid  plain 
Beneath  thy  prowefs  bled, 

There;  funk  on  heaps  of  boftile  flain. 

Had  thy  brave  fpirit  fled. 

That  then  hmania  might  die  deed  purfue. 

And,  for  thy  fate,  exaft  the  vengeance  due  !. 
Expiring  millions  had  thy  fahfom  paid,  .  * 

And  the  wild  frenzy  of  my  grief  allay’d !  ’ 

O  that  to  Lochlin’s  land  pf  fnows 
My  fon  had  ftecr!d  his  courfe! 

Or  Grecian  fhores,*or  Perfian  foes. 

Or  Spain,  or  Britain’s  force !  - 

There  had  he  fallen/ amidft' his  fame, 

I  yet  the  lofs  could  bear; 

Nor  horror  thus  would  ftiake  my  frame, 

•  Nor  forrow  be— defpair !—  .  ' 

.  .4  ;  \ 

Why  was  it  not  in  Sora’s  barbarous  lands 
My  lovely  Conloch  fell  ? 

Dr  by.  fierce  Piftifti  chiefs,  whofe  ruchlefs  bands 
Would  joy  the  cruel  tale  to  tell  ; 

Whofe.  fouls  are  train’d  all  pity  to  fubdue  ; 

Whofe  favage  eyes  unmov’d  that  form  could  view ! 

Rejoice,  ye  heroes  of  Albania’s  plains ! 

(While' yet  I  live,  my  conquering  troops  to  lead)^ 
Rejoice,  that,  guiltiefs  of  the  deed. 

Your  happy  earth  remains ! 

And  you,  ye  chiefs  of  Galia's  numerous  hofts ; 

'  ^lefs  the  kind  fate  that  fpar’d  your  favour'd  coafi ! 
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But  what  for  me — for  me  is  left ! 

Of  mocct  and  dearer  far  than  life,  bereft  1 
Doom’d  to  yet  unheard -of  woe ! 

A  father,  doom’d  to  pierce  his  darling’s  fide. 

And,— oh !  with  blallcd  eyes  abide 
To  fee  the  laft  dear  drops  of  filial  crimfon  flow ! 

Alas ! — my  trembling  limbs !— my  fainting  frame  !«• 

Grief  1— is  it  thou  ?— 

O  conquering  Grief!— 1  know  thee  now! 

Well  do  thy  fiuT effcdls  my  woes  proclaim  ; 

Poor  viftor! — fee  thy  trophies,  where  they  lie! 

Walh  them  with  tears !— then  lay  thee  down  and  die ! 

Why,  why,  O  Aifc !  was  thy  child 
Thus  cruelly  beguird  I  . 

Why  to  ray  Conloch  did’ft  thou  not  Impart 
The  fatal  fecret  of  his  father’s  art  ? 

.  To  warn  him  to  avoid  the  deadly  fnare. 

And  of  a  combat  on  the  waves  beware. 

Alas!  I  fink— my  failing  fight 
'  Is  gone !— ’tis  loft  in  night !  • 

Clouds  and  darknefs  round  me  dwell ! 

Horrors  more  than  tongue  can  tell ! 

Sec  where  my  fon,  my  murder’d  Conloch  lies ! 

What  further  fufferings  now  can  fate  devife ! 

O  my  heart’s  wounds !  well  may  your  anguifli  flow, 

*  And  drop  life’s  tears  on  this  furpafiing  woe ! 

Lo,  the  fad  remnant  of  my  flaughtcr’d  race. 

Like  feme  lone  trunk,  I  wither  in  my  place  !— 

No  more  the  fons  of  Ufnoth  to  my  fig^t 
Give  manly  charms,  and  to  my  foul  delight ! 

No  more  my  Conloch  ihail  1  hope  to  fee ; 

Nor  fon,  nor  kinfman  no.wfurvives  for  me! 

O  my  loft  foi> ! — my  precious  child,  adieu ! 

No  more  thefe  eyes  that  lovely  form  (hall  view ! 

No  more  his  dark- red  fpear  lhall  Ainle  wield ! 

No  more  (hall  Naoife  thunder  o’er  the  field ! 

No  more  (hall  Ardan  fweep  the  hoftile  plains ! — 

Loft  are  they  all,  and  nought  but  woe  remains  !— 

Now,  cheerlefs  eanh,  adieu  thy  every  care  ; 

Adieu  to  all,  but  horror  and  defpair ! 

Thpugh  this  poem  is  not  equal  throughout,  yet  it  muft  .be 
admitted  to  be  a  fine  compolition,^  Whether  every  part  of  it 
has  all  the  pretenfions  to  originality  tl^t  the  tranflator  conceives, 
we  ihail  not  pretend  to  determine,  refer  our  readers  xq 
the.  work  itfelf  with  the  notes  to  form  their  own  opinions* 
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We  would  gladly  have  given  the  poem  entitled  Conloch, 
which  contains  the  hiftory  of  the  event  alluded  to  in  thefe  la¬ 
mentations,  and  is,  in  many  refpedis,  a  fupcrior  performance ; 
but  the  whole  would  exceed  our  limits,  and  to  coiltraft  it  would 
be  doing  it  great  injuftice.  Prefixed  to  this  poem  is  an  elegant 
introduftory  difcourfe  by  Mr.  0‘Halloran. 

The  next  poem  is  Magnus  the  Great.  This  has  appeared 
before  in  an  Englifh  profe  tranflation  by  Mr.  Hill,  who  feems 
to  doubt  whether  it  is  of  Scottifh  or  Irim  origin,  the  poem  be¬ 
ing  familiar. among  the  former,  and  the  events>  relating  to  the 
latter.  This  has  been 'taken  notice  of  in  an  Irilh  publication, 
and  we.cxpedled  our  author’s  obfervations  on  the  fubjeft.  Per¬ 
haps,  however,  thefe  were  unnecefTary,  as  there  feems  no  doubt 
of  the  birth  of  the  poem,  which  is  much  improved  by  being 
reduced  to  meafure.  Even  the  introduftory  converfation  be¬ 
tween  Oifin  and  St.  Patrick  becomes,  if  not  interefting,  at  leaft 
tolerable.  The  Chace  is  another  poem  of  the  fame  kind,  tranf- 
lated  with  equal  fpirit;  and  the  converfation  with  Oifln  and 
St.  Patrick  managed  with  equal  addrefs.  Moira  Borb  is  a  very 
unequal  poem ;  the  fentin^nts  are  many  of  them  tender,  and 
the  fpirit  of  chivalry  often  difeovers  itfelf ;  but  the  ftory  too  fre¬ 
quently  halts  as  it  unfolds  itfelf,  the  deferiptions  linger  where 
the  imagination  fhould  be  rapid  in  proportion  to  the  impatience 
that  (hould  be  excited  in  the  reader,  and  the  effect  of  fome  in¬ 
terefting  paffages  is  deftroyed  by  the  lamenefs  of  the  verfe,  or 
the  dull  repetition  of  a  thought : 

*  Long  have  I  Ipok’d  that  mighty  arm  to  fee. 

Which  is  alone  of  force  to  fet  me  free  ; 

To  Errin*s  far-faim’d  chief  for  aid  I  fly. 

And  on  that  aid  my  trembling, hopes  rely.’ 

•  •  •  • 

*  O  then,  to  me  that  generous  aid  extend ! 

And,  oh!  thy  flrength  to  guard  my  weaknefs  lend.* 

/  « 

Mr.  Pope’s  direftion,  that  ^  the  line  Jhould  echo  to  the  fenfe^  is 
too  clofely  obferved  in  this  laft  couplet. 

We  are  next  prefented  with  a  fele<ftion  of  odes,  in  which 
our  author  and  her  originals  ftiinc  with  peculiar  luftre.  This 
is  the  more  to  be  admired,  becaufe,  of  all  fpecies  of  poetry, 
perhaps  that  of  the  ode  is  the  moft  difficult  to  compofe  ;  and 
ftill  more  fo  to  transfiife  fts  fpirit  into  a  different  language.  So 
happy  has  Mifs  Brooke  been  in  her  choice  arid  tranflations,  and 
fo  equal  are  the  merits  of  each,  that  we  (hall  prefent  our  readers 
with  a  portion  of  the  firft  in  order,  as  a  fpecimen  of  the  whole, 
(hall  prefix  a  part  of  our  author’s  intxoduftion : 
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•  The  military  odes  of  the  aiKient  Celtae  have  been  noticed  by 
numberlefs  hiftorians  ;  nothing  amongft  thofe  people  was  left  unlung  j 
poetry  was  thcit  darling  fcicnce,  and  they  intn^uced  it  into  every 
icene>  and  fuited  it  to  every  occafion.  One  of  the  duties  of  the  bard 
was,  to  attend  his  chief  to  battle,  and  there  exert  his  poetic  powers, 
according  to  the  Hudluations  of  vid^ory,  and  the*  fortune  of  the 
fight.  This  fadt  is  well  attefted  by  ancient  Greek  and  Roman  writers ; 
alfo  Du  Cange,  Mereray,  and  many  other  antiquaries  and  hiflorians 
affirm,  that  this  cuftom  continued  amongft  the  Gauls  many  centuries 
after  their  derelidlion  by  the  Romans.  Even  at  the  battle  of  Hallings, 
the  troops  of  Normandy  were  accompanied  by  a  bard,  animating 
them  to  conqueft  with  warlike  odes.  The  great  number  of  Trouba¬ 
dours  retained  by  the  French  noblelTc,  in  the  different  invafions  of 
the  Holy  Land,  prove  how  well  this  cuftom  was  fupported  by  civiliftd 
nations  of  the  middle  ages. 

<  But  it  will,  no  doubt,  appear  lingular  that,  while  France  and 
Germany  fuffered  no  ruin  or  fubverlion  of  their  ftates,  from  that 
epocha,  yet  fo  little  care  has  been  taken,  hy  their  antiquaries,  for 
the  prefervation  cf  ancient  documents,  that  it  is  affirmed,  there  is  not 
one  of  thefc  odes  i.ow  extant  amongft  them  i  while  Ireland — harafled 
by  war  and  rapine,  and  her  records  plundered  by  foreign  invaders 
and  envious  policy — yet  ftill  has  preferved  a  number X)f  thefe  original 
productions,  which  throw  many  rays  of  light  on  the  obfeureft  periods 
of  Celtic  antiquity. 

^  We  fee  here  a  remarkable  difference  between  the  Scandinavian 
and  Celtic  poet,  in  the  execution  of  this  military  duty :  the  ode  of 
the  Scald  was  compofed  for  the  purpofe,  and  fung  before  the  engage- 
ment\  while  the  Irilh  bard,  glowing  with  the  joint  enthufiafm  of  the 
poet  and  the  warrior,  frequently  rulhed  amidft  the  ranks,  and  fol¬ 
lowing  his  chief  through  all  the  fury  of  the  fight,  continued  to  the 
laft  thofe  fublime  and  elevating  ftrains,  which,  infpired  by  the  fight 
of  heroic  valour,  and  called  forth  by,  and  fuited  to  the  inftant  occa¬ 
fion,  wrought  up  courage  to  a  pitch^f  frenzy,  and  taught  the  war¬ 
rior  to  triumph  even  in  the  pangs  of  death.  But  it  was  only  when 
victory  was  doubtful,  and  occalmn  required  the  bards  to  exert  all 
their  powers,  that  we  find  them  thus  ruftiing  through  the  carnage  of 
the  field.  At  other  times  *  marching  at  the  head  of  the  armies,  arrayed 
in  white  flowing  robes,  harps  glittering  in  their  hands,  and  their  per- 
Ibns  furrounded  with  Orfioigh,  or  inftrumental  muficians ;  while 
ihc  battle  raged,  they  food  apart^  and  watched  in  fecurity  (for  their 
perfons  were  held  facred)  every  action  of  the  chief,  in  order  to  glean 
(ubjeCls  for  their  lays.* 

s 

The  following  pafTage  in  the  War  Ode  to  Ofgin,  the  fon  of 
Oifin,  in  the  front  of  the  battle  of  Gabhra,  has  more  than  the 
wildnefs  of  its  flights  to  recommend  it : 

f 

*  Refiftlefs  as  the  fpirit  of  the  night, 

Tn  ftorms  and  terrors  dreft. 

Withering  thq  force  of  ev*ry  hoftilc  breaft, 

Rufh  on  the  ranks  of  fight!— 


Youth 
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Youth  of  fierce  deeds  and  noble  foiU! 

Rend— fcatter  wide  the  foe  !-— 

Swift  forward  rufii— and  lay  the  waving  pride 
Of  yon  high  enfigns  low  1 
Thine  be  the  battle!— thine  the  fwayi— 

On— on  to  Cairbre  hew  thy  conquering  way. 

And  let  thy  deathful  arm  dafh  fafety  from  his  fide ! 

As  the  proud  wave,  on  whofe  broad  back 
The  ftorm  its  burden  heaves. 

Drives  on  the  fcatcer’d  wreck 
Its  ruin  leaves; 

So  let  tby  fweepmg  progrefs  roll. 

Fierce,  refifilefs,  rapid,  llrong. 

Four,  like  the  billow  of  the  flood,  o'erwbelming  might  along! 

From  king  to  king,  let  death  thy  fleps  await. 

Thou  meflTcngcr  of  fate, 

Whofe  awful  mandate  thou  art  chofen  to  bear; 

.  T akc  no  vain  truce,  no  refpite  yield, 

*Till  thine  be  the  contefted  field ; 

O  thou,  of  champion’d  fame  the  royal  heir! 

Pierce  the  proud  fquadrons  of  the  foe. 

And  o'er  their  flaughter’d  heaps  triumphant  rife ! 

Oh!  in  fierce  charms,  and  lovely  might  array’d 
Bright,  in  the  front  of  battle,  wave  tby  blade ! 

Oh  !  let  thy  fury  rife  upon  my  voice! 

Ruih  on,  and  glorying  in  thy  ftrength  rejoice ! 

Mark  where  yon  bmody  enfign  mes  ! 

Ru(h ! — feize  it ! — lay  its  haughty  triumphs  low ! 

Wide  around  thy  carnage  fpread  i 
.  Heavy  be  the  heaps  of  dead  1 
Roll  on  thy  rapid  might. 

Thou  roaring  flream  of  proweis  in  the  fight ! 

What  tho’  Finn  be  diftant  far,  ,  _ 

Art  thou  not  tbyfelf  a  war  f— 

ViAory  fliall  be  all  thy  own, 

And  this  day’s  glory  thine,  and  thine  alone ! 

Be  thou  tlie  foremoft  of  thy  race  in  fame ! 

So  (hall  the  bard  exalt  thy  deathlefs  name !  • 

So  (hall  thy  fword,  fupreme  o’er  numbers,  rife. 

And  vanquUh’d  Tamor’s  groans  afeend  the  ikies  ? 

Tho’  unequal  be  the  fight, 

Tho’  unnumber’d  be  the  foe. 

No  thought  on  fear,  or  on  defeat  bellow. 

For  conqueft  waits  to  crown  thy  caufe,  and  thy  fuccefsful  might ! 
Rufli,  therefore,  on,  amid  the  battle’s  rage. 

Where  fierce  contending  k^s  engage. 

And  powerlefs  lay  tby  proud  opponents  low ! 

O  lovely 
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O  lovely  warrior !  Form  of  graccj 
Be  not  difmay’d ! 

•Friend  of  the  bards!  think  on  thy  valiant  face! 

O  thou  whom  none  in  vain  implore, 

Whofe  foul  by  fear  was  never  fway’d. 

Now  let  the  battle  round  thy  enfigns  roar  1* 

I 

I  The  fubfequent  ode  to  Gaul  is,  in  many  refpe£ls,  equal — 
I  that  on  a  fhip,  in  fome  parts,  is  fuperior  to  either.  Our  au« 
I  thor  dates  it  about  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  and  fuppofes,  with 
I  much  juftice,  the  poet  to  have  had  Horace  in  view.  The  fol- 
I  lowing  verfe,  though  not  fuperior  to  the  reft,  may  ferve  as  a 
I  Ipecimen  of  *  the  whole : 

I  *  Dreadful  in  the  (hock  of  fight, 

She  goes — (he  cleaves  the  dorm ! 

I  Where  ruin  wears  its  moil  tremendous  form 
She  (ails,  exulting  in  her  might ; 

I  On  the  fierce  necks  of  foaming  billows  rides, 

I  And  through  the  roar 

[  Of  angry  ocean,  to  the  deftin’d  Ihorc 

Her  courfe  triumphant  guides ;  ^ 

I  As  though  beneath  her  frown  the  winds  were  dead, 

]  And  each  blue  valley  was  their  (ilent  bed !’ 


Our  fair  tranflator  regrets  much  that  (he  has  been  able  td 
procure  fo  few  good  elegies,  the  Irifh  language  being,  in  a  pe¬ 
culiar  manner,  fuited  to  that  fpecies  of  poetry.  What  flic  has 
tranflated  are  very  unequal  j  but  the  firft  is  enough  to  eftablifh 
the  reputation  of  the  language,  if;  as  fhe  aflures  us,  it  is  fo 
much  fuperior  in  the  original  to  what  we  meet  with  in  the 
tranflation.  This  is  a  love  elegy  to  the  daughter  of  Owen,  of 
uncertain  date,  but  evidently  of  hrgh  antiquity.  All  that  is 
known  of  the  author  or  fubjecft  is  what  is  exprelied  of  the  latter 
in  the  title,  and  of  the  former  that  his  name  was  O^Geran. 

The  following  lines  muft  be  relifhed  by  all  who  have  a  love 
for  chaftity  of  exprelBon,  united  with  boldnefs  of  conception^ 
for  the  elegance  of  delicacy, ,  and  the  native  effufions  of  an 
impaiSoned  heart : 


O  firft  and  faireft  of  thy  fex ! 

Thou  whofe  bright  form  the  fun  of  beauty  decks ! 
Once,  more  let  Love  that  gentle  bofom  fway, 

O  give  the  dear  enchantment  way ! 

— fondly  raife  thofe  fnowy  arms. 

Thou  branch  of  blooming  charms  ! 

Again  for  me  thy  fragrance  breathe,  ^ 

And  thy  fair  tendrils  round  me  wreath ! 

o 

EKC.  mV.  VOL.  XVII.  JAM.  1791.  . 


Again 


sS 


ReVques  of  Injh  Poitry^^ 

Again  be  foft  afTcAlon’s  pow’r  difplayM, 

While  fwcctly  wandering  in  the  fecret  (hade: 

Reach  forth  thy  lip — the  honey *d  kifs  bellow ! 

Kcach  forth  thy  lip,  where  balmy  odours  grow  ? 
I’hy  lip,  whole  founds  fuch  rapture  can  impart, 
Whofe  words  of  fwcetnefs  fink  into  the  heart! 

Again,  at  gentle  Love’s  command, 

Kcach  forth  thy  fnowy  hand  ! 

Soft  into  mine  its  whitenefs  Ileal, 

And  its  dear  preflure  let  me  feel ! 

'Unveil  the  balhful  radiance  of  thine  eyes, 
fright  trembling  gems!)  and  let  me  fee  them  rife. 
Lift  the  fair  lids  wtiere  their  foft  gloriCs  roll. 

And  fend  their  fecret  glances  to  my  foul ! 


Hide  the  twin  berries  of  thy  lip’s  perfume, 

Their  breathing  fragrance,  and  their  deepening  bloom  ; 

And  thofe  fair  checks,  that  glow  like  radiant  morn, 
hen  Sol’s  bright  rays  his  blulhing  call  . adorn !  . 

No  more  to  thy  incautious  fight  dilplay’d. 

Be  that  dear  form,  in  tender  grace  array’d  I 
The  rofy  finger’s  tap’ring  charms ; 

The  Acnder  hand,  the  fnowy  arms; 

The  little  foot,  fo  foft  and  fair;  .  . 

The  timid  Hep,  tlie  modell  air; 

No  more  their  graces  let  thine  eyes  purfue^ 

But  hide,  O  hide  the  peril  from  thy  view  I’ 

We  are  aware  that  many  critics  will  objedl  to  feme  of  the 
turns  of  thefe  lines,  as  too  much  laboured,  and  bordering  on  the 
epigrammatical,  fo  juftly  blamed  in  Ovid.  The  allufion  in  the 
laft  verfe  to  the  ftory  of  Narcilfus,  may  be  thought  far-fetched, 
and  to  argue  more  reading  than  was  common  in  the  age  to 
which  we  may  aferibe  the  poem.  But  this  is  well  compenfated 
for  in  the  foftnefs  and  energy  of  the  deferiptions,  with  fuch 
llrcngth  of  colouring,  unalloyed  by  a  fingle  expreflion  that  de¬ 
tains  the  mind  by  a  meretricious  allufion.  The  next  elegy,  be¬ 
ing  the  complaint  of  a  love-fick  maid,  has  nothing  but  its  fim- 
plicity  to  recommend  it ;  and,  not  being  tranflated  in  our 
author’s  bell  manner,  we  lhall  pafs  over  it  without  further  re¬ 
mark.  I'hc  fucceeding  one,  by  Edmond  Ryan,*  we  conceive 
fhould  have  been  claffed  among  the  fongs;  it  makes,  however, 
a  refpeclable  figure  as  it  now  ftands.  Indeed,  in  whatever 
light  wc  confider  it,  there  feems  much  to  commend,  and  no¬ 
thing  to  cenfure.  The  whole  is  uniform  in  regard  to  fubjed 
and  rtyle,  Ample  and  obvious  in  all  its  allufions,  and  the  thoughts 
fuch  as  might  prefent  themfelves  to  the  poet,  without  his  hunt¬ 
ing  after  a  fimile,  or^  oflcntatioufly  difplaying  his  reading.  The 
air  to  which  it  is  fung  ‘  dies,’  we  are  told,  *  in  every  note.’  h 
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all  thcfc  points  it  fccms  exa£Hy  to  agree  with  the  once  favourite 
fong  of  Grammachree,  which  we  were  difappointcd  in  not 
meeting  in  the  prefent  colledtion  with  the  burthen  tranflated 
by  our  author’s  elegant  peiw  A  funeral  elegy  fucceeds,  com- 
pofed  by  a  blind  poet  of  the  prefent  century,  of  whom  Mr, 
0‘Halloran  fpeaks  as  the  author  of  fcveral  good  things,  fome 
of  which  he  fet  to  muiic.  Like  the  poets,  minftrels,  and  bards 
of  early  times,  his  cuftom  was  to  fing  his  own  compofitions  ia 
the  halls  of  the  great,  whofe  worthy-deeds  and  progenitors  he 
panegyrifed.  The  elegy  chofen  as  a  fpecimen  has  much  to  re¬ 
commend  it.  The  ideas  are  all  fuch  as  muft  have  occurred 
to  a  feeling  mind  on  fuch  an  event,  and  exprefled  with  tcndcr- 
nefs,  fimplicity,  and  force,  enlivened  with  a  recollection  of  fome 
ftriking  traits  in  the  character  of  the  deceafed : 


^  The  focial  band,  where  mirth  convivial  met. 
Now  meet  to  mourn  for  their  departed  friend ! 

No  more  the  melody  of  hounds  he  leads! 

No  more  morn  echoes  to  their  cheerful  cries ! 
A  gloomy  ftillnefs  thro*  the  land  fucceeds. 

For  low  in  earth  the  foul  of  pleafure  lies.’ 


•  t 

The  next  elegy  on  the  death  of  Carolan  (hould  rather  have 
been  called  the  Lamofitatidns.  of  McCabe.  It  is  fhort,  and,  in 
fome  lines,  very  ftriking.  Thefe  are  all  the  elegies  our  author 
has  thought  proper  to  feleft.  The  fongs  fucceed,  which  are 
few  in  number,  but  we  doubt  not  well  chofen.  Some  thoughts 
are  prefixed  on  the  Irifti  fong,  in  which  we  difeover  much  read¬ 
ing,  a  delicate  fenfibility,  which  is  much,  aiFeCted  by  the  dif- 
treffes  of  her  country,  and  a  critical  acumen,  greatly  heightened 
by  the  modefty  that  accompanies  it.  It  is  obferved  that  the 
Iridi  language  abounding,  like  the  Italian,  with  vowels,  is  pe¬ 
culiarly  ada|)ted  to  verffc;  and.the  ftrength  and  variety  of  its  de- 
feriptive  powers,  joined  to  an  exquifitely  tender  fimplicity  of 
expreffion,  fuit  it  in  a  peculiar  manner  to  lyric  compofitions. 
Thefe  circumftances  rendered  it  fo  difficult  to  transfufe  the  fpi- 
rit  of  many  ftanzas,  as  to  induce  our  author  to  give  them  up. 
The  ancient  fongs  tod,  for  want  of  being  reduced  to  writing, 
are  all  of  them  much  mutilated.  They  are  remembered  by  the 
village  maid,  perhaps,  merely  for  the  fake  of  the  tunes  that  ac¬ 
company  them  j  of  courfe,  where  recolleftion  fails,  any  words 
that  anfwer  the  air  of  the  fong,  are  fupplied ;  and  thus  often  not 
words  only,  but  entire  lines  are  fubftituted  fo  totally  unlike  the 
reft  of  the  compofition,  that  it  is  pafy  to  fee  whence  the  dif¬ 
ference  proceeds : 


^  In  thefe  incongruous  poems,*  fays  our  author,  *  where  a  line 
feems  to  plead  for  its  refeue,  it  would  be  a  pity  to  refufe  it.  Among 
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•  ^  4  « 

v^zny  others,  the  following  is  an  image  rich  in  beauty :  A  forfalen 
snald  compares  her  heart  to  a  burning  coal,  bruifed  black  $  thus  re¬ 
taining  the  heat  tliat  confumed,  while  it  lofes  the  light  that  had 
cheered  it.* 


We  confefs,  for  want  of  that  vis  poetica  to  which  our  author 
has  very  fair  pretences,  we  do  not  immediately  fee  the  force, 
much  lefs  the  propriety,  of  thefe  figures. .  We  cannot  well  rc- 
liih  that  fondnefs  of  transferring  love  to  fire,  whenever  it  fuits  a 
poet,  and  putting  the  heart  in  every  colour  and  diftortion  that 
a  whhnlicai  fancy  may  choofe  to  paint.  But  either  the  heart  is 
a  burning  coal  or  not  5  if  it  is,  it  muft  be  red,  or  elfe  it  could 
only  be  a  hot  coal,  which  would  not  be  enough  for  a  poetical 
lover ;  befides,  if  it  be  a  coal  of  any  kind,  how  could  it  be 
bruifed  black,  which,  is  its  natural  complexion  ;  or  how  be 
bruifed  at  all  without  being  broken.  What  follows  has  much, 
however,  to  recommend  it,  anil  is  intelligible  even  to  us,  who 
can  now  know  little  about  lovb  but  from  recblleftioh : 

# 


*  In  another  fong,  a  lover,  tenderly  reproaching  hts  millrers,  alks 
her.  Why  Ihe  keeps  the  moining  fo  long  within  doors  ?  and  bids  her 
come  out,  and  bring  hint  the  day.  The  fecond  of  the  two  following 
ftanzas  llfuck  me,' as  being  fo  particularly  beautiful,  that  I  was 
tempted  (O  tranflatc  them  both  for  its  fake ;  * 

*  As  the  fwcet  blackberry’s  modeft  bloom 

‘  Fair  flowering,  greets  the  fight ; 

Or  ftrawberries,  in  their  rich  perfume. 

Fragrance  and  bloom  unite: 

So  this  fair  plant  of  tender  youth. 

In  outward  charms  can  vie. 

And,  Jrom  within,  the  foul  of  truth 
Soft  beaming,  fills  her  eye. 

Pulfe  of  my  heart !— dear  fource  of  care, 

StoFn  fighs,  and  love- breath’d  vows! 

Sweeter  than  when,  through  feented  air. 

Gay  bloom  the  apple  boughs ! 

With  thee  no  days  can  winter  feem. 

Nor  fn>ft,  nor  blafi  can  chill ; 

Thod  the  foft  breeze,  the  cheering  beam 

That  keeps  it  fummer  Aill!*  ; 


[  To  bi  continuid.  ] 
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Art.  Ill*  LetUrs  written  in  France^  in  the  Summer  1790,  te  a 
Friend  in  England  \  containing  various  Anecdotes  relative  to  the 
French  Revolution^  and  Memoirs  of  Monf  and  Madame  Du  . 
By  Helen  Maria  IVilliams.  i2mo.  3s.  Cadell*  London, 
1790. 

MISS  Williams  is  already  known  in  the  literary  world  by 
fome  poems,  publilhed  a  few  years  ago  unacr  the  pa¬ 
tronage  of.  Dr.  Kippis,  and  which  afPorded  no  bad  fpecimen  of 
her  talcnbi  She  now  appears  here  in  another  charaftcr^  and 
though  thefe  letters  give  us  little  new,  or  very  interefting  ii>. 
formation,  they  will,  we  are  confident,  be  read  with  ple^ure, 
as  they  are,  in  general,  well  written.  The  ftylc  of  them  is 
neat,  lively,  and  corre<^i  often  animated,  and  in  many  places 
elegant.  They  contain  a  defeription  of  the  grand  federation 
which  took  place  at  Paris ;  obfervations  on  the  ruins  of  the 
Baftillc;  feveral  particulars  refpecling  the  French  revolution  ; 
and  anecdotes  of  fome  of  the  leading  members  of  the  National 
Aflcmbly,  together  with  the  Angular  hiftory  of  Monf.  and 
Madame  du  F — ,  who  were  fubjefted  to  feverities  which  no 
innocent  perfons,  but  thofe  living  under  a  government  where 
the  principles  of  feudal  tyranny  exift  in  their  utmoft  vigour,  can 
ever  experience.  The  following  extracts,  being  part  of  the 
fixth  and  feventh  letters,  will  introduce  our  readers  to  a  few  of 
the  members  of  the  National  Aflembly,  which  Mifs  Williams, 
who  is  an  enthufiaft  for  the  revolution,  had  an  opportunity  of 
feeing :  ' 

'  Monfieur  Barnave  de  Dauphigne,  who  is  only  fix-and- twenty 
years  of  age,  and  the  youngeft  member  of  the  Aflembly,  is  efteemed 
its  firft  orator,  and  is  the  leader  of  the  democratic  party.  I  believe 
Monf.  Barnave  does  not  owe  all  his  reputation  to  his  talents,  how¬ 
ever  diitingaiihed :  his  virtues  alfo  claim  a  confiderable  (hare  of  that 
applaufe  which  he  receives  from  his  country^  He  has  (hewn  himfelf 
as  lledfaft  in  principle,  as  he  is  efegant  in  debate.  With  firm,  unde¬ 
viating  integrity  he  has  defended  the  caufe  of  the  people.  Every  mo¬ 
tion  he  has  made  in  the  AiTembly  has  pafTed  into  a  law,  becaufe  its 
beneficial  tendency  has  been  always  evident ;  and  it  was  he  who  ef- 
fefted  that  memorable  decree  which  deprived  the  king  of  the  power 
of  making  war  without  the  confent  of  the  nation.  Monf.  Barnave  is 
adored  by  the  people,  who  have  two  or  three  times  taken  the  horfes 
from  his  carriage,  and  drawn  him  in  triumph  along  the  ftreets  of 
Paris. 

*  We  alfo  faw  Monf.  Mirabeau  TAine,  whofe  genius  is  of  the  firft 
clafs,  but  who  pofTeflTes  a  very  fmall  (hare  of  popularity,  i  am,  how¬ 
ever,  one  of  his  partifans,  though  not  merely  from  that  enthufiafm 
which  always  comes  acrofs  my  heart  in  favour  of  great  intelle^lual 
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abilities ;  Monf.  Mirabeau  has  another  very  powerful  claim  on  my 
partiality ;  he  is  the  profeiTed  friend  (and  I  mud  and  will  love  him 
for  being. fo)  of  the  African  race.  He  has  propofed  the  abolition  of 
the  flavc-trade  to  the  National  Affembly ;  and,  though  the  Aflcmbly 
have  delayed  the  confideration  of  this  fubjedl,  on  account  of  thofe  de- 
-  liberations  which  immediately  affe^l  the  country,  yet,  perhaps,  if  our 
fenators  continue  to  dofe  over  this  affair  as  they  have  hitherto  done, 
the  French  will  have  the  glory  of  fetting  us  an  example,  which  it  will 
then  be  our  humble  employment  to  follow . 

‘  The  Abbe  Maury  is  one  of  the  mod  didinguifhed  members  of 
the  National  Affembly.  He  poffeffes  adonifhing  pi^wers  of  eloquence; 
biit  he  has  done  his  talents  the  injuft  ice  to  make  them  fubfervient  to 
the  narrow  conliderations  of  intcreft.  Had  he  difplayed  that  ability 
in  defence  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  which  he  has  employed  in  the 
fervicc  of  the  exorbitant  pretenfions  of  the  church,  he  would  have 
deferved  the  higheft  applaufe  of  his  country ;  indead  of  which,  he  has 
called  to  the  aid  of  his  genius  an  auxiliary  it  ought  to  have  Icorned, 
that  fubtlety  which  tries  *  to  make  the  worfe  appear  the  better  rea- 
fon  and  he  is  dill  more  deteded  than  admired.  I  am  not  furprifed 
that  a  little  mind  is  fometimes  tempted  by  intered  to  tread  in  a  mean 
and  fordid  path ;  but  I  own  it  does  adonidi  me  that  genius  can  be  fe- 
duced  from  the  fair  field  of  honourable  fame  into  thofe  fer  pen  tine 
ways,  where  it  can  meet  wdth  no  obje^  worthy  of  its  ambition. 
*  Something  too  much  of  this.V  You  fhall  hear  a  repartee  of  the 
Abbe  Maury,  who,  after  having  made  a  very  unpopular  motion  in 
the  Affembly,  was  infulted  as  he  was  going  out:  the  people  crying 
out,  as  they  are  too  apt  to  do,  ^  A  la  lanterne  *  the  Abbe,  turning 
to  the  crowd,  anfwered,  with  equal  indignation  and  fpirit,  ‘  Eh ! 
Meflieurs,  fi  j’etois  a  la  lante-ne,  ferez  vous  plus  eclaires  ?*  t 

‘  The  Abbe  Maury,  before  the  revolution,  was  in  poffeffion  of  eight 
hundred  farms,  and  has  lod  fixty  thoufand  livres  a  year  in  confe- 
qucncc  of  that  event.  But  enough  of  iVIonf.  TAbbe,  whofe  pidlure  I 
have  jud  purchafed  in  a  fnuff*-box.  You  touch  a  fpring,  open  the 
lid  of  the  fnufF-box,  and  the  Abbe  jumps  up,  and  occafions  much  fur- 
prife  and  merriment.  The  joke,  however,  is  grown  a  little  dale  in 
France;  but  I  fhall  bring  the  Abbe  with  me  to  England,  where  I 
flatter  myfelf  his  fudden  appearance  will  occafion  fome  diverfton. 

*  A  Angular,  but  very  refpeftable  figure  in  the  National  Affembly, 
is  a  deputy  from  Britanny, -called  Le  Fere  Gerard.  This  venerable 
old  man  is  a  peafant,  and  his  appearance  reminds  one  of  thofe  times 
when  generals  were  called  from  the  plough  to  take  the  command  of 
armies.  The  drefs  of  Le  Fere  Gerard  is  made  of  a  coarfe  woollen 
cloth,  which  is  worn  by  the  peafants  of  Britanny,  and  is  of  fuch 
ffrong  texture  that  a  coal  often  defeends  from  one  generation  to 

— .  .  ,  - - 

•  To  the  lanthorn.  The  French  mob,  for  want  of  a  gallows,  were 
seen  domed  to  hang  the  vi(fHms  of  their  vengeance  on  the  irons  to 
whxh  lanthorns  are  affixed  in  the  drects  of  P;iris. 

t  If  I  ^'cre  at  the  lanthorn,  would  you  be  more  enlightened 

another. 
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another.  This  cloth  is  called  Pencbina;  and  the  king,  to  whom  the 
eid  Breton  has  preienti^d  feyeral  addreilcs  from  the  AAcmbly,  calls 
him  en  badinage,  Le  Pere  Penchina  When  i  (aw  him  he  had  on 
this  cverlafting  coat,  and  wore  worfted  ftockings  gartered  above  the 
knees.  But  what  plcafed  me  moil  in  his  appearance  were  the  long 
white  hairs  which  hung  down  his  Ihoulders ;  an  ornament  for  which 
you  know  I  have  a  particular  prediledlion. 

<  The  refpcAable  Pere  Gerard  boaRs  that  he  is  defeended  from  a 
race  of  deputies,  his  great  grandfather  having  been  chofen  at  a  de« 
puty  to  Les  Etats  Generaux  in  1614,  the  lail  time  the  Rates  were  l^eld 
before  that  memorable  period  when  they  cRedled  the  revolution. 

«  At  the  time  when'  the  ladies  fet  the  example  of  Lc  don  patrio- 
tiquct»  by  offering  their  jewels,  and  the  members  of  the  National  i 

Affembly,  in  a  moment  of  enthuliafm,  took  the  filver  buckles  out  of 
their  fhocs,  and  laid  them  on  the  prefident’s  table,  the  Pere  Gerard 
rofe,  and  faid,  that  he  had  no  fuch  offering  to  give,  his  buckles  be¬ 
ing  made  of  brafs,  but  that  his  i/on  patrlfitique  fhouM  be  that  of  ren¬ 
dering  his  fervices  to  his  country  unpaid.  The  old  man  was  heard 
by  the  Affembly  with  the  applaufe  he  merited ;  and  the  people,  on 
the  day  of  the  federation,  carried  him  from  the  Champ  de  Mars  to 
his  own  houfe  in  triumph  on  their  fhoulders. 

*  Meffieurs  Charles  and  Alexander  Lameth,  two  brothers,  and 
Monf.  Rabeau  de  St.  Eflienne,  arc  among  the  firft  patriots  of  the 
National  Affembly,  and  have  a  very  high  reputation  for  talents.  The' 

French,  who  love  what  they  call  an  equivoque  tell  you,  Que  Monf. 

Rabeau  vaut  deux  d'Mirabeau.’  , 

The  part  of  thefe  letters  which  claimed  our  chief  attention 
was,  the  hiftory  of  Monf.  and  Madame  F— ,  fome  circum- 
ftanccs  of  which  give  it  fo  much  the  air  of  a  romance,  that  we  J 

Ihould  believe  it  to  be  one,  had  we  not  too  much  confidence  in  1 

the  veracity  of  Mifs  Williams  to  fuppofe  that  fhe  would  fub- 
ftitute  fidfion  for  truth;  or,  inftcad  of  relating  real  incidents, 
amufe  her  readers  with_a  falfe  taje  of  woe.  It,  however,  ends 
well ;  and  we  were  amply  repaid  for  the  pain  excited  in  qur 
breafts  on  perufing  the  former  part  of  it,  by  the  denouement  and 
conclufion,  which  are  as  happy  and  agreeable  as  we  could  wifh. 

The  fum  of  the  whole  is,  that,  after  various  fufFerings,  enough 
to  melt  even  a  heart  of  ftone,  conftancy  and  conjugal  fidelity 
at  length  meet  with  a  juft  reward. 

*  In  pleafantry.  Father  Penchina. 

t  The  patriotic  donation,  . 

I  A  play  upon  worfls. 
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Art.  IV.  RefieHtons  on  the  Revolution  in  Francej  and  on  the 
Proceedings  in  certain  Societies  in  London  relative  to  that  Event. 
In  a  Letter  intended  to  have  been  fent  to  a  Gentleman  in  Paris. 
By  the  Right  Hon.  Edmund  Burke.  8yo.  5s.  fewed*  Dodfley, 
London, 

[  Concluded.  ] 

E  have  next  an  account  of  the  mode  of  reprefentation,  and 
^  ^  divifion  of  the  empire,  formed  by  the  National  Affembly.  It 
would  be  extremely  difficult  to  give,  in  a  few  words,  a  juft  idea  of 
this  to  thofe  who  are  unacquainted  with  the  fubje6I.  The  attempt 
is  to  make  a  juft  reprefentation  of  territory,  of  population,  and 
of  wealth,  to  be  eftimated  by  contributions.  Mr.  Burke  has  no 
difficulty  in  Ihewing  that  this  is  impoffible*  He  treats  every 
thing  that  has  been  attempted  as  vifionary,  founded  on  meUphy^ 
Acal,  arithmetical,  and  mathematical  fyftems,  no  way  reduceable 
to  politics ;  he  does  not,  however,  attempt  to  (hew  that  any  bet¬ 
ter  could  have  been  fubftituted,  but  thinks  any  reprefentation, 
however  unequal,  would  be  fufficient.  Nay,  ‘  the  very  unequal 
‘  reprefentation,  fo  foolijhly  complained  of  in  England,  is  that 
^  which  prevents  us  from  thinking  or  adling  as  members  of  a 

♦  diftri<ft.  Cornwall  elefts  as  many  members  as  all  Scotland. 

*  But  is  Cornwall  better  taken  care  of  than  Scotland  ?*— We 
would  modeftly  a(k  Mr.  Burke,  Is  either  Cornwall  or  Scotland 
reprefented  at  all  ?  But  it  may  be  anfwered,  they  are  equally 
protected.  Perhaps  the  truth  is,  they  and  every  part  of  the 
kingdom  have  been  equally  oppreffied  by  the  efFedls  of  a  war  of 
which  the  people  were  thoroughly  weary  long  after  what  are  called 
their  reprefentatives  continued,  by  large  majorities,  to  vote  fup- 
plies  for  it.  In  our  opinion,  the  mode  of  reprefentation  pro- 
pofed  by  the  Aftembly  is  as  perfedf  as  any  thing  human  that  has 
yet  been  fuggefted. .  It  comes  neareft  that  republic  which  was 
formed  by  the  Supreme  Being  for  his  favoured  nation,  and  which 
produced  fuch  almoft  uninterrupted  happinefs,  till  the  reftlelTnefs 
of  thefe  ftiff-necked  people  fat  them  on  demanding  a  king. 

A  popular  elcdfion  for  a  Tingle  reprefentative  or  two  is  always 
conduced  with  confufion,  often  with  undue  influence,  with  a 
fufpenfion  of  all  induftry,  and  with  a  degree  of  heat  and  animo- 
fity  that  does  not  quickly  fubfide.  Yet  the  people  (bould  not  go 
unreprefented.  To  obviate  thefe  inconveniences  tffe  Aflembly 
have  divided  the  kingdom  into  departments,  thefe  are  fubdivided 
into  dirtrifts,  and  thefe  again  into  cantons.  Thefe  laft  eled 
what  are  called  trimary  affemblies^^  in  number  in  the  proportion  of 
one  to  two  hundred.  The  members  thus  chofen  are  called  elec¬ 
tors,  and  to  them  is  entrufted  the  power  of  choofing  deputies  for 
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the  National  Aflembly,  and  members  to  compoTe  thole  depart-^ 
ments  whofe.  bufinefs  it  is  to  regulate  the  interior  economy  of 
each  diftri^iuch  as  the  high  roads,  poor-houfes,  aflelTmentSi  etc* 

There  are  fome  other  regulations  refpe^ng  extent  of  terri* 
tory  and  taxation,  which  are  attempted  to  be  interwoven  with 
the  plan ;  but  which,  (hould  they  be  found  impradicable,  are 
eafily  difTolved.  We  will  not  expofe  Mr.  Burke  by  bhaging 
forward  bis  little  arguments  againfl  each  of  thefe.  The  foU 
lowing  note  may  fliew  his  fondnefs  for  faQs: 

<  The  Airembly,  in  executing  the  plan  of  their  committee,  made 
fome  alterations.  They  have  ftruck  out  one  ilage  in  thefe  gradations  ; 
this  removes  a  part  of  the  objedlon ;  but  tlie  main  obje^^Hra,  namely, 
that  in  their  fcheme  the  firft  conllituent  voter  has  no  connexion  with 
the  reprefentative  legiflator,  remains  in  ail  its  force.  There  are  odier 
alterations,  fome  pofiibly  for  the  better,  fome  certainly  for  theworie; 
but  to  the  author  the  merit  or  demerit  of  thefe  fmalier  alterations  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  of  no  moment^  where  the  fcheme  itfelf  is  fundamentally  ' 
vitious  and  abfurd.’  4 

Had  the  three  gradations  exiiled,  there  would  have  been  no 
inconvenience  in  riiem  that  we  fee ;  but  it  Is  Grange  Mr.  Burke 
(hould  reafon  on  them  as  if  they  really  did*  In  (hort,  more 
than  thirty  pages  are  bellowed  on  (hewing  the  neccHary  in¬ 
equality  of  reprefentation,  and  the  want  pf  refponfibility  arifing 
from  the  three  gradations,  which  he  conceives  mud  take  place 
by  the  new  arrangements,  while  he  alTents  at  the  fame  time,  as 
we  have  before  obferved,  that  an  unequal  reprefentation  is  a 
convenience. 

Mr.  Burke  next  adverts  to  the  plans  by  which  he  conceives 
the  abettors  of  thefe  diabolical  meafures  mean  to  keep  the  ma(s 
together,  Thefe  he  divide^  into  three  arrangements*.  The 
firll  is  confifeatiofty  with  compulfatory  paper  currency  annexed 
to  it ;  the  (econd  is  the  fuprenie'^wer  of  the  city  of  Paris  i  tbc 
third  the  army* 

Let  us  now  hear  the  new  confederation  damned  beyond  all 
redemption,  eve:  while  they  are  adopting  the  beft  methods  to 
fupport  it,  and  let  the  ifTue  turn  out  as  it  may : ' 

*  As  to  the  operation  of  the  firfl  (the  confifeation  and  paper  cur¬ 
rency),  merely  as  a  cement,  I  cannot  deny  that  thefe,  the  one  de^ 
pending  on  the  other,  may  for  fome  time  compofe  fome  lort  of  ce<* 
ment,  if  their  madnefs  and  folly  in  the  management,  and  in  the  tem¬ 
pering  of  the  parts  together,  does  not  produce  a  repulfion  io  the  very 
outfet.  But  allowing  to  the  fcheme  fome  coherence  and  fome  dura¬ 
tion,  it  appears  to  me,  that  if,  after  a  while,  the  confifeation  (hould 
not  he  found  fufficient  to  fupport  the  paper  coinage  (as  1  am  morally 
certain  it  will  not),  then,  inftead  ot  cementing,  it  will  add  infinitely 
to  the  diflbeiation,  diftradion,  and  confufion,  of  thefe  confederate  re¬ 
publics,  both  with  rtlation  to  each  other,  and  to  the  feveral  parts 

^  within 
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within  themfclves.  But  it  the  confifcation  (hould  fo  far  fucceed  as  to 
iink  the  paper  currency*  the  cement  is  gone  with  the  circulation/ 

After  this  Mr.  Burke  confidently  declares  the  paper  currency 
already  ififucd  amounts  to  forty-four  millions  of  Englifh  money. 
•This  he  afl’crts  ‘  is  not  founded  on  any  real  money  depoftted  or 
‘  engaged  for  it/  But  what  is  money^  as  we  before  obferved, 
but  the  reprefentative  of  wealth  ?  Is  therefore  the  faith  of  a 
body  of  men,  on  whom  tl>e  public  have  repofed  implicit  confi¬ 
dence,  to  be  eftimated  as  nothing?  Are  the  biem  nationaux 
nothing  ?  ’  But  this  transfer  of  affignats  to  land  is  replete  with 
many  mifehiefs ;  feme  of  them  fo  obfeure,  indeed,  that,  with¬ 
out  attempting  to  develope  them,  we  leave  our  readers  to  dlf^ 
iruciate  for  themfclves  : 

•  When  we  follow  this  procefs  in  its  efiefls,  we  may  conceive' 
fomething  of  the  inicnfity  of  the  force  with  which  this  fyllem  niuft 
operate.  By  this  means  the  fpirit  of  money -jobbing  and  fpeculation 

fot’s  into  the  niafs  of  land  itfelf,  and  incorporates  with  it.  By  this 
ind  of  operation,  that  fpecics  of  property  becomes*  as  it  were^  vo- 
latiiifed  ;  it  alTumes  an  unnatural  and  monltrous  adlivity,  and  thereby 
throws  into  the  hands  of  the  feveral  managers,  principal  and  fubor- 
dinate,  Parifian  and  provincial*  all  the  reprefentative  of  money*  and 
perhaps  a  full  tenth  part  of  all  the  land  in  France,  which  has  now 
acquired  the  worfi  and  mod  pernicious  part  of  the  evil  of  a  paper  cir¬ 
culation,  the  greateft  poflible  uncertainty  in  its  value.  They  have 
reverfed  the  Latonian  kindnefs  to  the  li^.nded  property  of  Delos.  They 
have  Cent  theirs  to  be  blown  about*  like  the  light  fragments  of  a 
wreck*  eras  et  litter  a  circum! 

Then  follows  a  long  elaborate  fet  of  arguments  to  prove  that 
France  muft  become  a  nation  of  gamefiers;  that  every  thing 
will  become  matter  of  fpeculation  in  every  town  ;  and  that  the 
peafantrv  and  country  gentlemen,  being  unequal  to  this  com¬ 
plex  fyftem,  not  even  being  able  to  calculate  on  the  lofs  of 
difeount  on  aflignafs,  the  latter  muft  be  utterly  ruined,  and  the 
former  will  bring  no  more  corn  to  market. — ^  The  towns  peo- 
*  pic  will  be  inflamed !  they  will  force  the  country  people  to 
‘  bring  their  corn.  Refiftance  will  begin,  and  the  murders  of 
*  Paris  and  St.  Denis. may  be  renewed  through  France.* — Is 
this  the  garrulity  of  age,  or  the  horrors  of  the  hypochondriac, 
who  refufes  to  drink  left  every  cup  ftiould  be  poifoned? 

The  obfervations  on  the  preponderacy  of  Paris  are  too  trifling 
and  difFufe  to  fall  from  any  man  who  wifhed  to  be  thought  in 
carneft,  and  too  obfeure  to  be  brought  forward  by  one  who 
really  wlflied  to  inform.  They  amount  to  nothing ;  we  cannot 
therefore  comprefs  them,  aod  are  unwilling,  recollefting  what 
we  have  gone  through,  to  impofe  the  fame  on  our  readers. 

-  I'hc  National  Aflenibly  is  again  attacked.  It  is  faid  to  be  a 
body  without  controul  [at  the  beginning  of  the  book  it  was 
a£Iing  under  the  external  influence  of  a  mob],  without  funda¬ 
mental 
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mental  laws,  without  refpecled  rules  of  proceeding.  Is  this 
meant  as  an  animated  defcription  of  a  people  recovering  from 
defpotifm  ?  If  fo,  we  can  underftand  it.  Without  regarding 
the  various  committees,  who  have  afted  with  fuch  prudence  in 
conducing  the  difficulties  of  the  ftate  under  fuch  complicated 
circumftances,  he  afferts,  ‘  that,  in  not  appointing  z/enaUy  or 
‘  council,  they  have  difeovered  a  fovercign  incapacity — that  as 
‘  to  the  executive  power,  the  king,  having  no  choice  of  judges, 

‘  appears  only  the  chief  of  bumbailiffs,  ferjeants  at  mace,  catch- 
‘  poles,  jailors,  and  hangmen.' — After  this  he  laments  the  lofs 
of  ,ihe  royal  privileges,  of  penfions,  land  grants,  of  the  power 
to  inforce  authority;  forgetting  that,  by  former  abufes,  all. 
thefe  things  are  forfeited  to  the  people,  from  whom  they  arc 
derived.  He  feems  to  look,  almoft  with  a  malignant  anticipa¬ 
tion,  to  the  period  when  the  Dauphin  fhall,  by  wicked  coun- 
fellors,  attempt  to  reftore  the  ancient  government.  ^  If  he 
‘  reads  he  will  learn,  or  if  he  does  not  read  he  will  be  told, 

‘  his  anceftors  were  kings  — If  he  reads,  we  Ihould  rather  fay, 
he  will  find  how  dangerous  it  is  to  ftretch  authority  too  far. 
He  aflerts  that  the  king  ftiould  have  the  privilege  of  making 
war,  at  a  time  when  no  human  forefight  can  determine  which 
way  he  may  be  perfuaded  to  direcEl  his  arms ;  and  without  re- 
collcfting  the  many  abfurd  contentions  the  monarchs  of  France 
have  engaged  in  on  account  of  their  own  perfonal  honour,  the 
views  of  bad  women,  and  favourite  minifters,  and  the  ambi¬ 
tion  for  new  conquefts. — The  miniftry  he  deferibes  as  in  a 
puzzled  fituation  between  two  fovereigns,  the  National  Aflbm- 
blyand  the  King;  forgetting  that  juft  before  he  had  aflerted, 
that  the  king. was  divefted  of  all  power,  and  placed  the  glory 
of  our  conftitution  in  the  balance  between  the  king  and  parlia¬ 
ment.  Reverting  nexjLto  the  judicial  arrangement,  he  con¬ 
demns  the  dilTolution  of  the  old  parliaments,  regardlefs  nf  the 
abfolute  impoffibility  of  any  privileged  body  exifting  where  nil 
orders  are  to  be  equal,  and  that,  while  the  parliament  have  the 
(hadow  of  an  exigence,  they  will  for  ever  be  ftruggling  for 
power,  for  confequence,  and  for  ancient  ufages.  He  even  ta¬ 
citly  admits  they  have  not  been  free  from  venality,  when  he  af- 
fents,  *  I  conclude  that  grofs  pecuniary  corruption  muft  have  been 
‘  rather  rare  among  them.' — How  alfo  were  fuch  bodies  to  pre- 
fide  over  juries  in  criminal  caufes  ;  or  how  reconcile  thcmfelvcs 
to  an  altered,  a  fimplified  code  of  judicature  ? 

The  army  comes  next  in  order ;  and  all  the  abufes  that  ex*- 
ifted  in  the  unfettled  ftate  of  the  kingdom,  while  what  is  called 


•  Can  there  be  a  morcJiorrible  defcription  of  a  monarch  than  this  ? 
Without  ever  confidering  what  may  be  the  tranquillity  or  happinefs 
of  his  fubje6ts»  he  is  reprefented  by  Mr.  Burke  as  determined  to  be¬ 
come  defpotic  bccaufit  he  has  heard  of  defpotifm. 
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the  queen’s  party  had  a  fhadow  of  authority  remaining^  arc 
ipoken  of  as  the  cftablUhed  order  of  things.  The  privilege 
the  AfTembly  ckims  of  objecting  to  an  obnoxious  officer  ap¬ 
pointed  by  tne  king>  is  called  tantamount  to  officering  the  whole 
army ;  and  the  various  meafures  to  incorporate  the  foldier  with 
the  citizen  i  to  teach  thofe  habits  and  thofe  affections  which 
may  render  him  the  friend  and  protcdlor  of  his  country,  inftead 
of  the  flave  of  a  defpot;  thofe  principles  to  which  France  owes 
die  recovery  of  her  rights,  and  the  uninterrupted  deftruCtion 
of  the  Baftile;  are  confidered  as  injurious  to  the  military  cha¬ 
racter,  and  deftruCtive  of  difcipline,  fubordination,  and  genuine 
courage. 

•  After  this  Mr.  Burke  compliments  the  French  peafantry  on 
being  able  to  reafon  with  the  fame  fophiftry  and  determination 
to  miflead  as  himfelf.  He  has  not,  indeed,  the  boldnefs  to  de¬ 
fend  that  feodality  which  ftill  keeps  a  conHderable  part  of  Eu- 
jrope  in  a  ftate  of  barbarifm,  the  neceffary  cOnfequence  of  a  dif- 
flnCtlon  which,  never  being  interrupted,  precludes  all  the  noble 
ambition  t)f  one  clafs  anxious  to  deferve,  and  of  another  to  ar¬ 
rive  at  pre-eminence.  But  Aiding  immediately  from  the  abo- 

Jition  of  tenures  he  had  in  a  former  part  o/  his  work  con¬ 
demned,  he  confiders,  or  rather  conceives,  the  peafantry  will 
confider  the  poffcffion  of  any  lands  at  all  as  equally  barbarous, 
becaufe  of  equal  antiquity ;  as  if  to  hold  lands  on  the  common 
terms  of  proprietor  and  tenant,  were  at  all  Amilar  to  all  the 
degrading  oppreffions  of  lords  and  vaflals.  ‘  But  the  peafant 

•  will  fay.  The  men  we  now  hold  of  arc  no  longer  the  fame 
^  race  of  beings  as  wc  once  ferved. — No :  you  have  fent  them 

•  to  us  with  their  arms  reverfed,  their  Aiields  broken,  their  im- 

•  preffes  defaced,  and  fo  difplumed<^  degraded,  fuch  unfeathered 

•  two-legged  things,  that  we  no  longer  know  them.*  What  is 
this  Icfs  than  faying.  We  now  fee  our  fuperiors  arc  men;  they 
before  appeared  quadrupeds,  or  oClopeds,  bearing  trophies  they 
could  neither  trace  nor  read,  and  rendered  more  amphibious  by 
a  plumage  which  fpoke  them  aerial,  while  their  weight  or  ar¬ 
mour  funk  them  to  earth,  to  which  their  vices  hardly  gave 
them  a  title.  The  reader  too  wmH  obferve  that  all  this  while 
the  lords  themfclves  are  fuppofed  to  have  aCled  with  a  dignity 
and  propriety  that  precluded  all  poffibility  of  pppreffion,  or  of 
miftaking  thefc  adventitious  honours  for  innate  fuperiority ; 
while  the  people  arc  reprefented  as  having  fancied  their  fupe¬ 
riors  fuch  by  nature,  and  willingly  ferved  them  through  the  in- 

'  fluence  of  miftaken  opinion.  Common  fenfic  and  conftant  ob- 
fervation  would  tell  Mr.  Burke  the  reverfc  was  cxaCtly  the  cafe. 
Authority,  when  tempered  with  prudence  and  a  confideration 
of  the  natural  equality  of  mankind,  lofcs  all  its  terrors,  and 
7  fervitude, 
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fervitude,  white  it  feetns  the  cfFcA  of  choice,  no  longer  occu¬ 
pies  the  mind  with  gloomy  defpondency,  and  an  anxiety  for 
change. 

Laft  of  all  Mr.  Burke  engages  in  the  bufinefs  of  finance.  As 
this  is  connected  With  church  pillaging,  facrilcge*,  and  atheifmy 
we  ihould  expeft  our  author  to  reafon  with  his  cuftomary  cooi» 
nefs: 

Primd  di^e  mihi  fummd  a  dicende  camena. 

^  Th^obie^ls  of  a  financier/  (ays  Mr.  Burke,  ‘  are,  to  (ecur6 
‘  an  ample  revenue ;  to  impofe  it  with  judgment  and  equality; 

*  to  employ  it  economically,  and,  when  necelEty  obliges  him^ 

^  to  make  ufe  of  credit;  to  fecure  its  foundation  in  that  inftance 
‘  and  for  ever,  by  the  clearnefs  and  candour  of  his  proceedings, 

^  the  exa£lnefs  of  his  calculations,  and  the  folidity  of  his  funds.* 
In  all  thefe  heads  he  proceeds  to  take  a  view  of  the  abilities  and 
proceedings  of  the  National  Aflembly;  but  as  he  has  not 
thought  proper  to  contraft  them  with  the  old  fyftem,  we  ihall 
fupply  the  deficiency  in  this  place  by  reminding  our  readers,  for  ‘ 
we  need  not  inform  any  of  them,  that,  before  the  revolution, 
the  revenue  was  not  ample,  it  was  not  impofed  with  judgment 
and  equality,  nor  employed  economically ;  that  when  neceilitj 
required  credit,  which  was  always^  there  were  no  means  of  y?- 
curing  a  foundation  which  no  longer  extjled^  becaufe  there  was 
no  longer  a  foltd  fund  on  which  to  make  a  clear  or  fair  calcu¬ 
lation.  •  . 

In  viewing  the  new  arrangements,  he  makes  no  allowance  fbt 
the  novelty^  of  the  fit  nation,  the  temporary  fufpenfidn  of  order 
and  authority;  is  furprifed  there  fliould  be  a  deficiency  in  any 
of  the  impofts,'and7r/Vf  to  be  pUafant  on  the  contributions  and 
benevolences  that  were  offered  as  an  immediate  fupply  to  the 
exigencies  of  the  ftate.  As  kings,  even  Louis  XIV.  had  done 
the  fame,-  ^  the  Affembly,  it  is  faid,  took  an.  old  huge  full- 
^  bottotned  perriwig  out  of  the  wardrobe  of  the  antiquated  fop- 
^  pery  of  Louis  XIV.*  [is  this  you,  Mr.  Burke,  that  talk  thus 
of  that  grand  monarch? J  ‘  to  cover  their  premature  baldnefs.* 
At  length,  fays  our  author,  M.,Neckar  flatters  himfelf  with 
the  profpeil  of  getting  through  the  year ;  but  how  is  he  to  get 
throi^h  the  next  ?  Perhaps  the  fucceeding  paragraph  may  teach 
Mr.  Burke’s  readers,  though  he  is  unable  to  learn  any  thing 
from  it  himfelf. 

‘  As  to  their  other  fchemes  of  taxation,  it  is  impolEble  to  fay 

*  anything  of  th'^m  with  certainty,  becaufe  they  have  not  yet 

*  had  their  operation.*  Is  it  probable  the  revenue  will  be  Iris 
when  new  taxes  are  impofed  and  collcfted,  and  when  thofe 
taxes  are  fuch  as,  operating  equally  oh  all  the  clalTes,  aceprding 

to 
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to  their  fuperfluous  expences,  cannot  but  be  efficient.  The 
^uantit^  of  paper  is  again  and  again  adverted  to,  without  a  finglc 
lecoliection  of  the  low  ftate  of  the  American  paper,  with  the 
profpei^  of  a  war  before  them.  It  is  expedied  that  the  credit 
of  an  unfettlcd  government  (hould  at  once  be  fuperior  to  that 
of  the  old  government,  which  it  is  acknowledged  was  bad.  Yet 
it  could  gain  credit  at  home  and  abroad.  ^  But  what  offers,  it 
‘  is  a(ked,  has  this  government  of  pretended  liberty  had  from 
♦  Holland,  Hamburg,  Switzerland,  England,  and  Genoa?’ — 
We  would  rather  afk,  What  offers  have  they  made  of  a  ruinous 
intereft  for  a  temporary  fupply? — the  laft  wretched  refource  of 
the  worn*  out  monarcliy,  till  its  reiterated  applications  ended  in 
the  anfwer  returned  to  itinerant  mendicants. 

In  examining  the  fales  of  church  booty^  he  afferts  that  the  buyers 
are  cheated  by  not  knowing  what  the  incumberances  upon  them 
arc ;  and,  by  fome  indirect,  circuitous  means,  would  endeavour 
to  make  us  think  that  they  are  chargeable  with  the  annuities 
to  be  granted  to  ecclefiaftics.  If  we  underftand  it,  the  argu¬ 
ments  arc  thefe,  the  lands  arefecurity  for  affignats,  that  is,  their 
purchafc  is  payable  in  affignats,  and  with  the  affignats  the  eccle- 
^aftics  are  paid.  So  much  for  a  nation  of  fophifts !  The  ex* 
pences  of  fupporting  the  ecclefiaftics  is  faid  greatly  to  exceed 
the  value  of  their  land.  This  at  leaft  fpeaks  a  wim  to  fupport 
the  inferior  orders,  not  only  at  the  expence  of  the  higher,  but 
at  any  expcnce.  But  it  could  not  efcape  this  able  pofitician 
that  the  moft  Confiderable  part  of  tlie  annuities  will  ceafe  with 
the  lives  of  the  prefent  holders ;  fo  that  if  the  ftate  can,  on  any 
terms,  fupport  them  now,  how  wealthy  muft  it  be  when  this 
burthen  is  removed! — But  fuch  is  ‘  the  calculating  powers  of 
^  impofture !  fuch  the  finance  of  philofophy  !*  that  Law’s  fcheme 
of  the  Miffiffippi  bubble  was  honeft,  was  feafible,  compared 
with  thefe.  After  the  moft  violent  tleclamations  pn  the  bayonet, 
as  accompanying  the  aflignats,'  the  whole  ends  In  (hewing  that, 
in  their  worft  ftate,  they  bore  a  difcount  of  7  per  cent. — ^Did 
Mr  Burke  never  know  navy  bills  of  England  at  15  per  cent, 
and  yet  pay  an  intereft  of  four  per  cent. 

At  length,  after  dwelling  on  many  of  thofe  miferies  and  dif- 
treffes  which  time  and  eftablilhed  order  have  gradually  removed, 
Mr.  Burke  fums  up  the  bufinefs  in  fome  very  eafy  propofitions 
to  a  man  who  has  a  comfortable  firc-fide,  who  has  held  a  con- 
fiderable  pecuniary  department  in  the  ftate,  and  at  prefent  is  faid 
to  feaft  on  the  induftry  of  an  oppreffed  kingdom  ; 

*  To  tell  the  people  that  they  arc  relieved  by  the  dilapidation  of 
their  public  efiate,  is  a  cruel  and  infolent  impofition.  Statefmen,  be¬ 
fore  they  valued  themfelves  on  the  relief  given  to  the  people,  by  the 
dcilruflion  of  their  revenue,  ought  firft  to  have  carefully  attended  to 
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hementhas  ever  been  kindled,  but  by  what  he  coniidered  a» 
joamy^  *  "Twelve  months  in  fome  lit^e  time,  one  would  think,  *  to 
cool,  to  feften  thofe  phrafes  of  cauldron^  reeking  from  a  fermont  ajfajf. 
ntf/mr,  Ump-inmsi  /fir its  of  belli  and  bell  firti  &c. 

Having  made  thus  free  with  a  work,  the  fplendour  of  which 
ftill  ftrikes  us  with  aftonifhment,  the  reader  will  perhaps  won¬ 
der  what  we  find  in  it  to  admire.  He  fhould  remember  then, 
that,  in  our  critique,  we  have  divefted  the  work  of  all  orna¬ 
ment  j  we  have  examined  into  the  meaning  of  the  fentences, 
and  ^  force  of  the  argurnents.  If  he  ihoulcf  choofe  to  perufe 
the  work  jtfelf,  he  will  give  us  credit  for  fome  labour.  He  will 
find  bimfdf  charmed  with  every  period,  and  rather  anxious  to 
get  on  to  the  next,  than  clofely  examine  the  truth,  or  perhaps 
even  the  nieaning  of  the  laft ;  he  will  be  led  ,from  one  region 
of  the  fiury  world  to  another ;  he  will  fancy  himfelf  convinced^ 
and  at  the  fame  time  wonder  how  he  could  oe  convinced ;  yet, 
inftead  of  being  undeceived,  by  going  repeatedly  over  the  fame 
ground,-  he  will  feel  a  momentary  furprife  that  he  could  poflibly 
entertain  opinions  different  from  what  is  proved  in  fuch  various 
points  of  view.  In  (hort,  he  will  be  alternately  foothed  into 
good  temper  with  his  author,,  inflamed  againft  his  opponents, 
and  flattered  at  being  confidered  a  degree  above  a  rank  whicll 
•Mr.  Burke  configns  to  eternal  ignorance  and  poverty.  And, 
when  he  recovers  from  the  delufion,  which  in  time  he  muft  do, 
he  will  be  more  than  ever  aftoniihed  at  the  powers  of  a  writer 
that  could  do  fo  much.  But  if  he  polfefTes  a  mind  ftrong 
enough  to  judge  for  itfelf,  and  a  temper  foftened  by  thofe  af- 
fi^ons  which  induce  us  to  pity  the  calamities  of  the  inferior 
dais  of  mankind,  and  to  be  anxious  only  for  their  acquiring 
diofe  rights  which  have  been  lb  long  wimheld  from  them,  he 
will  feel,  as  we  have  done,  for  talents  fo  mifapplied !  If,  far- 
dier,  he  has  had  c^portunities  of  knowing  thofe  fa£U  which  are 
ftated  with  fuch  bold  fdjuy^  or  artful  mifreprefentation,  he  will 
grow  indignant  at  the  fight  of  his  book,  and  condemn  it  to  the 
flames  as  a  libel  a^nu  truth,,  and  the  common  interefis  of 
mankind. 
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Art.  V.  Euphemia.  By  ChcrloiU  Lennox.  l2mo.  4  vol.  I29. 

CadeU.  London,  1790. 

TH  E  former  labours  of  this  lady  have  defervedly  placed  her 
in  the  moft  dlftinguifhed  rank  of  the  novel  writers  of  the 
prefent  day.  By  the  publication  before  us,  fhe  has  conlirined 
and  incre^ed  her  reputation.  The  incidents  of  this  novel  are 
natural,  interefting,  and  well  contrafted.  The  charadters  are 
drawn  from  a  correft  obfervation  of  life.  The  ftyle  is  pure, 
elegant,  and  unaffected.  In  ihort,.if  this  performance  does  not 
take  a  ftrong  hold  of  the  feelings,  at  leaft  it  flows  with  a  certain 
equability  of  fentiment  that  never  fails  to  intcreft.  The  follow¬ 
ing  feene,  amongft  many  others  of  no  lefs  merit,  touches  the 
heart  with  a  tender  fimplicity,  feldom  feen  in  productions  of 
thisfpecies: 

It  was  not  more  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before  my  mother 
died,  when,  faintly  prefling  my  hand,  which  flic  held  in  hers,  and 
looking  earneftly  on  me,  •  It  has  been  faid,*  faid  (he,  ‘  with  more 
wit  than  truth,  that  virtue  was  the  moft  beautiful  and  molt  unprofit¬ 
able  thing  in  the  world.  Can  that  bf  called  unprofitable  which,  when 
fuf^rted  by  faith,  can  in  the  hour  of  death  give  a  calm  like  this  — 
My  heart,  funk  as  it  was  with  forrow,  caught  the  entbufiafm  of  her 
words.. <  '  Oh  cried  I,  lifting  up  my  fwimming  eyes  to  heaven, 
may  I  die  the  death  of  the  righteous,  and  may  my  latter  end  be 
like  theirs  — A  fmile  of  joy  beamed  over  her  countenance,  now 
beginning  to  be  overfpread  with  the  dark  (hades  of  death— once  more 
I  felt  the  faint  prefTure  of  her  hand,  now  cold  and  clammy,  and 
withdrawing  from  mine.  To  the  laft  moment  (he  kept  her  eyes  fixed 
upon  me ;  then  gently  clofing  them,  her  head  funk  upon  my  bofbm, 
and,  wdth  one  foft  figh,  (he  breathed  out  her  pure  and  Innocent 
foul.*  - -  —  '  —  * - 

A  pure  ftrain  of  morality  pervades  and  fandifies,  as  it  were, 
the  whole.  A  number  of  judicious  reflections  are  exhibited 
with  novelty  and  neatnefs.  For  example : 

It  is  a  great  misfortune  to  be  fo  much  beloved ;  for  one  of  whom 
fo  many  others  have  need  can  be  of  little  ufe  to  himfelf.  *  For  my 
)art,*  added  (he,  *  1  think  it  better  to  be  lefs  agreeable,  and,  as 
bmebody  fays,  never  to  facrifice  to  the  graces  at  all,  than  to  become 
the  viftim  of  the  facrifice. 

The  many  that  need,  and  the  many  that  deny  pity,  make  up  the 
bulk  of  mankind.* 

What  a  ^ity  that  the  life  of  a  man  who  is  an  honour  to  human 
nature  (hould  be  (hort.  Yet  furely  he  who  may  compute  his  exiflence, 
not  by  the  number  of  his  years,  but  his  good  a&ions,  may  be  truly 
&i4  to  live  long  i  for  good  aftions  are  the  feeds  of  immortality.* 
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Art.  VI.’  Jn  hijlorical  Development  of  the  prefent  political  Con* 
Jlitution  of  the  Germanic  Empire.  By  yohn  Stephen  Putter^ 
Privy  Counfellor  of  jujiice^  Ordinary  Profejfor  of  Laws  in  thg 
• '  Uhiverftty  of  Gottingen^  Member  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  at 
Berlin^  i^c.  TranJlaUd  from  the  German^  with  Notes^  and  a 
comparative  View  of  the  Revenues^  Population^  Forces^  i^c  of 
the  refpc£live  Territories^  from  the  Stcetijlical  Tables  lately  publiftni 
at  Berlin^  by  fo/tah  Dornford^  of  Lincoln^ s- Inn^  LA.D*  of  the 
Univerjity  of  Gottingen^  and  kte  of  Trinity  College^  Oxford.  V d.  Ill, 
8vo.  boar<is.  7s.  pp.‘450.  Payne  and  Son.  .London,  1790.  I 


tr'HIS  volume  commences  with  the  eighth  period  of  mo- 
dern  hiftory,  or  that  which  intervened  from  the  death  of 
Charles  the  Sixth,  in  1740,  till  the  peace  of  Aix  la  Chapellc 
in  1748.  The  houfe  of  Bavaria  now  preferred  claims  on  the 
Auftrian  fucce;flion,  founded  upon  the  principle  of  regrejftve  /;7-| 
heritance\  but  they  were  not  admitted  to  the  prejudice  of  thofcl 
who  were  the  neareft  related  to  the  laft  of  the  male  line.  Mariai 
Therefa,  therefore,  fucceeded,  according  to  the  Pragmatic  Sane- 1 
tion,  and  undertook  to  exercife  her  right  of  voting  in  behalf  of 
Bohemia,  to  affifl  in  procuring  her  hufband  to  be  elected  em¬ 
peror* 

Short  as  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Seventh  was,  it  was  fruitJ 
ful  in  events  of  great  importance.  The  Prulfian  power,  in  par-| 
ticular,  was  confiderably  augmented  by  the  addition  of  Silefial 
and  Eaft  Friefland.  The  territory  of  Eifenach  devolved  to  thsl 
houfe  of  Saxe  Weimar,  and  Siegen  to  the  houfe  of,Orange-| 
NalTau,  though  claims  were  laid  to  the  latter  by  another  pre.| 
tender.  A  profpeft  was  opened  to  the  houfe  of  Gottorp,  of- 
fucceeding  to  the  thrones  of  Sweden  and  Ruffiai  and  a  decree 
of  the  empire,  in  favour  of  the  houfe  of  Heffe-CalTel,  confirmeJi 
its  pofleffion  of  the  county^  of  Hanau,  as  well  as  its  unlimited' 

'  privilege  de  non  appellando. 

The  events  oh  the  fucceflion  of  the  Emperor  Francis  the 
Firft,  in  1 745,  come  next  under  our  author's  obfervation.  With! 
this  reign  falls  the  ninth  period  of  modern  hiftory,  extendin 
from  the  peace  of  Aix  la  Chapellc  in  1748,  to  the  election  0 
Jofeph  IL  king  of  the  Romans  in  1764.  The  moft  remark 
able  occurrences  are,  alterations  in  the  coinage,  religious  griev 
ances  of  Hohenloke,  difturbances  among  the  Catholics  at  th.; 
court  of  Vienna,'  and  the  memorable  war  of  feven  years.  Th^ 
great  defe<^  in  the  military  eftablilhment  of  the  empire  wi!'' 
appeac  from  our  author’s  oblervations  io  the  following  ^ 
tract : 

*  Tl 
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•  The  military  cftablilhmcnt  of  G  crmany  cannot  be  placed  in  a  clearer 
point  of  view  than  in  the  obfervatioils  which  were  occafio.ied  by  thp 
defeat  of  the  army  of  the  empire  at  Rof^bach.  The  grand  circumllancc 
to  be  confidcred  is  the  obligation  every  date  is  under  to  provide  his  own 
contingent  with  every  neccffary  article  even  in  the  field.  Many  regi¬ 
ments  are  compofed  of  the  contingents  of  feveral  llates>  each  of 
which  has  a  particular  commiflary,  or  entrepeneur  i  its  own  baggage- 
waggons,  ovens,  hofpitals,  &c.  It  is  imppflible,  therefore,  for  the 
army  to  have  any  regular  magazine,  becaufe  the  commiflaries  cannot 
keep  their  llores  together,  and  on  that  account  require  feveral  fepa- 
rate  buildings;  and  it  fometimes  happens  that  they  are  neither  pro¬ 
vided  with  bakers  nor  ovens,  but  are  obliged  to  run  over  the  coun- 
•  try  to  allc  leave  from  the  peafants  in  the  villages  to  bake  their  bread  ; 
fo  that  the  foldiers  of  courfe  have  their  bread  of  a  bad  quality,  half- 
baked,  and  very  unwholefome. 

‘  A  Angle  regiment,  which  is  raifcd  by  ten  or  twelve  different 
ftatcs,  mult  fend  to  as  many  different  places  for  bread.  The  number 
of  waggons  ufed  by  the  army  is  not  fufiicient  for  the  purpofc ;  of 
courfe  others  mull  be  piocured  from  the  peafants  of  the  country.  The 
confequence  of  which  is,  not  only  a  great  expcnce,  but  it  inevitably 
follows  that,  in- the  fame  company,  one  foldier  has  good  bread,  and 
another  bad;  nay,  he  may  even  Itarve,  while  his  comrade  enjoys  a 
belly>fuli,  which  occafions  incredible  jealouiies  among  the  privates. 

Another  inconvenience  is,  that  the  army  is  never  fupplied  with  bread 
at  the  fame  time,  becaufe  one  contingent  receives  their  allowance 
to-day,  another  to-morrow,  and  a  third,  perhaps,  the  day  after.  The 
commanding  officer,  therefore,  can  never  know,  with  any  degree  of 
'  certainty,  whether  his  army  is  provided  with  bread  for  any  number 
of  days  or  not ;  fo  that,  if  he  has  any  plan  in  agitation,  it  is  impbflible 
for  him  to  keep  it  fecret ;  he  mult  difclofe  it  to  a  number  of  officers, 
becaufe  one  man,  who  has  only  ten  or  twelve  men,  which  are  fent  by 
one  Hate,  mult  know  what  previous  preparation  to  make,  as  much  as 
he  who  has  to  provide  for  a  thoufand.  It  frequently  happens,  like- 
wife,  that  the  men  are  in  want  of  bread  ;  the  commilTaries  are  out  of 
the  way,  conceal  themfelves,  and  very  often  are  not  to  be  found  at 
;.ll.  Of  courfe,  therefore,  if  the  men  are  not  affilted  from  the  ge- 
ncral  army  (lock,  molt  of  them  mull  literally  die  for  want  of  the  com¬ 
mon  ncceffaries  of  life.  .  In  cafe,  moreover,  of  a  file  or  detachment 
of  men  being  fent  on  any  expedition,  if  there  are  no  more  than  fifty 
in  number,  and  it  may  very  often  happen  that  every  man  is  fent  by 
a  different  ftate,  no  lefs  than  fifty  commllfaries  mull  accompany  them* 
to  fupply  them  individually  with  provifions  ;  and  then,  perhaps,  there 
are  not  conveniencies  enough,  which  is  often  the  cafe,  for  carrying 
the  bread,  when  it  is  required  for  any  time,  in  a  fudden  and  unex- 
pefted  march.  Another  Inconvenient  circum fiance  is,  that  the  pri-  '  ^ 

vates  neither  receive  their  pay  at  the  fame  time,  nor  in  the  fame  pro¬ 
portion;  the  inevitable  confequence  of  which  is,  that  thofe  who 
have  a  fmaller  pay  than  their  comrades  are  difeontented ;  and  thofe 
who  receive  their  pay  for  whole  weeks  and  months,  perhaps,  at  once, 

Apend  it,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  days,  in  drinking,  and  then  have 

C  2  •  recourfe 
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recourfe  to  ftealirg,  or  living  on  the  public.  Bsfidcs  this,  almcfl 
every  circle,  if  not  every  individual  date,  has  a  particular  hofpital ; 
ib  that  the  Tick  and  wounded  are  difperfed  in  villages  at  a  dillance 
from  each  other,  and  are  of  courfe  negleded  or  left  to  a  ddlipated 
life,  and  are  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  illicit  pradlices. 

*  It  has  been  obferved  alfo,  that,  in  order  to  keep  the  army  of  the 
empire  in  better  regulation,  the  commanding  officers  of  the  regiments 
ought  to  have  more  authority,  and  be  at  liberty  todifeharge  luch  ad¬ 
jutants,  quarter-mailers,  and  other  officers,  as  are  unfit  fur  fervice, 
or  negleft  their  duty.;  and  have  full  power  to  compel  the  fuperior 
officers  to  pay  a  rigid  attention  to  military  difcipline.  It  is  necelTary, 
moreover,  that  each  regiment  ffiould  have  every  thing  requifite  for 
its  equipment,  as  (hoes,  dockings,  &c.  in  a  fufficient  quantity,  al¬ 
ways  at  hand  ;  that  every  battalion  ffiould  be  provided  likewife  with 
the  indruments  neceffary  for  making  intrenchments,  &c.  of  which 
they  are  daily  in  want,  to  prevent  their  taking  them  by  force  from 
the  poor  peasants,  or  paying  an  exorbitant  price  for  them,  which  very 
often  delays  the  troops  in  their  march,  or  clfe  they  are  expofed  to  the 
greated  danger  for  want  of  the  proper  precautions  of  throwing  up 
works  to  procedt  themfelvcs  ;  that  every  battalion  ffiould  l*e  provided 
with  a  baggage-waggon  and  able  horfes  to  carry  the  various  neceffa- 
ries  for  the  army  during  a  campaign.;  and  another  waggon,  or  pack- 
horfes,  to  follow  with  the  tents,  that  the  troops  may  not  be  obliged  to 
lie  upon  the  ground  in  the  open  air,  and  run  the  rifk  of  their  lives ; 
that  every  battalion  ffiould  have  two  field -pieces  of  cannon  of  the 
fiime  weight,  with  a  fufficient  number  of  artillery-men  and  horfes  to 
each;  but  principally,  that  their  mulkets  ffiould  be  uniform,  and  of 
the  fame  bore ;  a  circumllance  in  which  fo  much  negligence  was  ob- 
fefved  at  the  battle  of  Rofsbach,  that  of  a  hundred  muikets,  not  above 
twenty  could  be  fired.  As  long  as  luch  defects  as  thefe,  and  God 
knows  how  many  more,  are  not  remedied,  every  honed  German,  when 
he  confiders  their  importance,  mud  join  in  the  fervent  wiffi,  that  the 
Holy  Roman  Empire  may  be  long  prefer  ved  from  the  fate  of  war !’ 

The  tenth  j>eriod  of  modern  hiftory  begins  in  1764,  when 
Jofeph  the  Second  was  elected  King  of  the  Romans.  Fornierly, 
when  a  king  of  the  Romans,  or  an  emperor,  was  elected,  it 
was  ufual  for  him  to  be  perfonally  prefent  in  the  conclave,  that 
he  might  at  the  fame  time  not  only  accept  the  dignity,  but  take 
the  oath  to  obferve  the  capitulation  fubmitted  to  him.  At  the 
three  preceding  eledions  it  was  fettled,  that  an  ambaflador  from 
the  new  emperor,  who  was  prefent  in  the  conclave,  fhould  take 
the  ufual  oaths  to  obferve  the  capitulation  in  the  emperor’s 
name.  Notwithftanding  this,  his  imperial-  majefty,  when  he 
makes  his  public  entrance,  muft  perfonally  take  the  oaths,  and 
from  that  day  the  vicars  of  the  empire  refign  the  adminif* 
tration. 

Our  author  obferves,'  that,  as  there  had  been  thefe  prece¬ 
dents,  there  could  be  no  objection,  at  the  eledtion  of  a  King  of 
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the  Romans  likewife,  to  the  dignity  being  accepted,  and  the 
oaths  being  taken  to  obferve  the  capitulation  at  the  fame  time. 
But  at  the  preceding  elections  of  a  King  of  the  Romans,  it  was 
cuftomary  for  the  prince,  on  whom  the  election  fell,  to  requell 
the  confent  of  the  reigning  emperor,  who  w^as  prefent,  and  ge¬ 
nerally  his  own  father,  before  he  declared  his  acceptance  of  the 
dignity.  At  prefent,  that  thefe  two  perfonages  might  not  have 
the  trouble  of  attending  in  perfon,  it  was  fo  fettled,  for  the  firft 
time,  that  Prince  Lichtenflein,  who  on  that  account  acquainted 
the  Elector  of  Mentz  of  the  full  power  he  was  invefted  with, 
was  invited  immediately  after  the  election,  by  one  of  the  Eleftor 
of  Mentz*s  envoys,  to  the  conclave,  and  gave  the  emperor’s 
paternal  confent  in  his  name ;  a  method  which,  it  is  probable, 
will  be  obferved  in  ftniilar  cafes  in  future.' 

The  prii\cipal  courts  of  Germany  never  difeovered  fo  much 
^eal  and  unanimity,  on  any  occafton,  as  in  the  wilh,  which  they 
exprefled  at  the  congrefs  of  eleftion,  that  the  vifitation  of  the 
Imperial  chamber  at  Witzler,  which  had  been  fo  long  defired, 
might  at  laft  be  ferioufly  attended  to.  This  zeal  was  fully  re¬ 
vived,  when  Jofeph  II.  immediately  after  his  acceffion  to  the 
Imperial  throne,  difeovered  the  moft  laudable  inclination  to 
protijiote  regularity  and  expedition  in  the  adminiftration  of  juf* 
ticc,  In  1766  he  iflued  an  ordinance,  containing  the  moft  fa- 
lutary  regulations  to  be  obferved  by  the  Aulic  council  in  legal 
proceedings.  The  vifitation  of  the  Imperial  chamber  became 
afterwards  the  fubjeft  of  great  attention,  and  the  various  fteps 
concerning  it  are  diftin£lly  related  by  the  hiftorian. 

It  appears,  from  Mr.  Putter’s  very  accurate  Development, 
that  the  conftitution  of  the  Germanic  empire  remains,  at  pre- 
j  fent,  with  refpedl  to  its  principal  features,  in  the  fame  form  that 
it  afTumed  at  Ac  peace. of_W eftphalia.  In  many  refpefts  its  foun¬ 
dation,  fmee  that  time,  has  been  more  ftrengthened,  though  it  has 
occafionally  likewife  received  fome  violent  fhocks.  The  whole 
Germanic  empire  is  ftill  united  under  one  common  fupreme 
head ;  but  the  circumftance  of  its  confifting  of  many  diftindt 
and  feparate  ftates,  which  ftand  almoft  in  the  fame  relation  to 
each  other  as  the  different  ftates  of  Europe,  has  acquired  weight 
with  the  lapfe  of  time  fince  the  peace  of  Weftphalia.  This 
circumftance  even  now  frequently  renders  it  difficult  to  obferve 
the  unity  of  the  empire,  which  ftill  continues.  The  Unity,  in¬ 
deed,  is  only  immediately  obvious  at  the  .emperor’s  court,  the 
diet,  and  the  Imperial  chamber ;  at  Vienna,  therefore,  Ratifbon, 
and  W etzlar.  Our  author  makes  fome  obfervations,  tending 
to  give  a  farther  knowledge  of  thefe  particular  places,  and  which 
throw  fome  light  upon  the  prefent  conftitution  of  the  empire  iu 
gdner^. 

C  3  OlT|C 
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One  great  advantage  of  the  Germanic  conilltution  is,  that  t 
legal  rdbrt  is  open  againft  every  member  of  the  empire.  Of 
this  invaluable  privilege  our  author  gives  the  following  ac¬ 
count  : 


^  The  general  bond  which  fiill  unites  the  Germanic  empire  in  the 
manner  hitherto  deferibed,  under  the  emperor  and  empire,  and  the 
fiipreme  tribunals,  notwith (landing  its  divifion  into  fo  many  feparate 
territorits,  is  confiderably  ftrengthened,  and  a  grand  objeft  of  the 
>vhole  conilituiion  obtained,  by  the  circumilance  that,  notwithHand-* 
ing  the  variety  cf  dates  and  members  of  the  empire,  amongd  whom 
the  right  of  felf-defence  would  foon  give  the  dronged  power  the  ad* 
vantage,  no  felf-defence  is  permitted  ;  but  the  way  is  open  to  every 
individual,  without  didindion,  to  procure  his  right  by  legal  means, 
and  obtain  judice,  when  he  finds  himfelf  aggrieved. 

•  Thus  the  difputcs  which  one  date  may  have  with  another,  and 
which,  among  independent  powers,  can  only  be  decided  by  recourfe 
to  arms,  are  adjuded  by  thefentence  of  a  court  of  judicature.  The 
fecurity  of  the  fubjeds  of  an  independent  date  depends  entirely  upon 
the  judice  they  procure  in  their  own  country;  whereas,  in  the  Ger¬ 
manic  conditution,  there  are  means  open  to  the  fubjeds  themfelves^ 
to  feck  protedion  from  the  oppreffive  power  of  their  fovereign  in  a 
fiiperior  ju4ge  ;  whether  they  have  recourfe  to  appeals  in  private  law- 
fuits  (where  they  are  not  redrided  by  particular  privileges  granted 
by  the  emperor),  plead  the  invalidity  of  proceedings  complain  of 
the  delay  of  judice,  or  bring  their  adion  immediately  againd  the 
fovereign  himfelf,  which  they  are  at  liberty  to  do,  in  all  cafes  of  an 
abufe  of  his  territorial  power;  whereas  in  independent  dates  there  is 
no  alternative  but  patience  and  obedience  to  avoid  the  greater  evils 
of  rebellion  and  civil  war. 

*  In  this  point  of  view,  the  inftances  of  dates  of  the  empire,  who 
abufe  their  territorial  privileges,  being  made  to  feel  that  they  are  not 
independent  by  a  fuperior  power,  may  be  conficicred  as  peculiar  to 
the  conditution  of  Germany.  Both  the  fupreme  tribunals  of  the  em¬ 
pire  have  frequently  iffued  decrees  in  the  fuits  of  whole  countries,  the 
foie  objed  of  which  has  been  to  redrain  the  exercife  of  the  power  of 
the  fovereign  within  certain  limits,  as  in  the  indance  of  the  decree  of 
the  Aulic  ccuncil  againft  Mectvlenburg  and  Wirtenburg;  and  of  the 
Imperial  chamber  againft  NafTau-Weiiburg  and  Lippe-Detmold.  Im¬ 
perial  decrees  were  iffued  fo  late  as  the  years  1776,  1775, 

after  a  previous  refolution  of  the  Aulic  coundl  againft  three  reigning 
counts  fuccellivcly ;  by  virtue  of' which  they  were  even  put  in  per- 
fonal  arreft  for  abufing  their  territorial  power,  and  for  other  mif- 
demeanors,  although  it  is  exprefsly  ordered,  in  the’emperoris  capitu¬ 
lation,  that  no  ftaies  of  the  empire  who  are  entitled  by  prefeription  to 
^  feat  and  voice  at  the  )liet,  (hall  be  fufpended,  excluded,'  or  be  de¬ 
prived  <'f  their  government  provifionally,  or  in  any  other  manner, 
without  the  previous  coofent  of  the  eledors,  princes,  and  dates  in 
general.'  v .  .  .  .  . . 

'  Bcfides 
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Bcfides  the  three  places,  Vienna,  Ratilbon,  and  Wetzler, 
where  the  conllitution  of  Germany  is  always  confpicuous,  it 
pccafionally  appears  at  an  elcdlion  of  a  King  of  the  Romans,  or 
Emperor,  in  the  deputations  of  the  empire,  and  particularly  the 
vifitation  of  the  chamber.  Separate  collegiate  meetings  may 
likewife  be  held,  as  has  been  frequently  the  cafe  with  the  elec¬ 
tors  and  imperial  cities,  particularly  with  the  ancient  fecular 
princes,  prelates,  and  counts.  Befides  thefe  may  be  held  diets 
.of  the  circles,  efpecially  thofe  of  Swabia,  Franconia,  Bavaria, 
and  the  circles  of  the  Rhine,  as  well  as  the  feparate  deliberations 
of  each  party  of  religion,  which  the  proteftant  body  has  had  the 
greatell  realon  to  have  recourfe  to,  on  account  of  the  majority 
of  votes  of  their  antagonjfts,  and  their  intolerant  principles. 

From  a  full  view  of  this  accurate  Development,  the  account 
of  which  we  are  now  to  conclude,  it  is  evident  that  the  confti- 
tution  of  the  Germanic  empire  is  not  the  moft  imperfeft,  but,  in 
comparifon  with  other  countries,  has  certain  advantages  in  its 
favour ;  at  leaft  it  is  not  to  be  attributed  to  the  conftitution  that 
the  different  parts  of  Germany  do  not  enjoy  an  equal  degree  of 
profperity.  The  view  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  population,  rc.r 
'  venues,  &c.  of  the  principal  territories  in  the  Germanic  em«» 
pire,  is  no  lefs  comprehenlive  than  well  arranged,  and  appears 
to  be  compiled  from  good  authorities.  In  the  tranflation  of  the 
whole  work,  and  the  notes  with  which  it  is  accompanied. 
Dr.  Dornford,  we  think,  has  acquitted  himfelf  with  care  and 
ability.  ' 


Art.  VII.  A  Treatlfe  on  the  Dropfy  of  the  Brain ;  iUuJirated  by  a 
Variety  of  Cafs.  Toluuhich  dre  Udded^  Ohfervatiom  on  theUfe 
and  Effects  of  the  Digitalis  Purpurea  in  Dropjies.  By  Charles 
William  M^  D.  Fellow  of  the  King*$  and  ^ueerCs  College 
'  of  Phyftcians^  Phyfcian-General  of  his  Maje/ly^s  Arms  in  Ireland^ 
and  of  the  Royal  Hofpital  for  Invalids^  near  Dublin.  8vo.  3s.  6d. 
fewed.  pp.  227#  Murray.  London,  1790. 

•  I 

pEW  difeafes  incident  to  mankind  have  been  treated  more 
imperfedly  than  that  of  the  hydrocephalus.  \That  it  has 
prevailed  more  or  lefs  in  all  ages,  there  is  not  the  leaft  reafon  to 
doubt  j  yet  the  l^te  celebrated  Dr.  Whyte,  profeflbr  of  medi- 
A  dicine  in  the  univerfity  of  Edinburgh,  is  the  firft  author  who 
I  has  delivered  any  accurate  account  of  its  hiftory,  or  even  afeer- 
talned  its  diagnoftics.  It  chiefly  prevails  among  children,  and 
has  hitherto  been  generally  reputed  a  chronic  difeafe  j  but  the 
author  now  under  confideration  adduces  fevcral  cafes  to  (hew 
that  it  fei^cs,  though  with  fome  divcrfityiq  the  fymptoms'. 
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pcrfons  at  a  more  advanced  period  of  life,  in  whom  It  proceeds 
with  quick  progrefs  to  a  fatal  termination,  by  means  of  a  hydro* 
cephalic  apoplexy. 

Dr.  Quin  remarks,  that  though  we  cannot,  ftri£tly  fpeaking, 
call  the  difeafe  hereditary,  yet  it  has  been  often  known  to  feize 
fevcral  children  of  a  family,  where  no  traces  could  be  difeovered 
of  any  fimilar  complaint  having  ever  afFedled  the  near  relations 
of  cither  of  the  parents. 

The  author  cannot  with  certainty  point  out  any  peculiarity 
of  conftitution,  temperament,  or  external  appearance,  which 
can  properly  be  deemed  a  predifpofing  caufe.^  Moft  of  the  pa¬ 
tients,  however,  who  have  been  under  his  care  on  account  of 
this  complaint,  or  under  that  of  other  phyficians  who  have  com¬ 
municated  their  obfervations  to  him^  have  been,  before  its  ap¬ 
pearance,  extremely  lively,  and  of  acute  underftanding.  In 
many  of  them,  an  unufual  tranfparency  of  the  fkin  has  been  ob- 
ferved,  through  which  the  veins  were  ftrongly  marked,  parti¬ 
cularly  about  the  temples,  forehead,  and  neck.  The  eyes  have 
been  uill,  prominent,  and  brilliant ;  and,  in  fome  few  cafes,  there 
has  been  reafon  to  fufpeil  the  exiftence  of  a  fcrophulous  taint. 

The  ufual  progrefs  of  the  difeafe  is  thus  deferibed  by  ouf 
author ; 

^  In  general,  the  patient  Is  at  firft  languid  and  inaflive,  often 
drowfy  and  peevifii,  but  at  intervals  cheerful,  and  apparently  free 
from  complaint.  The  appetite  is  weak,  a  naufea,  and,  in  many 
cafes,  a  vomiting  occurs  once  or  twice  in  the  day,  and  the  fkin  is  ob- 
ferved  to  be  hot  and  dry  towards  the  evenings :  foon  after  thefe  fymp* 
toms  have  appeared,'  the  patient  is  affeded  with  a  (harp  head-ach, 
chiefly  in  the  fore- part,  or  if  not  there,  generally  in  the  crown  of 
the  head :  it  is  fomeiimes,  however,  confined  to  one  fide  of  the  head, 
and,  ip  that  cafe,  when  the  pollure  of  the  body  is  ercdl,  the  head 
often  inclines  to  the  fide  affeded.  We  frequently  find  alfo,  that  the 
head-ach  alternates  with  the  aifedion  of  the  ftomach;  ^e  vopiiting 
being  lefs  trpublefome  when  the  pain  is  moll  violent,  and  <vicinjerfa\ 
other  parts  of  the  body  arc  likewife  fubjed  to  temporary  attacks  of 
pain,  viz.  the  extremities,  or  the  bowels,  but  more  conllantly  the 
back  of  the  neck,  and  between  the  fcapulae  \  in  all  fuch  cafes  the  head 
is  more  free  from  iineafinefs. 

'  I'he  patient  didikes  the  light  at  this  period ;  cries  much,  lleeps 
little,  and  when  he  docs  fleep,  he  grinds  his*  teeth,  picks  his  nofe, 
appears  to  be  uneafy,  and  Harts  often,  fereaming  as  if  he  were  ter¬ 
rified  ;  the  bowels  are,  in  the  majority  of  the  cafes,  very  much  con¬ 
fined,  though  it  fometimes  happens  that  they  are  in  an  oppofite  Hate ; 
the  pulfe,  in  this  early  ftage  of  the  diforder,  does  not  ufually  indicate 
pny  material  derangement. 

*  When  the  fymptoms  above  mentioned  have  continued  for  a  few 
days,  fub^efl  as  they  always  are  in  this  ^feafe  to  ^reat  ilufluation, 
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the  axis  of  one  eye  is  generally  found  to  be  turned  in  towards  the 
nofe;  the, pupil  on  this  fide  is  rather  more  dilated  than  the  other; 
and  when  both  eyes  have  the  axes  direded  inwards  (which  fometlines 
happens),  both  pupils  are  larger  than  they  are  obferved  to  be  in  the 
eyes  of  healthy  perfons :  the  vomiting  becomes  more  con^^ant,  and 
the  hcad-ach  more  excruciating ;  every  fymptom  of  fever  then  makes 
its  appearance,  the  pulfe  is  frequent,  and  the  breathing  quick ;  exa¬ 
cerbations  of  the  fever  take  place  towards  the  evening,  and  the  face 
is  occafionally  flulhed  ;  ufually  one  cheek  is  much  more  affeded  than 
the  other ;  temporary  pcHjpirations  likewife  break  forth,  which  arc 
not  followed  by  any  alleviation  of  dillrefs ;  a  difcharge  of  blood  from 
the  nofe,  which  fometimes  appears  about  this  pcri(^,  is  equally  in¬ 
efficacious. 

*  Delirium,  and  that  of  the  mofi  violent  kind,  particularly  if  the 
patient  has  arrived  at  the  age  of  puberty,  now  takes  place,  and,  with  ^ 
all  the  preceding  fymptoms  of  fever,  continues  for  a  while  to  increafe, 
until  about  fourteen  days,  often  a  much  fliorter  fpace  of  time  lhall 
have  elapied  fince  the  appearance  of  the  fymptoms,  which  were  firil 
mentioned  in  the  above  detail. 

*  The  difeafe  then  undergoes  that  remarkable  change,  which 
fometimes  fuddenly  points  out  the  commencement  of,  what  has  been 
called  its  fecond  fiage:  the  pulfe  becomes  flow  but  unequal,  both  at 
to  its  ftrength,  and  the  intervals  between  the  pulfations ;  the  pain  of 
the  head,  or  of  whatever  part  had  previoufly  been  affeded,  feems  to 
abate,  or  at  lead  the  patient  becomes  apparently  lefs  fenfible  of  it; 
the  interrupted  flumbers,  or  perpetual  reilleflTnefs  which  prevailed 
during  the  earlier  periods  of  the  diforder,  are  now  fiicceedcd  by  an 
almoft  lethargic  torpor,  the  flrabifmus,  and  dilatation  of  the  pupil  in¬ 
creafe,  the  patient  lies  with  one,  or  both  eyes  half  clofed,  which, 
when  minutely  examined,  are  often  found  to  be  completely  infenfible 
to  bght ;  the  vomiting  ceafes ;  whatever  food  or  medicine  is  offered 
1$  ulually  fwallowed  with  apparent  voracity;  the  bowels,  at  this 'pe¬ 
riod,  generally  remain  obftinateiy  coflive. 

*  If  every  effort  made  by  art  fails  to  excite  the  finking  powers  of 
life,  the  fymptoms  of  what  has  been  called  the  fecond  ftage  arc  foon 
fucceeded  by  others,  which  more  certainly  announce  the  approach  of 
death.  The  pulfe  again  becomes  equal,  but  fo  weak  and  quick,  that 
it  is  almoft  impoflible  to  count  it ;  a  difficulty  of  breathing,  nearly 
refembling  the  Jttrtor  apopkSicus^  is  often  obferved ;  fometimes  the 
eyes  arc  fuffufed  with  blood,  the  flufhing  of  the  face  is  more  fre- 
quent  than  before,  but  of  fhorter  duration,  and  followed  by  a  deadly 

!)alenc6 ;  red  fpots  or  blotches  fometimes  appear  on  the  body  and 
imbs ;  deglutition  becomes  difficult,  and  convulfions  generally  clofe 
thcfccnc.* 

Such  is  the  hiftory  of  the  apoplexia  ccphalica,  as  exaftly  as 
our  author  could  compile  it  from  the  writings  of  others,  and 
from  his  own  obfervations;,  but  he  defires  that  it  may  be  con¬ 
sidered  only  as  a  general  outline;  the  fymptoms,  though  fomc  of 
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them  ftrongly  marked^  beingi’as  we  well  know^  not  infepgrably 
xonnedted  with  the  difeafc*  » 

To  guide  the  judgment  of  the  phyfician  in  afeertaining,  as 
early  as  poUible,  the  diagnofis  of  this  dubious  diftemper,  Dr. 
Quin.fubjoins  to  his  defeription  feveral  excellent  obfervations, 
wuich  will  prove  highly  ufeful  to  the  pradtitioner.  He  remarks, 
thc^t  vt'hen  a  patient  is  found  to  be  afFedfed  with  vomiting,  head- 
ach,  and  coftivenefs,  the  fymptoms  which  moft  ufually  appear 
on  the  commencement  of  the  apo’plexia  hydrocephalica^  it  is 
diiHcuIt,  while  thefe  are  the  only  evident  complaints,  to  deter¬ 
mine  whether  they  may  not  arlfe  from  weaknefs  of  the  ftomach, 
or  incipient  fever  (efpecially  in  young  children),  from  dentition, 
or  worms  in  the  iiueltiiics.  If,  however,  they  do  not,  in  fume 
degree,  yield  to  an  emetic  immediately  adminiftcred,  and  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  few  mercurial  purgatives  judicioufly  repeated,  we 
(hall  commonly  find,  that  fome  of  the  other  fymptoms  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  general*  defeription  will  very  foon  prefent  them- 
felves.  Of  thefe,  avcrfion  to  light,  pain  between  the  fcapulse, 
and  fcrcams,  fuddenly  interrupting  fleep,  may  be  confidered  as 
very  alarming  fignals  of  an  impending  difeafe  of  the  brain.  But, 
though  the  circumftances  laft  mentioned  fhould  not  be  obferv- 
able,  the  obftinate  continuance  of  acute  head-ach,  vomitins:, 
and  c*.ftivenefs,  may  afford  ftrong  reafon  for  fufpefting  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  difeafe,  wherever  it  is  known  that  children  of  the 
lame  family  have  been  alFe<Sed  with  the  apoplexia  hydroce- 
phalica. 

It  will  be  ufeful  alfo,  hcTarther  bbfcrves,  towards  forming  an 
early  diagnofis,  to  recollcft  that,  in  cafes  of  this  kind  (at  leaft  in 
tiie  carlieft  ftage),  fpafms  of  the  limbs  occur  much  lefs  fre¬ 
quently  than  where  the  fymptoms  proceed  from  worms.  If,  in¬ 
deed,  continues  he,  during  its  firft  approaches,  the  difeafe  is  dif- 
regarded,  and  fuffered  to  gain  ground  before  proper  medical 
affiftance  is  called  for,  ftrabiimus,  irregularity  of  the  pulfe,  coma, 
and  even  blindnefs,  too  frequently  ferve  at  once  to  portend  death, 
and  to  point  out  its  caufe.  ^ 

With  rcfpedl  to  the  caule  of  this  difeafe,  Dr.  Quin  cndca- 
▼otirs  to  prove,  by  deduftions  drawn  from  an  extenfive  fcries  of 
that  the  diftemper  always  owes  its  origin  to  a  morbid  ac¬ 
cumulation  of  blood  in  the  veffels  of  the  brain,  fometimes  pro-  . 
seeding  to  a  degree  of  inflammation,  and  generally,  but  not  al¬ 
ways,  producing  an  extravafation  of  watery  fluid  before  death. 

In  fupport  of  this  denftrinc  he  obferves,  that,  at  the  period  of 
the  difeafe  in  which  the  head-ach  is  moft  acute,  every  fymptom 
of  fever,  arifing  from  an  increafed  a<^ion  of  the  vafcular  fyftem, 
Is  evident.  The  majority,  likewife,  of  patients  who  are  attacked 
it  exhibit  ftrong  appearances  of  plethora  in  the  fuperficial 
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Tcircl§  of  the  head ;  and,  in  fome  inftances,  they  have  been  fub- 
jc£t  to  bleedings  at  the  nofc  previous  to  the  attack. 

Though  thele  obfervations  are  not  of  themiclves  fufRcicnt  to 
cftablifli  entirely  the  caufe  of  the  difeafe  afligned  by  our  au¬ 
thor,  yet  it  muK  be  acknowled'ged,  that,  when  corroborated  by 
arguments,  deduced  from  phenomena  which  have  been  difeo- 
vered  by  dilTeftion,  they  amount  at  leaft  to  a  high  degree  of 
probability,  which  feems  to  overbalance  the  theoretical  objec¬ 
tions  to  which  the  doctrine  is  liable.  We  are  therefore  nruich 
inclined  to  coincide  with  our  author*s  opinion  on  the  fubjedl; 
and  it  certainly  derives  no  fmall  degree  of  authenticity  from  it$ 
having  been  adopted  by  Dr.  Cullen. 

According  to  the  theory  which  Dr.  Quin  fuggefts  of  the  dif¬ 
eafe,  the  indications  of  cure  are  obvious,  and  confift  of  the  va* 
rious  expedients  for  removing  the  plethora  of  the  head.  TheCs 
general  means  our  author  confiders  under  feven  diftinft  articles^ 
in  treating  of  which  he  makes  many  judicious  and  practical  ob¬ 
fervations.  Some  of  thefe,  as  well  as  other  remarks  in  the 
courfe  of  the  work,  we  fhould  have  laid  before  our  readers,  did 
we  not  think  that  the  treatife  muft  foon  come  into  the  hands 
of  every  medical  pra<5itioner,  whofe  curiolity  wc  might  indeed 
excite,  but  could  not  fufficiently  gratify,  by  a  few  extrads. 

A  large  appendix  contains  cafes  relative  both  to  the  apoplexia 
hydrocephalica,  and  the  ufe  of  the  digitalis  purpurea  in  drop- 
fies.  Dr.  Quin’s  fituation,  as  phyfician  to  two  hofpitals  at 
Dublin,  has  enabled  him  to  make  many  trials  with  refpe£t  to  the 
ufe  of  that  remedy;  but  he  has  at  prefent  publifhed  only  the 
cafes  of  eleven  patients.  Of  thefe,  we-find,'  three  were  com¬ 
pletely  cured;  one  moft  unexpeftedly  indeed.  Of  the  others, 
fome  received  temporary  relief  from  the  diuretic,  quality  of  the 
fox-glove;  though,  where  the  patients  fufFered  a  relapfe,  the 
medicine  appeared  to  have  loft  its  former  powers.  The  re¬ 
maining  hiftories  ferve  to  (hew,  that  the  fame  remedy,  which  in 
fome  cafes  has  almoft  performed  miracles,  does  in  others,  appa¬ 
rently  fimilar,  either  produce  no  effect  at  all,  or  gives  rife  to 
fymptoms  fo  untoward,  as  to  induce  a  cautious  phyfician  to  delift 
from  the  farther  ufe  of  it. 
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Litters  on  Education. 


Art.  VIII.  Letters  on  Education ;  with  Obfervations  on  religious 
and  metaphyfual  Subjects.  By  Catharine  Macauley  Graham.  8vo. 
6s.  boards.  Dilly.  London,  1790. 


[  Concluded,  j 


H 


AVING  concluded  her  plan  of  literary  education,  Mrs. 
Macauley  Graham  proceeds  to  give  her  rcafons  for  advifing 
the  fliidy  of  the  facred  feriptures  to  be  deferred'till  the  pupil  has 
palled  the  age  of  twenty-one. 


‘  The  facred  writings,'  fays  (he,  *  put  into  the  hands  of  youth 
bt  fore  they  have  acquired  judgment,  or  a  fufficient  literary  know¬ 
ledge  to  comprehend  them  thoroughly,  muft  naturally  give  rife  to 
doubts ;  and  a  commerce  with  the  world  will  afford  fufHcient  matter 
to  increafe  and  confirm  thefe,  without  the  perufal  of  infidel  writers. 
Lively  obfervations  taken  from  thofe  writers,  when  flung  out  in  dif* 
courfe,  are  better  adapted  to  make  a  ilrong  impreflion  on  the  mind  of 
credulous  youth,  than  a  firing' of  arguments  logically  arranged  in  an 
elaborate  treatife.  Thus  the  feeds  of  fcepticlim  are  fown  in  every 
mind ;  and  though  they  may  not  always  bring  forth  the  fruits  of  a 
confirmed  infidelity,  they  give  rife  to  troubltfome  doubts ;  and  the 
Chrlftian,  as  he  calls  himftdf,  is  willing  to  compound  matters  be¬ 
tween  his  rcafon  and  his  confeience,  by  never  thinking  ferioiifly  on 
the  fubjedl  On  thefe  and  fimilar  confiderations,  I  do  not  introduce 
the  ftudy  of  the  facred  writings  till  pupils  have  acquired  the  full  vi¬ 
gour  of  their  intellect ;  till  ^they  are  capable  of  judging  the  fubjedls 
laid  before  them  with  precifion  ;  and  till  a  full  knowledge  of  the 
iyftems  of  religion  which  prevailed  before  Chrillianity,  with  the.phi- 
l^phical  opinions  of  the  ancients,  enable  them  to  difeern  plainly 
the  advantages  of  thofe  lights  which  have  been  gained  by  revelation.' 


Our  authorefs  is  of  opinion  that  what  is  commonly  called 
die  tour  of  Europe,  is  generally,  made  at  too  early  an  age ;  and 
fb^  this  important  part  of  the  education  of  young  men  of  for¬ 
tune  fhould  be  poftponed  till  a  later  period.  Any  objeftions 
Aat  may.  be  raifed  againft  this’  idea,  (he  endeavours  to  obviate 
by  the  following  reflexions ;  • 


«  But  education,  you  fay,  has  commonly  been  finifhed,  and  the 
tour  of  Europe  made,  by  the  age  of  one-and-twenty.  It  has  fo ;  but 
of  what  kind  is  this  education,  even  when  it  has  been  performed  in 
the  befi  manner,  and  to  the  bed  efFcX  ?  Why  it  is  fuch  a  knowledge 
of  the  Greek  and  Latin  tongues,  as  will  ferve  the  purpofe  of  going 
through  all  the  clafles  of  a  public  fchool,  and  the  uking  the  necel- 
fary  aegrees  of  the  univerfity  with  reputation.  It  is  an  acquirement 
of  feme  knowledge  in  mathematics,  and  foroe  acquaintance  with  the 
Latin  and  Greek  poets,  who,  by  the  bye,  at  this  early  feafon  of  life, 
ore  much  more  apt  to  corrupt,  than  to  improve  the  mind.  When 
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liic  young  gentleman  is  thus  fitted  for  his  travels,  he  fets  out  on  his 
tour  with  a  tutor,  ;vho  lerves  for  no  other  purpofe  than  a  convenienc 
j  humble  companion;  and  whilfl  he  i?  polling  through  all  the  capital 
I  towns  in  France,  ‘ Germany,  and  Italy,  he  forgets  every  part  of  his 
1  learning  which  is  worth  remembering.  Some  Italian,  perhaps,  he 
i  acquires,  and  a  good  pronunciation  of  the  French  language;  but  for 
'  ihefe  accomplifhnients  he  pays  dear,  by  adding  to  the  Hock  he  picked 
up  at  home,  a  large  addition  of  foreign  follies  and  vices,  it  is  now  that 
the  great  career  of  life  is  commenced  with  all  its  important  relations, 
when  we  might  expert  from  the  advantages  arifing  fiom  the  bell  edu¬ 
cation,  an  example  of  virtue  would  be  let  worthy  of  imitation  ;  but 
in  what  inftanccs  are  fuch  expedations  verified  ?  On  the  contrary,  . 
the  hopeful  pupil  fprea  is  the  contagion  of  folly  far  and  wide ;  and 
having  by  ttirns  figured  in  the  charadler  of  the  French  petit  maitre, 
the  rake,  the  gamcller,  and  the  fox-hunter,  he  at  leneth,  urged  b/ 
ncccfliiy  or  ambition,  takes  up  that. of  politician:  and  having  aded 
the  thoughtlefs  fool  in  the  gay  feafon  of  life,  ends  his  courfe  in  the 
charader  of  the  confirmed  knave/ 

This  pifture,  we  fear,  is  too  juft;  and,  while  we  fee  fo  many 
young  men  of  falhion  return  from  their  travels  loaded  with  no¬ 
thing  but  folly,  vice,  infidelity,  and  impertinence,  we  muft  la¬ 
ment  that  parents  are  not  always  fo  cautious  in  the  choice  of 
tutors  as  they  ought  to  be,  for  much  undoubtedly  depends  upon 
them : 


*  On  the  propofition  of  making  the  tour  of  Europe,*  continues 
Mrs.  Macauley  Graham,  ^  at  a  feafon  of  life  when. the  judgment  is 
mature  and  fit  for  ufeful  obfervation  and  refledion,  I  have  Wiilton, 
Locke,  and  common -fenfe,  on  my  fide ;  and  as  polling  on  the  con¬ 
tinent  is  now  fo  much  the  falhion,  as  often  to  oblige  a  man  of  for¬ 
tune  to  repeat  his  tour,  in  order  to  gratify  his  family,  fuch  a 
who  intends  to  enter  early  into  the  bonds  of  matrimony,  would  do 
well  to  pollpone  his  travels  till  he  is  married  ;  when,  if  he  is  a  wife 
man,  he  will  rejoice  at  the  having  fpared  himfelf  the  mortification 
of  a  double  banilhment  from  his  own  country/ 


The  multiplication  of  novels,  a  fpecles  of  works,  a  few  ex¬ 
cepted,  highly  detrimental  to  the  caufe  of  virtue,  and  whicli, 
inftead  of  affording  inftruftion,  tend  only  to  corrupt  the  heart, 
is  an  increafing  evil,  and  ought,  if  poftible,  to  be  checked.  The 
promlfcuous  reading  of  thefe  compofitions,  which,  befides  other 
fetal  conftquenccs,  vitiate  and  debafe'the  tafte,  Mrs.  Macauley 
Graham  feverely  condemns,  and,  with  much  truth,  obferves, 
that  ■  .  ’ 


•  *  Many  trips  to  Scotland  are  undoubtedly  projefted  and  executed, 
*nd  many  unfortunate'connexions  formed,  from  the  influence  which^ 
novels  gain  over  the  mind;  and  though  criminal  amours  are  in  ge- 
^ral  cenfured  in  thefe  works,  yet  an  imprudent  condud  through 
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life  is  often  the  confequence  of  an  improper  aflbclation  of  ideas  formed 
in  youth*  Cervantes,  Le  Sage,  and  Fielding,'  are  undoubtedly 
ftrift  copiers  of  nature,  and,  as  fuch,  will  ever  give  delight  to  the 


judicious  reader.  Don  Quixote  may  be  read  at  every  period  of  life, 
without  any  mifehievous  impreffion  on  the  mind  ;  but  Le  Sage’s  ca¬ 


pital  work  Gil  Bias,  is  one  of  the  lafl'books  which  I  (hould  put  into 
the  hands  of  youth.  It  is,  indeed,  an  admirable  picture  of-  the  de¬ 
ceit,  roguery,  folly,  and  vice,  which  is  to  be  found  in  every  rank  of 
ibciety;  and,  as  fuch,  is  capable  of  affording  very  inllpu^live  lefTons 
to  thofe  who,  having  finifhed  their  education,  are  launching  into  the 
wide  ocean  of  life ;  but  the  art  of  the  writer  is  exerted  to  pleafe  the 
fancy,  rather  than  to  mend  the  heart.’ 


Fieldlng^s  works,  according  to  our  authorefs,  are  liable  to  the 
£une  objeftion ;  but  his  Jofeph  Andrews  is  fo  well  conduced, 
and  the  hero  is  fuch  a  model  of  virtue  and  fimplicity,  that  this 
part  of  them  be  read  with  fafety,  and  even  with  improve¬ 
ment*  Cyrus’ Travels  flie  alfo  admits;  but  (he  does  not  pay 
the  fame  compliment  to  Richardfon ;  though  he  is  confidered  as 
the  moft  moral  writer  of  the  whole  clafs,  His  hiftory  of  Pa¬ 
mela,  which  exhibits  a  pattern  of  chaftity  in  low  life,  is  con¬ 
duced  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  render  it  totally  unfit  for  the  pe- 
rufal  of  youth.  His  Clarifla  Harlow,  fhe  thinks,  is  not  entirely 
free  from  the  fame  fault ;  and  fhe  would  poftpone  the  perufal  of 
thefe^  as  well  of  Sir  Charles  Grandifon,  to  an  age  when  the 
judgment  is  ‘  fufiiciently  ripe  to  feparate  the"  wheat  from  the 
^  ciiaftV  Mrs.  Macauley  Graham  is  not,  however,  an  enemy 
to  novels  in  general : 


•  There  are  fcveral,’  continues  Ihe,  ^  which  are  not  devoid  of  the 
power  of  pleafing  and  improving,  though  written  by  perfons  feveral 
degrees  inferior  to  the  capital  authors  jull  mentioned  ;  and  were  they 
penifed  tt  a  proper  age,  as  a  relaxation  to  feverer  iludies,  they  would 
throw  a  variety  into  domeftic  life,  and  ferve  as  a  good  fuccedaneum 
to  the  unmeaning  Tyftcm  of  diffipation  which  at  prefent  prevails*  But 
to  confine  literary  occupation  entirely  to  novels,  and  the  lighter  parts 
of  the  belle  lettre,  is  a  perverfion  of  reafon  and  common  fenfe  which 
dilllnguifhes  the  prefent  age  from  every  other  which  has  fuccceded 
tilt  revival  of  letters,  and  cannot  fail  of  having  a  powerful  influence 
over  the  manners  of  fociety.’ 


Our  authorefs  next  confiders  the  influence  of  imprelEons ;  the 
neceflity  of  example  coinciding  with  inftruCion ;  phyfical  pru¬ 
dence  and  indiferetion.  From  the  letter  on  thefe  fubjedls  we 
(hall  make  only  one  extraC,  which  appears  to  us  to  be  the  re¬ 
fill  t  of  accurate  and  jiift  obfervation,  though  replete  with  the 
bittereft  fatirc :  . 


*  How  many  parents  do  we  know  whofe  example  and  converfatlon 
are  adapted  to  corrupt  the  pureft  mind ;  who  themfelves  indulge  in 
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efcry  kind. of  debauchery,  yet  flVew  no  clemency  to  the  follies  of 
youth  and  inexperience,  if  they  happen  to  claih  with  the  interclls  of 
family  pride ;  who  exped,  in-  the  conduA  of  their  daughters,  that 
1  prudence  which,  in  the  prefent  modes  of  life,  can  never  be' fbuna 
I  where  neither  the  natural  conHitution  of  the  mind,  nor  the  cares  of 
education,  are  direded  to  this  great  end  ;  who  lead  their  fqns  into 
the  ways  of  vice  and  error,  yet  vainly  expeft  from  pampered  appe¬ 
tites  and  habitual  extravagancies,  thofe  hiial  virtues  which  can 
alone  exid  with  fobriety,  economy,  temperance,  and  chaility ;  in  a 
word,  who  fafhion  a  being,  whofe  artificial  wants  mull  make  him  be¬ 
hold  with  regret  the  duration  of  a  life  which  delays  the  expelled 
bleding  of  heirlhip ;  and  when  this  fentiment  becomes  too  big  fvir 
concealment,  thefe  wife  parents  largely  expatiate  on  the  growing  in¬ 
gratitude  of  the  age,  without  ever  taking  into  the  account  the  axiom, 
that  an  effect  muit  neceffarily  follow  its  caufe ;  and  that  the  cajfes  of 
difobedience,  and  the  want  of  filial  piety  in  children,  are  moif  com¬ 
monly  to  be  found  in  the  folly  and  vice. of  parental  coadu&/ 


Mrs*  Macauley  Graham,  like  a  true  literary  amazon,  (lands 
boldly  forth  in  defence  of female  rights^  and  aflcits,  that  ther^  is 
no  charadleriftic  difference  in  fex*  Some  philofbphers,  how¬ 
ever,  and  men  of  confiderable  celebrity  in  the  world,  have  dil^ 
puted  this  point ;  but  as  we  have  neither  room  nor  inclination 
at  prefent  to  enter  into  the  merits  of  the  fubje£l,  we  (hall  let 
the  authorefs  fpeak  for  herfelf : 

*  It  muft  be  confefTed,'  fays  fhe,  *  that  the  virtues  of  the  males 
among  the  human  fpecies,  though  mixed  and  blended  with  a  variety 
of  vices  aud  errors,  have  diiplayed  a  bolder  and  a  more  confiilent 
piflure  of  excellence  than  fen^le  natur^has  hitherto* done.  It  is  on 
thefe  reafons  that,  when  we  confider  the  appearance  of  a  more  than 
ordinary  energy  on  the  female  mind,  we  call  it  mafculine ;  and  hence 
it  is  that  Pope  has  elegantly  faid,  J perfeS  ^woman's  but  a  fofter  matt ; 
and  if  we  take  in  the  confideration,  that  there  can  be  but  one  rale 
of  moral  excellence  for  beings  made  of  the  fame  materials,  organifed 
after  fame  manner,  and  fubjeded  to  fimilar  laws'of  nature,  we 
muft  either  agree  with  Mr*  Pope,  or  we  muft  reverfe  the  pro- 
pofition,  and  fay,  that  a  perfe^  man  is  a  ^woman  fer me d  after 
a  courfer  mould.  Tbje  difference  that  adually  does  fubfift  be* 
tween  the  fexes  is  too  flattering  for  men  to  be  willingly  im¬ 
puted  to  accident ;  for  what  accident  occafio’ns  wifdom  might  cor- 
reft;  and  it  is  better,  fays  pride,  to  give  up  the  advantages  we  might, 
derive  from  the  perfedion  of  our  fellow  aifociates,  than  to  own  that 
nature  has  been  juft  in  the  equal  diliribution  of  her  favours.  'I'heie 
are  the  fentiments  of  the  men;  but  mark  how  readily  they  are 
yielded  to  by  the  women ;  not  from  humility  1  aifure  you,  but  merely 
to  preferve  with  charader  thofe  fond  varieties  on  which  they  fet 
their  hearts. .  No;  fuffer  them  to  idolize  their  perfons,  to  throw 
away  their  life  in  the  purfuit  of  trifles,  and  to  indulge  in  the  grati¬ 
fication  of  the  meaner  paflions,  and  they  will  heartily  join  in  the 
fentence  of  their  degradation* 
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*  Among  themoftDrcnuous  aiTertors  of  a  fexual  difTercnce  in  clia-* 
ra&er,  RoafTcau  is  the  moll  confpicuous,  both  on  account  of  that 
warmth  of  fentlment  which  dillinguiflics  all  his  writings,  and  the 
eloquence  of  hit  compofitions :  but  never  did  enthufialm  and  the 
love  of  paradox,  thofe  enemies  to  philofophical  difquiiiiion,  appear 
in  a  more  llrong  oppofition  to  plain  fenfe  than  in  RouiTeau’s  dtfini- 
tion  of  the  difference.  He  fets  out  with  a  ruppofition,  that  Nature 
intended  the  fubjedlion  of  the  one  fex  to  the  other ;  that  confequently 
there  muff  be  an  inferiority  of  intellect  in  the  fubjeded  party ;  but 
as  man  is  a  very  imperfed  being,  and  apt  to  play  the  capricious 
tyrant.  Nature,  to  bring  things  nearer  to  an  equality,  bellowed  on  the 
woman  fuch  attradive  graces,  and  fuch  an  inlinuating  addrefs,  as  to 
turn  the  balance  on  the  other  fide.  Thus  Nature,  in  a  giddy  mood, 
recedes  from  her  purpofes,  and  fubjeds  prerogative  to  an  inBuence 
which  muff  produce  confufion  and  diforder  in  the  fyllem  of  human 
affairs.  Rouffcau  fawthis  objedion;  and  in  order  to  obviate  it  he 
has  made  up  a  moral  perfon  of  the  union  of  the  two'.fexes,  which, 
for  contradiClion  and  abfurdity  outdoes  every  metaphyfical  riddle  that 
was  ever  formed  in  the  fchools.  In  (hort,  it  is  not  realbn,  it  is  not 
wit;  it  is  pride  and  fenfuality  that  fpeak  in  Rouffeau,  and,  in  this 
in  (lance,  has  lowered  the  man  of  genius  to  the  licentious  pedant. 

*  But  whatever  might  be  the  wife  purpofe  intended  by  Providence 
in  fuch  a  difpoiition  of  things,  certain  it  is,  that  fome  degree  of  in¬ 
feriority,  in  point  of  corporal  ftrength,  feems  always  to  havc.cxillcd 
between  the  two  fexes ;  and  this  advantage,  in  the  barbarous  ages 
of  mankind,  was  abufed  Jto  fuch  a  degree  as  to  deftroy  all  the  na¬ 
tural  rights  of  the  female  fpecies,  and  reduce  them  to  a  ftate  of 
abjed  ilavery.  •  What  accidents  have  contributed  in  Europe  to 
better  their  condition,  would  not  be  to  my  purpofe  to  relate ;  for  I 
do  not  intend  to  give  you  a  hiftory  of  women ;  1  mean  only  to  trace 
the  fourccs  of  their  peculiar  foibles  and  vices ;  and  thefe  I  firmly 
.believe  to  originate  In  fituation  and  education  only  :  for  fo  little  did 
a  wife  and  juft  Providence  intend  to  make  the  condition  of  flavery 
an  unalterable  law  of  female  nature,  that  in  the  fame  proportion  as 
the  male  fex  has  confulted  the  intereft  of  their  own  happinefs,  they 
have  relaxed  in  their  tyranny  over  women  ;  and  fuch  is  their  ufe 
in  the  fyiiem  of  mundane  creation,  and  fuch  their  natural  influence 
over  the  male  mind,  that  were  thefe  advantages  properly  exerted, 
they  might  carry  every  point  of  any  importance  to  their  honour  and 
happinefs.  However,  till  that  period  arrives  in  which  women  will 
ad  Wifely,  we  will  am  ufe  ourfelves  in  talking  of  their  follies.* 

t 

The  fecond  part  of  this  work  contains  refledions  on  do- 
meftic  and  national  education ;  obfervations  on  the  mode  of 
education  followed  at  Athens,  Sparta,  and  Rome;  on  the  ftate 
of  the  Romans  after  the  fubverfion  of  the  common  wealth  ;  on 
the  caufes  which  may  have  hitherto  prevented  Chriftianity  from 
having  its  full  effed  on  the  manners  of  focicty ;  on  the  duty  of 
governments  towards  producing  a  general  civilization ;  on 
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fympathy  and  equity ;  on  penal  laws,  houfes  of  correAion,'  and 
charity,  &c.  &c.  Among  other  means  which,  the  authoreis 
thinks,  might  be  employed  for  rendering  mankind  better  and 
more  civilijed,  are  the  following.  She  wifhes  (laughter-houfes 
to  be  treated  as  nuifances  j  to  be  fequeftcred  from  the  haunts 
of  men ;  and  premiums  to  be  given  to  thofe  who  can  find  out 
the  leaft  painful  manner  of  killing  thofe  animals  which  are  ne- 
ceflary  for  fuftenance.  She  wifhes  alfo,  that  the  ceremonies 
which  attend  taking  away  the  lives  of  malefactors  fhould  be  as 
aweful  as  poffible ;  and  that,  to  prevent  the  public  from  re¬ 
ceiving  any  impreffion  which  might  fbock  the  compaflionate 
part  of  fociety,  or  contribute  to  ftcel  the  hearts  of  the  more 
infenfible,  all  executions  fhould  be  performed  in  private.  On 
this  fubjeCt  we  fhall  quote  her  own  words. 


^  Would  It  not  be  railing  ufeful  impreffions  in  the  minds  of  the 

?ublic,  were  the  following  fulemnities  to  be  ufed  at  the  execution  ?* 
he  prifoner  tp  be  conducted  to  the  place  of  punifhment  with  a  long 
train  of  the  officers  of  juftice,  and  their  proper  attendants  in 
mourning ;  the  train  to  be  led  up  by  an  officer  of  ftate,  with  the 
fword  of  juftice  elevated  in  his  hand ;  the  officer  of  ftate  to  be  im¬ 
mediately  followed  by  the  officers  of  juilice,  and  they  by  the  exe¬ 
cutioner,  with  the  inftruments  of  his  office;  the  executioner  to  be 
immediately  followed  by  the  .criminal ;  the  criminal  to  be  followed 
by  perfons  drefted  in  black,  bearing  his  coffin ;  the  proceffion  to  be 
clofed  by  the  inferior  officers  of  juftice  and  their  affiftants,  and  all 
the  bells  in  the  city  to  be  made  to  toll  during  the  palTage  of  the 
roceffion.  ^ 

‘  To  give  ftrength  to  the  impreffions  which  thefe  folemnities  are 
alculated  to  make,  the  feat  of  execution,  in  the  form  of  a  large 
quare,  fenced  in  with  high  walls,  fhould  be  placed  at  the  further 
ndof  the  city ;  the  fword  of  juftice,  and  other  emblematical  pieces 
f  fculpture  may  ornament  its  gates,  and  over  them  may  be  written 
a  large  capitals,  Tbe/e  are  the  gates  nvhijch  lead  to  death*  At  the 
ntrance  of  this  tremendous  fquare  the  multitude  ought  to  be  dif-' 
IfTed,  and  none  but  the  officers  of  juftice  with  their  attendants,  the 
ecutioncr,  and  the  criminal  with  his  relations  or,  friends,  be  per- 
itted  to  enter.  After  the  execution,  the  body  ought  to  be  interred 
n  a  burying  ground  adjoining  to  the  fquare,  and  kept  facred  for 
Hat  purpofe.  The  proceffion  fhould  return  with  the  fame  folem- 
iiies  with  which  it  fet  out ;  and  all  public  amufements,  or  meetings 
f  a  diffipated  kind,  fhould  be  prohibited  on  this  day/ 

Mrs.  Macauley  Graham  is  like  wife  a  ftrong  advocate  for 
folitary.  confinement  of  malefaftors  in  jails ;  recommends 
erefting  of  public  baths  as  likely  to  prove  ufeful ;  and  is  of 
Ipinion,  that  the  afting  of  plays  fhould  be  confined  to  the 
Wning,  in  order  to  prevent  the  fatal  confcquences  that  arife 
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to  young  people  from  nodLurnal  alluiements,  and  the  kiddcn 
worh  of  darknefs. 

Of  the  third  divifion  of  thcfe  letters,  which  treats. principally 
on  mctaphyfical  and  religious  fubjeds,  we  fhall  fay  nothing, 
as  they  have  been  already  before  the  public  in  another  form. 
We  cannot,  however,  conclude  without  obferving  that,  though 
we  entertain  the  higheft  opinion  of  Mrs.  Macauley  Graham’s 
talents  and  abilities,  we  think  (he  appears  to  more  advantage  as 
an  hiftorian  than  as  a  moralift.  7'his  work,  which  we  confefs 
we  read  with  great  plcafurc,  is  indeed  for  the  moft  part  well 
written^  and  contains  many  pertinent  remarks  and  juft  reflec* 
tions*;  but  had  the  authorefs  been  lefs  diftufe  in  fome  places, 
and  had  (he  adapted  her  ftyle  more  to  the  capacity  of  ordinary 
readers,  it  might  perhaps  have  been  of  greater  utility  to  the 
public. 

N 

- -  - - -  ■  1.  ,>,.■■■  I,  . . .  iiiwii,  ,1, 

Art.  IX.  The  Negro  equalled  by  few  Europeans..  Tranjlatd 
from  the  French.  -  1 2mo#  3  vols.  9s.  Robinfons.  London, 

I 

awaken  the  foul  of  compaffion  in  behalf  of  fufFering 
^  Africans,  and  to  raife  the  public  abhorrence  againft  that 
fpecies  of  traffic,  appears  to  be  the  foie  purpofe  of  this  work. 
A  motive  apparently  fo  praife-worthy  could  not  fail  to  recom¬ 
mend  to  the  favour  of  the  reader  a  performance  of  much  lefc 
merit  than  the  Negro.  The  ftory  of  this  virtuous  African  is 
well  told,,  and  the  defeription  of  the  cruel  and  wanton  bar¬ 
barities  praiStifed  on  the  fons  and  daughters  of  flavery  appears 
to  be  written  by  one  that  was  no  ftranger  to  the  detail  of  their 
diftrefs.  The  following  account  of  the  treatment  of  the  flaves 
on  their  pafla^e  would  be  fufficient,  one  would  think,  to  melt 
with  pity  the  moft  obdurate  bofom. 

•  Some  hundreds  of  negroes  were  fpread  upon  the  deck,  all  of 
whom  had  their  feet  in  irons.  Their  hands  were  difengaged  becaufe 
it  was  the  hour  in  which  their  miferable  nourifhment  was  diftributed 
to  them.  There  did  I  fee  grief  exprefs  itfelf  in  all  its  varied  forms; 
deluged  the  planks  with  their  tears  ;  others  fiercely  demanded  veo- 
geance  from  heaven ;  and  others,  with  motionlefs  eyes,  looked  to¬ 
wards  their  native  land,  which  they  could  no  longer  perceive.  Ofl 
one  fide  a  hufband  fuihtined  his  fainting  wife,  whofe  weeping  infiint 
in  vain  fucked  the  breafts  which  were  dried  up  with  fufterings ;  on 
another,  a  fon,  driven  to  raging  madneis,  tore  out  his  'teeth  wiil> 
gnawing  the  chains  which  crufiied  his  father's  limbs*.  Around 
were  planted  armed  murderers,  with  fmiles  on  their  lips  and  audacity 
m\  their  fronts, 
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«  Nothin?  was  wanting  to  complete  this  fcene  bat  an  inflance  of 
that  dumb  ferocity^  that  lalt  courage  of  defpair,  of  which  man  is  ca¬ 
pable,*  when  his  foul  has  become  iteeled  beneath  the  torments  of 
injuftice  :  a  female  negro  gave  us  this  example.  She  was  pregnant, 
and  the  paihs  of  labour  feized  her ;  by  a  geliure  (he  gave  intimation 
of  it  to  our  guards ;  they  removed  her  from  the  crowd,  and  placed 
her  on  a  fail  in  the  after*  part  of  the  velTel ;  without  uttering  a  fingle 
cry,  without  a  moan,  without  (hedding  a  tear,  (he  delivered  herfelf. 
Scarcely  did  (he  perceive  her  infant  when  (he  feized  it ;  gazed  on  it 
with  a  fierce  eye ;  looked  around  her,  faw  herfelf  little  obferved ; 
crawled  to  the  edge  of  the  (hip ;  gave  her  fon  the  firft  and  laft  kifs, 
and  precipitated  herfelf  With  him  into  the  waves.  Then  the  alarms 
of  difappointed  avarice  took  the  place  of  humanity.  Urban  fwore, 
ftormed,  threatened  the  guards.  They  (lackened  fail.  Some  failors 
threw  themfelves  into  the  fea.  Ufelefs  efforts !  The  irons  of  the  poor 
negro  woman  had  plunged  her  beyond  their  reach ;  they  took  up  the 
inwni,  but  it  was  dead.** 

Several  incidents  in  this  performance  appear  to  have  been 
borrowed  from  the  pathetic  Itory  of  Oronooko  by  Mrs.  Behn. 
The  general  beauty  of  the  fentirttents  is  often  corrupted  with 
affectation.  The  brilliant  agitation  of  the  ftyle  is  ill  adapted 
to  the  pathos  which  delights  in  fimplicity.  Every  minute  cir- 
cumftance  is  exhibited  (epafatelv ;  there  is  fcarcely  perhaps  a 
period  in  the  whole  work;  In  fhort  it  is  written  in  that 
broken,  unconne£ted  ftyle,  which  a  Roman  emperor  very  juftly 
compared  to  Ume  without  fand. 

Notwithftandii^  thefe  blemifhes,  however,  this  performance 
is  certainly  polTelied  of  more,  than  common  merit.  We  ap¬ 
plaud,  the  virtue,  the  courage,  the  fincerity  of  Hanoko,  and 
heartily  join  with  hini  in  the  humane  prayer  which  clofes  the 
tale  of  his  various  adventures. 

*  Born  a  negro,  I  have  loved  Europeans.  May  they  imitate  me. 
May  they  feel  that  the  moil  deteflable  of  all  prejudices,  the  prejudice 
which  mod  retards  virtue  in  its  progrefs,  is  the  abfurd  opinion  which 
feparates  man  from  man,  and  cuts  off  entire  nations  from  the  efteem 
of  other  nations.* 

The  tranflator  of  this  work  has,  in  general,  found  it  eafier  to 
prefent  us  with  the  French  idiom  than  to  turn  it  into  Englifh. 
For  example,  ^  When  I  had  ceafed  they  covered  me  with  eulo* 

*  giums.*  We  fay  indeed  covered  'with  Jhame^  but  an  Englifhr 
tnan  would  h'avafaid  in  this  inftance,  they  loaded^  oppre£ed^  or 

roerwhelmed  me  with .  . .  .  . 

The  following  panage  is  fo  abfolutely  French,  that  we  doubt 
®uch  whether  a  mere  Englifh  reader  will  ever  be  able  to  divine 
tjBks  meaning. 

■  \  But  we !  we  fnatched  from  our  homes  to  put  on  chains  from 
i|w)udi  death  alone  will  rekafe  us !  we,  dellined  from  the  birth  to  the 
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•ihame  of  llavery,  becaufc  at  two  thouiand  leagues  from  us  fume 
blpody  conauerors  have  annihilated  their  new  fubjeAs!  We»  tura 
iVom  our  fathers*— Are  not  we  more  to  be  pitied  than  thofe  V 

'  This  little  work  is  neverthelefs  deferving  of  paaife. 


'  Art.  X.  Letters  to  the  Right  Hon.  Edmund  Burke ;  occafioned  bj 
his  RefieBions  on  the  Revolution  in  France^  l^c.  By  yofeph 
Priejileyy  LL.  D.  F.R.S.  8vo.  is.6d.  Birmingham, 
printed  fot  Johnibn,  London.  1791*  •- 

I 

Never  were  two  men  more  fuited  to  inform  the  world  on 
the  fubjebt  of  governnicnt  than  Dr.  Prieftley  and  Mr, 
B.urkc.  Boni  convent mus  ambo^  may  either  of  them  moft  aptly 
exclaim ;  and  if  it  were  poffible  for  them  to  anfwer  each  other 
in  extempore  difputations,  truth  muft  rnake  its  way,  or  be  for 
ever  infcrutable.  However,  the  art  of  printing  has  done  more 
than  even  fuch  a  congrefs  could  efFe<9: :  we  have  not  only.the 
opinions  of  each,  but  we  have  the  opportunity  of  examining 
them  at  our  Icifure,  of  comparing  each,  and  recoUefting  many 
fadls,  that  either  ftrengthen  or  difprove  the  opinions  of  cither. 
Such  are  the  advantages,  as  Dr.  Prieftley  obferves,  that  Job 
promifed  himfelf  if  his  enemy  would  write  a  book ;  and  with¬ 
out  doubt  it  muft  be  a  great  advantage  that  we  have  not  only 
the  authority  of  great  men  to  form  our  opinion  on,  but  every 
poffible  opportunity  of  cancelling  the  validity  of  it.  On  this 
account,  though  we  treated  Mr.  Burke  with  a  feverity  that,  in 
our  opinion,  was  more  than  juftified  by  a  performance  that  ap¬ 
peared  dangerous  from  its  eloquence,  and  the  high  charafter  of 
the  author,  we  are  now  rather  difpofed  to  congratulate  the  public 
on  difeuffions  of  a  new  fubjedt.  The  enemies  of  political  free¬ 
dom  have  at  length  abandoned  the  idea  of  any  original  fupc- 
riority  in  mankind,  of  any  divine  right  of  kings,  or  of  the  un- 
lawfulnefs  of  refifting  ’any  exifting  power.  But  Mr.  Burke  has 
endeavoured  to  convince  the  world  that  they  are  to  be  governed 
by  prejudices ;  that  inftitutions,  like  poems,  are  to  be  refpefled 
in  proporfion  as  they  are  old;  and  ftiat  whatever  may  be  the 
rights  of  men,  is  an  idle  inquiry,  calculated  only  to  difturb  the 
tafe  of  the  fuperior  dalles.  Thefe  clafles  he  has  contrived  to 
enlarge  fo  much,  as  to  intereft  almoft  every  one  who  *is  poflelTcd 
of  the  fmalleft  inheritance,  and  who  wifties  to  acquire  a  philo- 
fophical  indifference  to  fuch  as  are  ftarving  in  the  midft  of  that 
luxury  their  induftry  fupports.  The  queftion  now,  therefore, 
is  not  what  are  the  original  rights  of  men,  but  whether  we 
ought  to  inquire  into  them ;  whether  it  be  advifeable  to  remove 
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injr  k)ng-exifting  ahufes;  whether  a  government,  fundamentally 
wrong,  fhould  be  new-mtodelled ;  and,  laftly  (we  blufh  while 
we  ftatfe  it,  as  the  propofition  of  an  enlightened  individual), 
whether  the  moft  ufeful  clafs  in  fociety  are  to  receive  any  other 
encouragement  for  their  induftry  than  the  gratuitous  prolpedt  of 
a  final  reward  !  • 

Dr.  Prieftley  profelTes  to  touch  only  (lightly  on  Mr.  Burke’s 
refledions  concerning  the  civil  government  in  France,  and 
chiefly  to  confine  himfelf  to  religious  eftablifliments,  the  nature 
of  which  he  conceives  is  not  (ufficiently  underftood;  In  the 
preface  he  (hews  that  the  National  AlTembly  was  convened  by 
the  king,  for  the  piirpofe  of  inveftigating  and  removing  abufes ; 
that  the  inftrudlions  they  received  from  the  people  were  to  the 
fame  purpofe ;  rfiat  thefe  have  been  their  chief  objedls ;  and  that 
therefore,  though  the  king  feemed  at  one  time  to  alter  his  mind, 
they  are  neither,  as  Mr.  Burke  afferts,  a  felf-created  power,  nor 
idling  without  proper  inftruclions  or  authority.  ^ 

The  firft  ikter  contains*  the  general  principles  of  the  French 
revolution,  which  our  author  (hews  to  have  been  not  only  jufti- 
fiable,  but  neceflfary;  and  that  whatever  indiferetions  may  have 
happened  in  bringing  it  about,  are  father  to  be  imptited  to  the 
ftate  of  the  times,  the  oppofition  of  intereffed  perfons,  or  the 
infirmity  of  human  nature,  than  any  bad  defigns  in  the  patriotic 
party. — The  fecond  letter  contains  a  brief  vindication  of  the 
ftew  confiifution  compared  with  the  old ;  in  moft  parts  of  which 
We  are  happy  in  having  anticipated  this  able  writer.  But  there 
are  fome  lively -turns  in  this  letter  which  feldom  occur  in  the 
writings  of  aoftraft  philofophers.  The  heavy  incumbrance  of 
debt,  which  Mr.  Burke  enurrierates  among  the  difficulties  of 
the  new  government,  is  faid  to  arife  from  the  unwillingnefs  of 
flie  prefeht  governors  that  thofe  who  had  confidence  in  the  (late 
(hould  fufFer  by  the  errors  of  their  predece(rors,  and  is  called, 
with  equal  fmartnefs  and  propriety,  ‘  the  cafe  of.  an  heir,  who 
‘  will  put  himfelf  to  great  inconvenience  to  pay  the  debts  of  a 
^  profligate  anceftor.’  To  the  exaggerated  indignities  offered 
^0  the  king  and  queen  the  Dodlor  replies.  When  thirty  mil¬ 
lions  find  themfelves  aggrieved  by  a  few,  and  have  hitherto  had 
rto  opportunity  of  redrelfing  themfelves,  it  is  probable,  as  foon 
as  they  Become  the  judges,  they  will  not  proceed  with  the 
flrlfteft  regularity.  ^  But  you.  Sir,  (hould  have  been  upon  the 
^  fpot,  ana  have  told  them  how  to  proceed  in  that  grave  and 
^  decorous  manner,  in  )vhich  you  fay  they  ought  to  have  a£led  on 
'  fuch  an  occafion,  and  at  tne  fame  time  have  obtained  effect 
‘  tual  redrefs  of  Aeir  grievances;  for  without  this  tl^  would 
*  have  done  worfe  than  nothing.’ 
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*  In  the  (ame  raih  and  indifcrimlnate  manner  you  defcribe  Dr.  Price 
as  exulting  in  the  abovementioned  horrid  outrages,  which,  I  dare 
fay,  give  him  much  more  ferious  concern  than  they  do  you,  and  for 
a  very  obvious  reafon.  He  wilhes  to  recommend  the  revolution,  and 
therefore  is  forry  for  every  thing  that  difgraces  it ;  whereas  you  wifli 
to  difcredit  it,  and  are  evidently  not  difpleafed  with  any  circumftance 
that  favours  your  purpofe.  Dr.  Price  rejoices  in  the  and  you 
jnotl  uncandidiy  reprefent  him  as  rejoicing  in  the  evil  that  has  ne* 
celTarily  accompanied  it«* 


The  letter  on  the  nature  of  government  and  the  rights  of 
men,  is  judicioufly  penned.  Its  chief  obieft  is  to  prove  that 
government  is  not  to  be  guided  by  any  other  general  rules  than 
the  public  good.  Nothing  new  can  be  brought  on  this  fubjcft; 
nor  does  the  Doftor  pretend  to  offer  any  thing  but  what  has 
been  well  canvaffed  by  his  predecefTors.  The  fubfequent  letter 
(hews  that  the  revolution  in  England  was  a  very  confiderablc 
remove  from  the  right  line,  and  that  the  mention  of  the  order 
of  fucceflion  arofe  rather  from  a  regard  to  the  prejudices  of  one 
part  of  the  nation,  than  any  idea  of  hereditary  right.  The 
Uoflor  next  vindicates  the  conduft  of  the  Revolution  Society 
in  their  addrefs  to  France,  and  ridicules,  with  fome  feverity, 
Mr.  Burke’s  idea,  that  leave.fhould  have  been  obtained  of  the 
government  of  one  country  to  addrefs  another.  This  circum- 
ftance  introduces  Dr,  Price,  of  whom  he  obferves,  that  had 
Mr.  Burke  ftatedly  attended  that  ferious  preacher,  even  at  a 
.  conventicle^  he  would  have  been  a  wifer  and  a  better .  man  than 
he  now  is,  wife  and  good  as  he  neverthelefs  may  be.  *  For  I 

*  do  not,’  continues  he,  ‘  judge  of  your  general  temper  and 
^  difpofition  from  the  ftrain  of  this  moft  intemperate  publica- 

*  tion.  I  know  you :  and  I  know  it  to  be  unworthy  of  you.’ 
Is  this  the  cenfure  oblique,  or  the  compliment  indireil  ?  We 
arc  ready  to  make  every  allowance  for  warmth  of  exprellion  in  a 
charafter  whom,  whatever ’we  may  think  of  his  religious  and 
political  opinions,  we  cannot  but  refpedf  as  a  philofojmer,  and, 
we  believe,  an  honeft  man.  If,  however,  as  we  old-fafhioned 
people  think  there  is  a  refpeft  due  to  rank,  and  royalty  is  al¬ 
lowed  to  be  the  higheft  rank,  we  cannot  fee  any  advantages  to 
be  derived  from  unng  the  privilege  of  an  Englifhman,  fo  freely 
as  to  put  a  king  precifely  on  the  foe  ting  with  a  fervant ;  the  lat¬ 
ter  we  part  with  whenever  whim  or  convenience  fuits,  and  often 
from  a  mere  guft  of  palSon,  of  which  we  afterwards  heartily 
repent.  If  we  could  as  eafily  do  this  with  a  king,  it  might  not 
be  fo  eafy  to  find  a  new  one  as  a  new  fervant. 

The  fifth  letter  is  on  the  interference  of  the  fate  in  matters  of 
religion  in  general.  And  here  we  cannot  help  wifliing  Mr.  Burke 
bad  entered  lefs  into  the  difeuilion  of  a  fubje^  which,  as  he  k* 

knowledges. 
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kaiowledges,  it  is  the  misfortune  of  the  prefent  age* to  be  dif* 
cuffing  with  every  thing  elfe.  We  are  no  enemies  to  free  dif* 
cuffion ;  and  the  late  controverlies  evince  that  our  church  has  no 
occafion  to  apprehend  them.  But  when  Mr.  Burke  ftrctches 
every  point  further  than  it  will  bear,  when  his  arguments  are 
equally  direAed  to  fupport  the  Catholic,  the  Prefbyterian,  or 
any  omcr  church,  or  even  the  mofque,  the  temple,  or  the  pagan 
groves,  and  at  the  fame  time  he  exprefTes  his  unwillingnefs  that 
any  thing  Ihould  be  difeufled,  it  gives  the  enemies  of  the  church 
a  mfpicion,  or  grounds  for  ftarting  one,  that  we  are  afraid  of 
open  inquiry.  Dr.  Prieftley,  one  fhould  think,  had  encoun¬ 
tered  enough  of  it  to  convince  him  of  the  contrary;  but  Mr. 
Burke  gives  him  a  fair  opportunity  of  challenging  his  adverfary 
to  what  he  ought  never  to  dread  on  this  fubjeft.  The  opinions 
of  the  Doilor-  are  fo  well  known,  as  to  make  any  notice  of 
them  unneceflary ;  we  therefore  difmifs  this  part  of  the  fubjeft 
with  lamenting  that  he  fhould  have  acquired  frefh  vigour  from 
the  indiferetion  of  his  opponent.  In  confidering  the  fources  of 
the  refpedf  that  is  paid  to  religion,  he  endeavours  to  fhew. 
it  muft  owe  all  to  me  conduft  of  its  profeflbrs  and  teachers. 
We  will  admit  that  with  the  great  laxity  of  manners  chargeable 
on  the  clergy  of  a  neighbouring  nation,  it  wculd  be  difficult  in 
theory  to  reconcile  any  ideas  of  devotion,  though  affifted  by  the 
moft  augufl:  and  fplendid  attire  of  religion;  yet  we  find  even 
here  it  had  its  effects.  The  lower  people  were  conftant  at  their 
devotions  and  confeffions,  and  the  pnefthood  had  perhaps  more 
influence  than  from  their  intriguing  temper  was  fafe.  But  in 
England  we  have  none  of  that  depravity  of  manners  among  the 
clergy.  Though  men,  and  fulfie^  to  like  paffions  as  other  men,* 
their  general  condudt  is,  free  from  that  licentioufnefs  which  is 
too  common  in  the  other  claffes  of  the  community.  In  addition 
to  this,  we  conceive  fome  animation  to  devotion  may  be  de¬ 
rived  from  the  decent  and  awful  ftru£fure  of  churches ;  fome 
refpedl  to  teachers  from  the  independence  of  a  fituation  which 
alike  fecures  them  from  want,  and  from  hypocritical  meannefs. 
But  our  author  is  of  opinion  that  no  eftabliftiment  is  neceffary.^ 
Let  him  remember  we  have  not  hitherto  had  a  fufficient  trial 
of  any  country  exifting  without  fome  eftablifbed  religion ;  and 
if  any  be  ncceffary,  mrely  that  of  the  Englifh  church  is  liable 
to  the  feweft  objeftions,  if  we  may  judge  by  the  freedom  with 
which  its  tenets  and  opinions  are  canvaued,  and  by  its  univer<r 
ly  toleration.  Nor  can  we  fubferibe  to  the  propofition  of 
leaving  the  clergy  to  the  voluntary  contributions  of  the  public  | 
and  how  well  foever  it  may  fuit  the  Do<^or  and  his  adherents,  wa 
fufpeft,  had  they  a  better  method,  they  would  adopt  it.  Do 
they  ever  refufe  endowments  which  have  fallen  to  the  lot  of . 
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fotne  of  their  churches,  and  of  which  the  courts  of  law  will 
(hew  they  are  not  a  little  tenacious?  We  are,  indeed,  ready 
to  lament  that  a  mode  fliould  have  been  adopted  for  fupporting 
the  regular  clergy  which,  however  juft  and  equttable,  too  often 
makes,  them  obnoxious  to  their  flock :  but  perhaps  no  other 
could  fo  well  have  kept  pace  with  the  gradual  diminution  of  the 
value  of  money. 

It  would  be  impoflSbIe  for  us  to  follow  our  author  through  all 
his  arguments  againft  an  eftablifhed  church,  and  in  favour  of  an 
elective  clergy.  That  the  patronage  of  livings  is  'often  abufed, 
is  very  certain ;  but  if  a  choice  to  thefe  facred  fun£Hons  were 
to  be  in  the  hands  of  all  .the  individuals  who  compofe  a  parifh, 

•  muft  we  not  apprehend  very  improper  influence,  and  an  unbe¬ 
coming  irregularity  in  the  proceedings  of  fuch  eledtions  ?  It  is 
to  no  purpofe  to  tell  us  all  the  advantages  his  fedtaries  derive 
from  this  mode,  or  how  learned  arid  good  the  di/Tenting  paftors 
may  be.  Without  obferving  that  thefe  alTertions  would  have 
come  better  from  any  body  but  himfelf,  we  would  juft  remind 
him  that  none  but  fubferibers  are  eledlor^ ;  that  thefe  yedlors 
muft  have  feme  property ;  and  that  therefore  the  choice  is  not, 
even  among  them,  left  to  every  one  who  happens  to  live  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  a  meeting-houfe.  Yet,  amidft  thefe  hafty 
cbfervations,  it  would  be  unjuft  not  to  acknowledge  that  a  na¬ 
tive  honefty  of  temper,  and  goodnefs  of  heart,  is  every  where 
difeovering  itfelf.  The  compliment  he  pays  the  Methodifts, 
whofe  religious  opinions  are,  of  all  others,  the  furtheft  removed 
from  his  own,  does  honour  to  his  candour,  and  die  expedla- 
tion  he  forms  of  their  future  improvement  in  liberality  of  fenti- 
meat,  fhews  that  fanguine  difpoTition  which  overlooks  every 
thing  in  his  wifh  for  the  happjnds  of  all.  But  the  conclufion  of 
the  work  it  fo  different  from  what  we  remarked  in  Mr.  Burke% 
that  we  can  only  aferibe  it  to  the  different  paflions,  we  had  al-^ 
moft  faid  the  different  wiflies,  that  a^ate  the  two : 

*  I  cannot  conclude  thefe  letters  without  congratulating,  not  jcUf 
Sir,  or  the  man}’  admirers  of  your  performance,  who  have  no  feeling 
6f  joy  on  the  cccafiou.  but  the  French  nation,  and  the  world ;  I  mean 
the  liberal,  the  riifonal,  and*the  virtuous  part  of  the  worlff,  on  the 
great  revolution  that  has  taken  place  in  France,  as  well  as  on  that 
which  fome  time  ago  tr>ok  place  in  America.  Such  events  as  thefe 
•each  the  doelrihc  cf  lih^^ryy  a'l/il  and  r/ltgr^usy  with  infinitely  greater 
clearneft  and'  force,  than  a  thoufand  treanfes  on  the  febjeft.  They 
%>eak  a  language  intelligible  to  all  the  world,  and  preach  a  doftrinc 
c^gtoifll  to  every  human  heart.  * 

.  ‘  1  hafogi  .at  events,:  in  many  rcfoefii^  unparalleled  in  all  hiftory, 
make  a  tofcJly  new,  a  mnft  wondcrfol  and  important  era  in  the  hif- 
lory  of  mankind.  It  to  adopt  your  own  rbcfiorkai  flyle,  a  ^ange 
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•  *  •  • 
from  darkrrtfs  it  light,  from  fupcrftition  to  found  knowledge,  an  J 

from  a  mod  debafing  fervitude  to  a  date  of  the  mod  exalted  freedom. 

It  is  a  liberating  of  all  the  powers  of  man  from  that  variety  of  fetters, 
by  which  they  have  hitherto  been  held.  So  that,  in  comparifon  with' 
what  has  been,  now  only  can  we  expeft  to  fee  what  men  really  arc, 
and  what  they  can  do. 

*  The  generality  of  governments  have  hitherto  been  little  more 
than  a  combination  of  ti^  fen»  againft  the  many ;  and  to  the  meaa 
paflions  and  low  cunning  of  thcle  few,  have  the  great  intereils  of 
xiiankind  been  too  long  (acrificed.  Whole  nations  have  been  dejuged 
with  blood,  and  every  fource  of  future  profperity  has  been  drained, 
to  gratify  the  caprices  of  fome  of  the  mod  defpicable,  or  the  mefft 
ocecrable,  of  the  human  fpccies.  For  what  clfc  have  been  the  ge¬ 
nerality  of  kings,  their  minifters  of  date,  or  their  midreffes,  to  whofe. 
wills  whole  kingdoms  have  been  fnbje^l  ?  What  can  we  fay  of  thole 
who  have  hitherto  taken  the  lead  in  conducing  the  affairs  of  nations,’ 
but  thdt  they  have  commonly  been  either  or  nuicked,  and  fome- 
times  both?  Hence  the  common  reproach  of  all  hiftories,  that  they 
exhibit  little  more  than  a  view  of  the  vices  and  miferies  of  man¬ 
kinds 

*  Together  with  the  general  prevalence  of  the  true  principles  of 

civil  government,  we  may  expeft  to  fee  the  extinftion  of  all  national 
frejudici  and  enmity^  and  the  effablifhment  of  uni^er/al  peace  and 
good  will  among  all  nations.  When  the  affairs  of  the  various  fo- 
cieties  of  mankind  (hall  be  conducted  by  thofe  who  fliall  truly  repre- 
fentthemi  who  {ball  feel  as  they /eel,  and  think  as  they  thinlc;  wlia 
(hall  really  imderdand,  and  cotifult  their  intereds ;  they  will  no  more 
engage  in  thofe  mutually  ofFenfiye  nxars,  which  the  experience  of 
many  centuries  has  (hewn  to  be  conftantly  expenfive  and  ruinous. 
They  will  no  longer  covet. what  belongs  to  other?,  which  they  have* 
found  to  be’  of  no  red  fervice  to  them,  but  will,  content  themfelvef 
with  making  the  mod  of  their  own.  ^  ^ 

‘  The  very  idea  of  didant  poffedions  will  be  even  ridiculed.  The  . 
Eaft  and  Weit  Indies,  and  every  thing  without  our/e!ves,  will  be  dif- 
regarded,  and  wholly  excluded  from  all  European  fyftcms  ;  and  only 
thofe  diviiiohs  of  men  and  of  territory  will  take  place',  which  the* 
common  convenience  requires,  and  not  fuch  as  the  mad  and  infa- 
dable  ambition  of  princes  demands.  No  part  of  A  merica,  Africa 
or  Alia,  will  be  held  iri  fubjedrion  to  any  part  of  Europe,  and  all  the' 
intercourfe  that  will  be  kept  up  ^mong  them  will  be  for  their ‘iimtUal' 
advantage. 

*  The  caufes  of  ei*vii  axHtrs,  the  moll  diftrefling  of  all  others,  will  * 
likewife  ceafe,  as  well  as  thofe  of  foreign  ones.  They  are  chiefly ' 
coBten dons  for  offices^  on  account  of  the  power  and  emoluments  an¬ 
nexed  to  them.  But  when  the  nature  and  of  all  civil  oflices  (hall 
be  well  underffood,  the  power  and  em'oluments  annexed  to  them  will* 
not  be  an  objedt  fufficient  to  produce  a  w'ar.  Is  it  at  all  probable 
diat  there  Will  ever  be  a  civil  war  in  America  about  the  prcfidenthip 
of  the  United  States?  And  when  the <  chief  magiltracies  in  other 
^^tries  (hall  be  reduced  to  their  proper  ffandard,  tliey  will  be  no 
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more  worth  contending  for  than  they  are  in  America.  If  Che  aQual 
bufinefs  of  a  nation  be  done  as  well  for  the  fmall  emolument  of  that 
prefidentfhip,  as  the  fimilar  bufinefs  of  other  nations,  there  will  be 
no  apparent  reafon  why  more  (hould  be  given  for  doing  it. 

*  If  there  be  a  fuperiluicy  of  public  money,  it  will  not  be  employed 
to  augment  the  profufion,  and  increafe  the  undue  influence,  of  indi¬ 
viduals,  but  in  works  of  great  public  utility,  which  are  always  wanted, 
and  which  nothing  but  the  enormous  expences  of  government,  aiid 
of  wars,  chiefly  occafioned  by  the  ambition  of  kings  and  courts, 
have  prevented  from  being  carried  into  execution. '  The  expence  of 
the  late  American  war  only  would  have  converted  all  the  wafle 
grounds  of  this  country  into  gardens.  What  canals,  bridges,  and 
noble  roads,  &c.&c.  would  it  not  have  made  for  us?  If  the  fnWe  of 
nations  mull  be  gratified,  let  it  be  in  fuch  things  as  thefe,  and  not  in 
the  idle  pageantry  of  a  court,  calculated  only  to  corrupt  and  enilave 
a  nation. 

‘  If  the  condition  of  other  nations  be  as*much  bettered  as  that  of 
France  will  probably  be,  by  her  improved  fyllcm  of  government, 
this  great  crifis,  dreadful  as  it  appears  in  profpecl,  will  be  a  con^ 
Jtanmaticn  de*voutly  to  h:  wjhed for  ;  and  though  calamitous  to  many, 
perhaps  to  many  innocent  perlbns,  will  be  eventually  mofi  glorious 
and  happy.  ' 

‘  lo  you,  Sir,  all  this  may  appear  fuch  wild  declamation,  as  your 
treatife  appears  to  me.  But  fpeculations  of  this  kind  contribute  to 
exhilerate  my  mind,  as  the  confideration  of  the  French  revolution  has 
contributed  to  diilurb  and  difirefs  yours;  and  thus  is  verified  the 
common  proverb,  which  fays,  Om  man's  meat  is  another  m(sn's  poifon* 
If  this  be  a  dream,  it  is,  however,  a  ptcafing  one,  and  has  nothing 
in  it  malignant,  or  unfriendly  to  any.  All  that  1  look  to  promifes  no 
cxclufive  advantage  to  myfelf,  or  my  friends,  but  an  equal  field  for 
every  generous  exertion  to  a// ;  and  it  makes  the  great  objeA  of  aU 
pur  exertions  to  be  the  public  good. 

‘  1  am,  dear  Sir, 

•  Your  very  humble  fervant, 

^  Bif^mingham^  Jan*  i,  179I«  *  J«  Pkibstley.* 

Though  we  will  not,  like  Dr.  Johnfon,  regret  that  fuch  a 
charafter  ihould  not,  on  its  own  account,  be  of  the  eftablilh- 
m^nt,  we  are  ready  to  acknowledge  we  heartily  wifh  his  educa¬ 
tion  had  been  fuch  as  to  include  him  among  us.  A  mind  fo 
capacious,  a  heart  fo  enlivened  with  true  benevolence,  and 
powers  of  reafoning  fo  abftradedly  from  all  common  rules,  muft 
adorn  every  fociety,  and  muft  carry  a  degree  of  weight  with 
them  in  proportion  to  the  importance  and  intrinfic  worth  of  the 
pofti^fibr.  • 
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Art.  Xt.  A  Vindication  of  the  Rights  of  Men.  In  a  Letter  ti 
the  Right  Hon.  Edmund  Burke ;  occajioned  by  his  Reflections  on 
the  Revolution  in. France.  By  Mary  JVolWonecraft.  The  Seeond 
Edition.  8 VO.  2S.  6d«*  ftitched.  Johnlon.  London,  1790^ 

IT  was  to  be-fuppofed  that  Mr.  Burke’s  extraordinary  opinions 
would  have  produced  a  variety  of  anfwers,  not  only  on  ac¬ 
count  of  their  novelty,  but  becaufe  fentiments  fo  fubverfive  of 
the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the  iniprobability  of  man 
need  only  to  be  divefted  of  their  fpccioufnefs,  in  order  to  con¬ 
fute  thcmfelves.  Mifs  Wollftonecraft  has  a  claim  to  no  in- 
confiderable  praife  for  the  ftrength  and  plainnefs  of  her  lan-^ 
guage,  the  juftnefs  of  her  opinions,  and  the  indignant  fcorii 
with  which  ftie  treats  a  dazzling  trifle,  that  for  a  moment  be¬ 
wilders  the  uhderftanding,  while  it  faps  all  the  foundations  of 
virtue,  public  fpirit,  and  genuine  benevolence.,  *  I  perceive,* 
fays  file,  *  that  you  have  a  mortal  antipathy  to  reafpn  ;  that  we 
‘  are  to  reverence  the  ruft  of  antiquity,  and  term  tne  unnatural 
<  cuftoms  which  ignorance  and  felf-iiitereft  have  confolidated 
*  the  fage  fruits  of  experience.— Yes,  Sir,  the  ftrong  have 
‘  gained  riches,  the  few  have  facrificed  the  many  to  their  vices, 

‘  and  to  be  able  to  pamper  their  appetites,  and  fupinely  exift 
*  without  exercifing  inind  or  body,  they  have  ceafed  to  be  men.* 
Some  of  our  readers  will  (ay,  Mr.  Burke  is  here  too  much  re¬ 
paid  in  his  own  coin ;  but  fhould  the  expreffions  be  thought  too 
bold  and  general,  it  (hould  be  remembered  they  were  penned 
^ndcr  the  impreflioh  made  by  pefufihg  a  book  that  no  feeling 
mind  coiild  retire  from  without  horror.  Our  author  next  ex¬ 
amines  Mr.  Burke’s  opinions  of  the  abftraft  rights  of  men,  and 
Ihcws  that  if  we  are  only  to  regard  cuftoms  and  exifting  infti- 
tudons  as  the  plea  for  our  rights,  we  muft  look  for  ^e  origin  of 
them  in  laws  made  by  invaders  for  their  mutual  fecurity,  and' 
for  keeping  their  conquered  vafTals  in  a  ftate  of  eternal  igno¬ 
rance  and  poverty.  This  is  placed  in  fuch  lively  and  ftrong 
cdours,  as  muft  convince  every  mind,  not  previoufly  petrified 
by  a  confeioufnefs  of  his  own  fecurity,  and  an  indiftcrcnce  for 
the  happinefs  of  all  others,  or  rather  a  dread  left  he  (hould  lofe 
any  thing  by  a  general  participation;  Nor  are  the  arguments 
againft  the  prrference  given  to  primogeniture  lefs  conVpicuous- 
or  forceablc :  but,  as  we  fo  fully  tranTcribed  Mr.  Burke’s  daf- 
tardly  attack  on  an  amiable  charafter,  *  we  confider  it  a  duty  to 
take  particular  notice  of  this  lady’s  reply : 

•  You  have  (hewn,  Sir,  by  your  filcncc  on  thefe  fubjeds  [the 
game  laws,  and  the  imprefling  for  the  fea-fervice],  that  your  refpedl 
fer  rank  has  fwallowed  up  the  common  feelings  of  humanity,  and 
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that  you  fcem  to  confider  the  poor  as  only  the  live  ftock  on  an  cftate, 
the  feather  of  hereditary  nobihty.  When  you  had  fo  little  refpcft  for 
the  filent  majelly  of  mifery,  I  am  not  furprifed  at  your  manner  of 
treating  an  individual,  whofe  brow  a  mitre  will  never  grace,  and 
whofe  popularity  may  have  wounded  your  vanity — for  vanity  is  ever 
fore. 

*  I  agree  with  yo^u.  Sir,  that  the  pulpit  is  not  the  place  for  poli¬ 
tical  difeuffions,  though  it  might  be  more  excufabl^  to  enter  on  fuch 
a  fubjed,  when  the  day  was  fet  apart  merely  to  commemorate  a  poli 
tkal  revolution,  and  no  dated  duty  was  encroached  upon.  I  will 
however,  wave  this  point,  and  allow  that  Dr.  Price’s  zeal  may  have 
carried  him  further  than  found  reafon  can  juftify.  I  do  alfo  moll  cor¬ 
dially  coincide  with  you,  that,  till  we  can  fee  the  remote  confequences 
of  things,  prefent  calamities  mud  appear  in  the  ugly  form  of  evih 
and  excite  our  commiferation.  The  good  that  time  flowly  .educes 
from  them  may  be  hid  from  mortal  eye,  or  dimly  feen  ;  whilft  fym- 
pathy  compels  man  to  feel  for  man,  and  almod  redrains  the  hand 
diat  would  amputate  a  limb  to  fave  the  whole  body.  But,  after 
making  this  conceflion,  allow  me  to  expodulate  with  you,  and  calmly 
Bold  up  the  glafs  which  wiH  (hew  you  your  partial  feelings. 

^  In  reprobating  Dr.  Price’s  opinions  you  might  have  fpared  the 
man ;  and  if  you  had  had  but  halt  as  much  reverence  for  the  grey  hairs 
of  virtue  as  for  the  accidental  didin£Hons  of  rank,  you  wonld  not 
haare  treated  with  fuch  indecent  familiarity  and  fupercilious  contempt, 
a  member  of  the  community  whofe  talents  and  moded  virtues  place 
him  high  in  the  fcale  of  moral  excellence.  I  am  not  accudomed 
to  look  up  with  vulgar  awe,  even  when  mental  fuperiority  exalts  a 
xpan  above  his  fellows ;  but  dill  the  fight  of  one  whofe  habits  are 
hxed  by  piety  and  reafon,  and  whofe  virtues  are  confolLdated  into 
goodnefs,  commands  my  homage— and  I  (hould  touch  his  errors  with 
a  tender  hand  when  I  made  a  parade  of  my  fenfibility.  Granting,  for 
a*  moment,  that  Di^.  .Price’s  political  opinioris  are  Utopian  reveries, 
and  that  the  world  is  not  yet  fufRciently  civilifed  to*  adopt’  fuch  a  fub- 
linm  fydem  of  morality ;  they  could,  however,  ottly  be  the  reveries 
of  sT  benevolent  mind.  Tottering  on  the  verge  of  the  grave,  that 
worthy  man  in  his  whole  life  never  dreamt  of  mrUggling  for  power  or 
riches ;  and,  if  a  glimpfc  of  the  glad  dawn  of  liberty  rekindled  the 
fire  of  youth  in  his  veins,  you,  who  could  not  dand  the  fafclnating 
glance  of  a  greai  lady’s  eyes,  v/hen  neither  virtue  nor  fenfe  beamed 
in  them,  might  have  pardoned  his  unfeemly  tranfport — if  fuch  it 
snuft  be  deemed.’ 


This  is  only  a  part  of  what  is  here  offered  in  behalf  of  one 
whom  Mr.  Burke  never  thought  proper  to* attack  at  a  time  when 
he  firft  propofed  his  political  opinions  to  the  w^orld,  and  on  a 
fubjed  that  might  be  thought  more  important  to  this  country— 
at  a  time  when  England  was  engaged  in  iVar  with  her  colonics. 
But  it  is  not  a  little  remarkable  Mr.  Burke  (hould  never  Bum¬ 
ble  on  America  in  his  whole  book.  Neither  the  fimilarity>  as 
he  might  conceive,  of  thexircumftances,  the  quantity  of  paper 
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iflued  by  Congrefs,  nor  the  fuccels  with  which  they  have  firug* 
gled  through  To  many  difficulties,  ever  reminds  him  of  the 
warmth  with  which  he  uted  to  attack  the  then  Chancellor  of  die 
Exchequer.  It  is  .true,  indeed,  no  hierarchy  was  then  over¬ 
turned,  no  church  was  pillaged,  no  nobility  was  levelled.  For, 
grange  as  the  phenomenon  m^  feem,  America  had  arifen  to  a 
jSourilhing  condition,  which  me  now,  maintains,  without  bi- 
Ihops,  nobility,  or  any  veftiges  of  .the  age  of  chivalry.  •  But 
tc  return  to  Mifs  Wollftonecraft — Many  ingenious  remark^ 
are  to  be  met  with  in  the  reft  of  her  letter;  and  where  fhe 
keeps  to  her  purpofe  in  anfwering  Mr.  Burke,  fhe  does  it  with 
ftrength,  clearnefs, .  and  brevity,  and  as  much  politenefs  as  his 
own  unqualified  language  entitles  him  to.  But  Mr.  Burke.has 
perhaps  taught,  her  to  dlgrefs  a  little  too  often,  and  fometimes  a 
little  too  far  from  the  main  fubject.  Thefe  digreffions  ar^ 
howevery  ingenious  and  well  managed,  if  not  always  appollte  ; 
and  we  fcruple  not  .to  aflert  that  her  book  will  be  read  .with 
p'eafure  by  all  fuch.as  wifli  to  promote  the  true.interefts.  Qf 
fociety. 

The  language  may  be  thought  by  fome  too  bold  and  pointed 
for  a  female  pen ;  but  when  women  undertake  to  write  on  m^r 
culine  fubjefts,  and  reafon  as  Mifs  Wollftonecraft  does,  -we 
wifh  their  language  to  be  free  from  all  female  and  to 

exprefs  with  energy  and  pcrfpicuity,  the  ideas  they  mean  to 
convey.  i  ,  - 

We  have  omitted  one  fpecific  charge  againft  Mr.  Burke 
which  it  becomes  his-friends^to  confute  if  untrue — that  he  re¬ 
ceives  1500/.  per  ann.  on  the  Irilh  eftablilhment,  under  a  dif. 
euifed  name.  Let  us  admire  the  ubfequioufnefs  .of  an  univer- 
uty  that  could  thus  reward  one  of  the  filent  plunderers  of  heir 
country.  But  we  have  too  high  an  opinion  of  the  good  fenfe  of 
that  oppreifed  kingdom  to  think  this  meafure  will  ever  meet  with 
their  general  approbation. 


FOREIGN  LITERATURE. 

Art.  XII.  A  Defcriptlon  of  Negritla.  By  M.  P.  D.  P.  for^ 
merly  Member  of  tke  Supreme  Council  at  Senegal,  and  afuriuardt 
Governor  of  Fort  St.  Louisy  at  Gregoy.  in  the  Kingdom  of  Jtida, 

■  With  Cuts.  8vo.  Amfterdam,  1789. 

i^IGRITIA,  or,  as  it  is  commonly  called,  Negroland,  is 
an  extenfive  trail  of  country  in  Africa,  bounded  on  the 
north  by  the  defart  of  Zaara,  and  ftretching  a  great,  way  to¬ 
wards  the  fouth;  but  the  interior  parts  of  it  are  ftill  very  litde 

Imown. 


62  Fora^n  Literature. 

known.  The  author  of  this  work,  who  refiaed  liere  upw?.r'{§ 
of  twenty  years,  has  colle£fed  fuch  obfei  vations  as  he  en^ 
abled  to  make  in  the  courfe  of  that  period;  and  though  he 
feems  to  have  ftudied  neither  order  nor  method,  the  relationa 
which  he  gives  are,  in  many  rerpe£ls,  both  curious  and  enter¬ 
taining.  Speaking  of  the  Moors  who  inhabit  the  left  bank  of 
the  river  Senegal,  he  fays, 

♦  Thefe  people  are  very  fober  and  temperate  in  their  way  of 
living.  Their  food,  however,  is  not  always  the  fame.  Thofc 
who  are  rich  in  cattle  kill  feveral  oxen  every  year,  which  they 
prepare  in  the  following  manner:  having  taken  all  the  flelh  from 
the  bones,  they  cut  it  into  llices  a  little  thicker  than  an  inch, 
and,  havijig  dipped  it  once  in  brine,  hang  it  up  in  the  fun  for 
five  or  fix  days  ;  it  then  becomes  perfetAly  dry  and  hard,  like  a 
piece  of  rope,  and  will  keep  for  more  than  a  year.  When  they 
have  occafion  to  ufc  it,  they  reduce  it  to  powder,  and  boil  it  in 
water.  This  dried  flefti  ferves  them  for  provilion  during  their 
journics  ;  and  they  alfo  make  .a  kind  of  foup  of  it,  which  they 
drink  when  they  are  fick.  Sometimes  they  fteep  in  it  the  flour 
of  millet,  baked  and  properly  prepared,  which  affords  them  a 
very  nourifliing  repaft;  bbt  this  food  docs  not  prevent  thofe 
who  arc  rich  from  often  eating  frefh'meat,  and  particularly 
mutton  and  lamb,  which  they  cook  in  a  very  Angular  manner. 

*  Having  flayed  the  (heep,  or  the  lamb,  and  taken  out  the 
inteftines,  they  fprliikle  a  little  fait  over  it,  and  then  wrap  it  up 
in  the  (kin.  After  this  they  make  a  hole  in  the  earth,  of  a 
fize  prop(»rtioned  to  the  animal,  and  kindle  a  large  fire  in  it.  At 
the  end  of  an  hour  they  take  out  a  part  of  the  hot  earth,  and, 
placing  the  animal  in  the  hole,  cover  it  with  the  fame  earth  and 
afhes,  over  which  they  fpread  cold  earth,  to  the  thicknefs  of 
feven  or  eight  inches.  They  then  kindle  ^  large  fire  over  the 
whole,  and  keep  it  continually  burning,  until  they  think  the 
meat  fufficiently  baked,  when  they  take  it  from  the  nole,  throw 
alide  the  fkin  in  which  it  was  wrapped  up,  and,  having  colledled 
the  juice  in  wooden  bafoiis,  fit  down  to  regale  thcmfelvcs  with 
their  tamilies.^ 

The  manners  and  cuftoms  of  favage  people  in  different  coun¬ 
tries,  and  the  refources  which  Nature,  the  common  inftrudtor 
of  all,  points  out  to  them,  in  order  to  fupply  the  deficiencies 

art,  feem  to  have  a  great  affinity  with  each  other.  The  me¬ 
thod  prailifed  by  the  Moors  to  prepare  their  meat,  by  baking  it 
in  the  earth,  is  exaftly  the  fame  as  that  employed  by  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  feme  of  the  iflands  in  the  South  Seas,  and  of  which 
wc  have  a  particular. account  in  Captain  Cook’s  voyages  to  the 
tbuthern  heinifphere.  What  our  illuftrious  navigator  mentions 
is  not,  therefore,  peculiar  to  thefe  iflanders,  as,  the  fame  cuftom 
prevails  on  the  weftern  coalls  of  Africa. 
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The  right  bank  of  the  river  Senegal  is  inhabited  by  a  people 
called  the  negroes  of  Yolof.  Their  country  is  exceedingly 
poor,  and  the  lands  belong  to  no  fixed  proprietor.  Each  ukes 
polTelEon  of  whatever  fpot  he  finds  convenient ;  and  the  moft 
induftrious  fow  fuch  a  quantity  of  grain  as  may  be  fuliicient  for 
their  own  confuinption,  and  leave  fonrJthing  to  fupply  the  wants 
of  the  whites,^  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  country  who  have 
occafion  to  purchafe  provifion.  ,  The  principal  kinds  of  grain 
which  thefe  people  Ibw  are  large  and  fmall  millet,  and  maize, 
or  Turkifli  corn.  Their  manner  of  preparing  the  earth  re¬ 
quires  very  little  labour : 

*  A  month  beforo  the  commencement  of  the  rainy  feafon, 
which  generally  happens  about  the  end  of  April,  or  the  begin- 
ing  of  May,  they  fet  fire  to  the  ftubble  of, the  former  year,  which, 
having  been  parched  by  the  exceflive  heat  of  the  fun,  burns  ra¬ 
pidly,  and  leaves  on  the  ground  a  quantity  of  aflies  that  form 
an  excellent  manure.  When  the  rains  come  on,  all  the  negroes, 
men,  women,  and  children,  repair  to  the  fields.  The  men, 
with  a  kind  of  fmall  pick-axe,  at  a  Tingle  ftroke  make  a  hole 
in  the  earth,  while*  the  women  follow  them,  each  having  a  kind 
of  apron  bound  round  her,  and  filled  with  fe^  a  fmall  quan¬ 
tity  of  which  they  drop  into  the  holes,  and  boys  and  girls  be-, 
bind  the  women  throw  earth  into  them  with  their  feet,  and  co¬ 
ver  them  up.  Thcfc  people,  marching  always  before  each 
other,  fow  a  field  in  this  manner  with  aftonilhing  expedition. 
As  red  beans  thrive  here  furprifingly,  they  often  plant  them  in 
the  intervals  between  their  maize;  and  when  they  qut  down 
their  crop,  at  the  end  of  nkie  or  ten  weeks,  the  beans  are  only 
in  flower;  but,  being  freed  from' the  maize,  which  checked 
their  growth,  they  foon  come  to  maturity,  and  are  cut  dpwn,  in 
their  turn,  about  a  month  after. 

‘  The  labour  required  to  fow  thefe  fields  is  little  in  com- 
parifon  of  that  which  is  neceflary  to  preferve  them  from  the  de¬ 
predations  of  birds,  elephants,  wild  boars,  &c.  For  this  purpofe, 
when  the  grain  is  nearly  ripe,  they  are  obliged  to  raife  feveral 
linall  ftages,  about  fix  feet  high,  formed  of  flakes  fattened  to-r 
gether,and  placed  at  certain  diftances  throughout  the  field  which 
they  wifli  to  defend.  They  then  caufe  women  and  children  to 
mount  upon  thefe  ftages,  and  to  fend  forth  as  loud  cries  as  they 
can  whenever  they  fee  a  cloud  of  birds  ready  to  fall  upon  the 
grain.  The  birds,  frightened  by  their  cries,  retire  to  the  dif- 
.tance  of  two  hundred  paces,  or  to  feme  other  field,  from  which 
they  arc  again  driven  in  the  like  manner.  Sometimes  the  ne¬ 
groes  difeharge  their  fufees  at  them,  in  order  to  terrify  them 
the  more,  and  they  then  fly  about  from  field  to  field,  without 
knowing  where  to  perch.  It  is  very  amufing  to  fee  fuch  a  mul¬ 
titude  of  birds  aiTembledin  one  fpot;  but  as  they  foon  become 
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funiliar  with  the  cries  of  thefe  people,  they  at  length  pay  little 
regard  to  them,  and  always  catch  fome  moutlifuls  of  grain  as 
they  pafs  along. 

*  >.  In  places  where  thefe  birds  are  excelfively  numerous,  the 
negroes  are  obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  laborious  operation  of 
wrapping  up  every  ear  of  millet  in  a  fmall  handful  of  bruifed 
ftraw,  to  prevent  their  whole  crop  from  being  devoured.  Thefe 
birds,  however,  are  not  the  ‘moft  deftruftive  enemies  they  have 
to  dread  \  wild  boars  and  elepliants,  in  one  night,  will  often  oc- 
cafion  the  greateft  ravage.  When  .three  or  four  of  thele  ani- 
*  mals  fall  upon  a  large  field  of  grain,  ready  to  be  reaped,  they 
fcarcely  leave  any  of  it  entire,  both  by  the  enormous  quajitlty 
which  they  eat,  and  by  treading  it  down  with  their  large  feet, 
the  prints  of  which  are  above  a  yard  in  circumference.  I'he  only 
method  of  guarding  agalnll:  thefe  animals,  and  this  expedient  is 
often  in  part  ineftbclual,  is  to  kindle  fires  in  the  night-time 
;uround  fuch  fields  as  are  nearly  ripe ;  but  this  can  be  done  only 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  woods,  where  a  proper  fupply  of  fuel 
can  be  procured.* 

The  country  of  ^botinds  with  a  prodigious  number  of 
wild  and  carniyerous  animals. of  every  fpecies.  The  moft  com¬ 
mon  are  elephants,  lions,*  tygers,  tyger-cats,  wild  afles,  &c. 

*  Elepants  may  be  fecn  in  troops  of  fifteen  or  twenty  toge¬ 
ther,  particularly  in  the  evening  and  morning,  when  they  come 
to  drink  and  wafti  themfelves  in  the  river.  When  people  meet 
any  of  theie  animals,  if  they  are  not  attacked,  no  danger  is  to 
be  apprehended  from  them,  unlefs  they  be  unfortunately  near  a 

,  female  who  has  young.  In  liich  cafes  they  feldom  fail  to  fall 
upon  thofe  whom  they  perceive,  whether  man  or  woman,  and  to 
twift  their  trunks  around  them,  and  tofs  them  in  the  air.* 

The  following  circumftance  occurred  in  my  prefence :  one 
morning  at  break  of  day,  a  woman  having  come  to  fetch  water 
from  the  river,  at  a  place  where  the  banks  were  pretty  fteep, 
unfortunately  found  a  female  elephant,  with  a  young  one.  As 
foon  as  the  animal  faw  her,  it  riircw  its  trunk  around  her,  and 
in  this  manner  tofled  her  to  within  the  diftance  of  an  hundred 
^d  fifty  paces  from  the  boat  in  which  I  was. 

.  Thefe  animals  in  this  country  are  never  tamed  for  any  demeftic 
purpofes.  The  king  and  a  few  of  the  grandees  fometimes  hunt 
them,  but  very  rarely ;  ^and  on  this  account  they  are  become  fo 
numerous.  I'he  author  had  an  opportunity  of  being  prefent  at 
pne  of  thefe  huntings,  which  he  thus  deferibes  : 

*  The  king,  or  a  grandee  of  the  country,  collets  an  hundr^ 
and  fifty,  two  hundred,  and  fomctiJncs  more  people,  in  order 
to  beat  the  woods.  The  greater  part  of  thefe  hunters  are  armed 
widi  feveral  alTagays,  made  almoft  like. our  half  pikes,  but  the 
lion  with  which  they  are  headed  is  much  broader  and  (harper. 
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The  reft  carry  fufees,  and  fometimes  fmall  battle-axes.  Thus 
equipped,  they  furround  a  ceruin  part  of  the  wood,  which  they 
know  to  be  frequented  by  elephants,  or  march  forwards  in  a 
circular  form  to  enclofe  them.  As  foon  as  they  get  within  reach 
of  them,  one  of  the  hunters,  with  great  force,  difeharges  his 
aflagay,  which,  notwithftanding  the  hardinefs  of  the  animal^s 
(kin,  penetrates  oftentimes  very  deep  into  its  body.  If  the 
wounded  animal  becomes  furious,  thofe  who  are  on  foot  retire 
behind  the  horfemen,*  who,  placed  in  a  circle,  difeharge  more 
affagays,  and  fometimes  their  fufees,  at  its  trunk  and  feet,  which 
fcldom  fail  to  difpatch  it :  when  it  falls,  the  hunters,  who  are 
armed  with  axes,  run  up  and  cut  it  to  pieces.  The  teeth,  or 
trunks,  are  prefented  to  the  chief,  and  the  fle(h  is  divided  amongft 
the  company.  When  an  elephant  is  young,  its  fleih  is  exailly 
like  that  of  an  ox,  and  has  the  fame  tafte ;  but  when  old,  it  is 
extremely  tough  and  hard.^ 

Among  the  animals  of  this  country,  the  moft  dangerous  arc 
the  lion,  the  tyger,  and  .the  wild  boar.  When  the  lion  is  not 
hungry,  he  will  fuffer  you  to  pafs  without  moleftation;  but 
when  hungry,  as  foon  as  he  perceives  you,  he  crolTcs  the  road, 
fquats  down  with  his  belly  clofe  to  the  ground,  and  fprings  upon 
you  as  you  pafs.  When  people  obferve  him  before  he  fquats 
down,  they  have  often  time  to  prepare  their  arms,  if  they  havC' 
any,  and  to  defend  themfelves ;  but  this  is  not  the  cafe  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  tyger,  which,  for  the  moft  part,  leaps  upon  people’s 
necks  before  they  perceive  him,  and  devours  them,  unlefs  they 
poflefs  the  fame  ftrength  and  courage  as  a  young  negro  who  was 
in  the  author’s  fervice : 

One  day  he  was  attacked  at  fome  diflance  from  the  banks* 
of  the  river,  and  from  His  boat,  by^a  tyger.  Though  naked 
and  def^itute  of  arms,  he  had  the  courage  to  feize  his  enemy 
with  both  his  hands  around  the  neck.  During  their  ftruggle,  the 
animal  tore  a  confiderable  quantity  of  flefli  with  his  claws  from 
the. negro’s  back;  but  the  latter  ftill  retained  his  hold,  and 
ftrangled  the  tyger  before  he  received  any  affiftance  from  fome 
people  in  a  boat,  who,  on  hearing  his  cries,  haftened  to  his  re¬ 
lief.  When  they  came  up  to  him,  they  found  him  bathed  in 
blood,  and  the  anirnal  dead  by  his  fide. 

‘Two  kinds  of  amphibious  animals  are  found  in  the  river 
Niger,  the  moft  dangerous  of  which  is  the  cayman^  or  croco¬ 
dile.  .The  natives  of  the  country,  whether  moors  or  negroes, 
are  obliged  to  ufe  the  utmoft  precaution  to  prevent  both  them¬ 
felves  and  their  cattle  from  being  devoured  by  it.  When  they 
wi{h  to  crofs  the  river,  they  take  care  to  launch  all  their  canoes 
into  the  water,  and  getting  into  them  they  difeharge  their  fufees, 
and  make  as  loud  a  noife  as  they  can,  in  order  to  drive  away 
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*  •• 
thefc  voracious  monfters;  after  which  they  pafs  the  river  by 

fwimming,  together  with  their  wives,  children,  and 'flocks,  I'hc 

camel  is  the  only  animal  which  does  not  l\vim.  Tb  tranfport  it, 

they  are  obliged  to  fallen  it  to  a  canoe,  in  which  a  man  fits  to 

hold  up  its  head  from  the  water,  that  it  may  uot  be  drowned. 

The  elephant,  however,  which  is  three  or  four  times  as  large, 

and  much  heavier  than  the  camel,  fwims  exceedingly  well.’ 

Notwithftanding  the  precautions  taken  by  the  moors  and 
negroes  to  fecure  themfelves  from  the  voracity  of  crocodiles, 
fatal  accidents  fometimes  happen.  The  author  law,  near  Se¬ 
negal,  a  foldicr,  who  was  going  up  the  river,  devoured  at  the 
diftance  of  ten  paces  from  his  boat,  in  the  prefence  of  a  great 
many  fpcclators.  This  unfortunate  man  was  on  fliore  warhing 
his  hands  on  the  banks  of  the  river.  A  crocodile,  which  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  near,  fnapped  at  his  fingers,  and  made  him  tall  into 
the  river,  upon  which  the  animal  inftantly  dragged  him  to  the 
bottom,  before  any  alfiflance  could  be  given  him. 

.  The  other  kind  of  amphibious  animal  common  in  this  river 
is  the  hippopotamus.  It  is  confiderably  larger  than  a  common 
horfe,  and  is  not  voracious.  Its  tufks  are  ivory,  and  much  whiter 
and  harder  than  thofe  of  the  elephant. 

I'he  moft  curious  and  interelling  part  of  this  work  is  that 
which  relates  to  the  manners  and  cuftoms  of  the  Dahomans, 
whofe  fovereign  appears  to  be  more  barbarous  and  defpotic  than 
perhaps  any  prince  in  the  world : 

‘His  palace  is  above  a  league  in  circumference,  and  is 
guarded  in  the  interior  parts  by  women,  who  amount  to  two 
or  three  thoufand,  and  are  formed,  as  it  were,  into  regiments. 
Their  female  chiefs  have  the  fame  titles  as  thofe  of  the  men  who 
are  employed  in  war. 

‘  The  refpeft  which  thefe  people  pay  to  their  king  is  carried 
almoft  to  adoration,  and  his  power  is  unlimited.  None  of  his 
fubjefts  dare  approach  him,  except  fometimes  his  own  children, 
or  his  grand  general,  when  fent  for.  The  latter,  having  ob¬ 
tained  admiflSon  at  the  firft  gate,  which  is  always  guarded  by 
women,  who  pronounce  feveral  times  aloud  the  word  ogo^  which 
fignifies  by  permijjion^  and  at  other  Jiand  turn  ajtde  your 

head^fueb  are  the  iing*s  ordersy  he  is  introduced  into  a  vaft  court, 
where  he  finds  another  woman,  by  whom  he  is  conduced  into 
the  royal  prefence.  When  he  approaches  his  majefty,  he  is  not 
permitted  to  walk  upright;  he  muft  ftretch  himfelf  out  with  his 
belly  towards  the  ground,  take  fand  in  both  hands,  and  fpr inkle 
it  over  his  head  and  back,  and  walk,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the 
cxprellion,  upon  his  knees  and  elbows.  Having  advanced  to 
within  the  diftance  of  ten  paces  from  the  king,  he  muft  remain 
in  that  attitude  as  long  as  the  audience  lafts ;  and  every  time 
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the  fovereign  approves  his  condufl,  fome  fmall  ^vour  is  granted 
him.  He  then  renews  the  ceremonial .  of  taking  up  fand  and 
fprinkling  it  over  his  head  and  back,  as  a  mark  of  humility  and 
of  his  refped  and  gratitude  towards  his  mafter  for  all  his  kind- 
nefs.  When  the  audience'is  finilhed,  the  king  retires,  and  the 
minifter  does  the  fame,  repeating  the  former  a£its  of  fubmiflion.' 

The  defpotifm  of  this  prince  is  fo  unbounded,  that  when  any 
of  his  fubjcfts,  whether  in  place  or  not,  gives  him  the  leaft 
caufe  of  offence,  he  fends  for  him,  and  orders  a  perfon,  who 
does  nothing  elf«  but  difcharge  the  office  of  executioner,  to  cut 
off  his  head,  without  any  trial.  It  is  immediately  laid  at 
the  fovereign’s  feet ;  and  this  a£l  of  cruelty  and  opprcffion  never 
caufes  the  leaft  fedition. 

[  To  be  continued.  .] 
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AiT.  1  T fanjlation  of  a  Letter  from  Man/,  de  Tracy  ^  Member  of  the 

French  National  AJfemhly^  to  Mr.  Burke ;  in  anfwer  to  his  Remarks  on 

the  French  Resolution.  8vo.  6d«  Jolinfon.  London,  1790. 

« 

This  ftion  letter,  of  only  twenty-three  pages,  contains  fo  many 
good  things,  that  we  regre^  at  almoft  every  line,  it  (hould  be 
wretchedly  tranflated.  It  is  fo  replete  with  Gallicifms  we  could  fuf- 
peft  M,  1  racy  had  tranflated  it  himfelf.  We  fhall  tranferibe  the 
Srft  fentence,  not  as  the  worll,  for  there  is  no  difference,  but  as  an 
apology  for  not  giving  any  more  of  the  author’s  words ;  a  method  we 
always  prefer,  where  it  can  be  done  with  perfpicuity  and  connexion ; 

*  As  in  the  French  National  Aflcmbly  they  do  not  fuffer  fuch  long 
digreiions  as  thofe  which  are  permitted  in  the  Britifh  parliament,  I 
could  (in  my  opinion  of  the  3d  of  April)*  only  fay  fome  words  on  the 
difeourfe  of  Mr.  Burke  of  the  9th  of  February  lali.’ 

From  this  fpecimen  our  readers  will  judge  that,  fhort  as  the  whole 
is,  the  perufal  becomes  irkfome,  and  often  difgufling. 

M, Tracy  firft  afferis,  that  Mr.  Burke’s  obfervations  were  indecent 
in  the  council  of  a  neighbouring  nation,  and  the  offspring  of  an  en¬ 
tire  ignorance  of  the  French  conflitution.  He  therefore  choofes  to 
pemife  that,  having  no  other  authority  for  the  fpeech  but  the  cx- 
tiaAs  that  have  appeared  in  the  French  and  EngliA  newfpapers,  he 
bdifpofed  to  diferedit  them  altogether;  but  as  others  entertain  a 
aferent  opinion,  he  feds  it  his  duty  to  take  notice  of  them. 
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In  anfwcr  to  Mr.  Burkc^s  apprchcnfions  for  the  fafety  of  England, 
from  the  number  of  French  troops,  * M.  Tracy  aflures  him  that  a  dif.  I 
fere  nt  difpofition  will  be  likely  to  fway  the  councils  of  France  now, 
and  when  ruled,  as  heretofore,  by  *  the  reftlefs,  difquiet,  and  jea-  j 
lous  cabinet  of  the  minitler  of  a  defpot.’~To  the  obfervation  on  our 
own  revolution  in  1688,  that  it  was  rather  a  reftoration  of  the  true 
conftitution,  M.  Tracy  fays  in  anfwer,  that  though  a  reftoration 
might  be  all  that  was  wanted  in  England,  yet  fuch,  according  to  Mr. 
Burke’s  own  language,  ^  were  the  bonds  of  furious  dcfpotifm,  and 
the  torments  of  lavage  and  dark  intolerance,  worthy  companion  and 
faithful  auxiliary  of  tyranny  under  which  the  French  groaned,*  that 
nothing  (hort  of  an  entire  change  could  be  worth  contending  for.  Yet 
even  this  objection  M.  Tracy  is  ready  to  meet  in  its  full  force;  for 
he  alTerts  that  had  Mr.  Burke  read  the  hiilories  of  their  former  dates- 
general  he  would  have  found  no  new  powers  are  claimed  by  the  pre- 
lent.  But  to  fuch  a  height  had  the  privileged  part  of  the  French  na¬ 
tion  rifen,  fince  the  abolition  of  the  dates,  that  however  defirablc  the 
Engliih  cohditution  may  be  to  themfelves,  a.feparate  houfe  of  lords 
would  be  entirely  fubverfive  of  French  liberty.  This  is  in  anfwer  to 
Mr.  Burke’s  frequent  hints  that  the  French  new  condirution  diould 
have  been  modelled  like  our  own ;  on  which  it  is  further  re¬ 
marked,  that  Mr.  Burke  could  not  wilh  them  to  imitate  us  in 
our  unequal  reprefcntaiicns,  our  imprefling  feamen,  our  compli¬ 
cated  impods,  and  mercantile  regulations^  laying  us  fo  often  at  the 
mercy  of  informers,  &c. 

This  is  enough  to  fhew  the  general  tendency  of  the  work,  the  whole 
pf  which  is  written  with  a  true  ardour  of  patriotifm,  a  drong  prefen- 
timent  of  the  permanency  of  the  new  condirution,  and  a  comprehen 
five  view  of  the  principles  of  liberty  and  good  government.  In  the 
original,  we  doubt  not,  it  is  eloquent  and  fluent ;  but  in  the  tranf.a- 
tion  almod  every  fecond  line  reminds  us  that  it  is  fuch. 

Art.  14.  Thoughts  on  Government  \  occajiohed  by  Mr.  Burke^s  Rrfic 

tioMJ,  tffr.  In  a  Letter  to  a  Friend.  8vo.  is.  Lon¬ 

don,  1 790. 

This  elegant,  though  (hort  performance,  aferibed  to  a  refpedlabl 
law  chara6ler*,  deferves  the  attention  of  every  Englilhman.  fhougl 
the  thoughts  were  fuggeded  by  the  revolution  in  France,  and  parti 
cularly  by  Mr  Burke's  reflexions,  yet  our  author  has  principally  at 
tended  to  their  application  to  our  own  country.  His  fird  objed  is  t 
confute  Mr.  Burke’s  erroneous  opinions  of  government,  and  to  (he\ 
that,  whatever  may  be  held  out  to  the  contrary,  fuch  principles  a 
end  only  in  divine  indefeafible  right.  Tl^e  various  abufes  of  ta 
French  government  are  next  (hewn,  the  rfeceffity  of  the  prefent  rcvc 
lution  enforced,  and  high  encomiums  bedowed  on  the  open  conda 


•  Mr.  Rous,  author  of  the  Candid  Invedigation  of  the  prefcj 
Topic,  and  the  Claix^  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  a  Negative  e 
nxnmcd,  &c. 
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of  the  National  Affcmbly  in  arming  the  citizens  before  they  under* 
took  the  great  work  of  legiflation.  The  author  then,  with  much 
fpirit  and  plainnefs*  points  out  the  corruptions  of  our  own  govern¬ 
ment  from  its  inadequate  reprefentation,  its  incompetency  to  prove 
a  proper  check  againft  the  executive  power,  the  propriety  of  foon 
removing  the  inconvenience,  and  the  probability  that,  like  other 
evils,  it  will  foon  arrive  at  fuch  a  height  as  to  prove  its  own  cure. 

<  The  late  Lord  Chatham  foretold  that  our  rotten  boroughs  could 
not  outlive  this  century ;  and,  (hort  as  the  period  now  is,  prefent  ap;- 
pcarances  ftrongly  indicate  the  completion  of  his  prophecy.  The 
caufe  which  has  convulfed  the  kingdom  of  France  exilts  with  us  in  a 
t«ro  fold  degree.  Should  the  people  not  be  tempted  to  inquire  on 
what  principle  truftees  for  feven  ‘years  have  fold  the  inheritance— 
(hould  they  not  refledl,  that  as  the  bulk  of  revenue  mull  be  drawn 
from  the  dally  labour  of  the  multitude,  to  fweat  and  toil  for  others 
without  reward,  is  not  the  charafterillic  diilindlion  of  freedom— or 
(hould  not  the  prelTure  of  their  necellities  operate  independent  of  rea- 
foii;  the  modern  fyftem  of  revenue  carries  internally  the  feeds  of  its 
own  dellruftion.  When  the  fyftem  of  borrowing  firft  commenced, 
the  taxation  being  light,  and  impofed  on  fubjeds  of  univerfal  con- 
fumption,  was  little  felt  by  the  people,  while  the  funds*  created  were 
i  ftock  always  ready  at  command,  which  circulated  paper  to  three 
times  the  amount,  and,  operating  as  money,  gave  life  and  vigour  to 
manufa&ures.  The  effctl  was,  that  thefe  taxes  gradually  increafed 
to  nearly  three  times  the. amount  with  the  growing  profperity  of  the 
Hate.  The  natural  obje(5ls  of  taxation  have  been  long  iince  engrolTcd, 
the  induftry  of  the  country  is  opprefted  with  accumulated  burthens, 
and  the  reverfe  of  the  former  cfFedl  approaches  with  hafty  ftrides.  The 
taxes  which  have  been  given  for  the  lall  1,500,000/.  of  revenue  have 
not  yielded  900,000/.  and  have  neverthelefs  decreafed  the  produft  of 
the  former  taxes,  while  the  numbers  of  our  people  decline.  Yet  the 
caufes  of  public  profufion  continue  to  operate  with  increaling.  force. 
Reformation  (in  the  fource  of  this  evil,  a  perverted  nominal  reprefent- 
ation)  will  be  forced  Upon  us  by  inevitable  heceftity.  It  cannot  long 
be  delayed; 

‘  Thefe  are  the  reflcdlions  which  the  convulfions  of  a  neighbouring 
Bngdom  have  fuggefted  to  my  mind,  and  which  Mr.  Burke’s  pam- 
phlet  has  provoked  me  to  commit  to  the  prefs.  If,  in  combating 
Ibis  opinions,  I*  have  advanced  pofitions  on  the  gerferal  fubjedl  of  go- 
ernment  which  others  may  condemn,  I  have  no  w?(h  to  fereen  my 
O'vn  errors  from  detedlion.  All  inveftigation  promotes  the  caufe  of 
truth.  The  terrors  of  Mr.  Burke’s  eloquence  will  not  prevent  me 
vowing  the  iincere  convidlion  of  my  mind.  I  therefore  beg  leave 
to  repeat,  that  all  legitimate  government  mu  ft  for  ever  reft  on  the 
billing  obedience  of  the  great  body  of  the  people;  and  that  when 
f^^rce  is  employed  againft  them,  under  any  form  of  conftitution,  the 
"^ple  have  not  only  a  petfe^  fight,  but  it  becomes  tbeir  duty  to 
ftft.  ‘  That  all  power  cxcrcifed  by  a. part  is  a  truji  derived  from  the 
Me  community,  created  folely  for  their  benefit^  and  which  can  be 
Id  by  no  other  tenure  than  by  tbeir  confent.  That,  to  fecure  the 
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willing  obedience  of  the  people,  the  duties  which  we  all  owe  to  onr 
country  arc,  to  extirpate  e^vny  prejudice  from  their  minds,  to  convince 
their  reafon,  to  explain  the  principles  of  our  conftitution,  and  thus, 
with  their  concurrence,  reforming  its  abufes,  endeavour  to  render  it 
in  pradlice,  as  in  theory,  the  moft  perfeft  fyftcm  of  government 
‘which  ever  appeared  in  the  hiftory  of  mankind.’ 

Such  are  the  fentiments  of  this  elegant  and  candid  writer.  If  fome 
of  our  readers  (hould  think  the  language  too  forcible,  let  them  rccol- 
ledl  how  neceflkry  fuch  an  antidote  is  to  the  lurking  venom  of  Mr. 
Burke. 

Art.  15.  Ob/er*vaticHS  on  the  Reflexions  of  the  Right  Hon,  Edmund 

Burke  on  the  Resolution  in  France*,  In  a  Letter  to  the  Right  Hon, 

the  Earl  of  Stanhope.  8vo.  2s.  6d.  Dilly.  London,  1790. 

Thefc  obfervations,  which  report  aferibes  to  the  celebrated  Mrs. 
Macaulcy  Graham,  are,  in  many  refpedls,  worthy  fuch  a  pen.  The 
flyle  contains  all  that  ftrength,  harmony,  and  perfpicuity,  which  has 
always  diilinguilhed  this  elegant  writer ;  and  the  hiftorical  remarks 
are  as  judicioufly  applied  as  we  are  accuflomed  to  meet  from  her. 
There  are,  indeed,  many  inaccuracies  of  language,  which  the  haile ! 
in  which  the  performance  was  brought  out  can  only  account  for  and! 
excufe.  The  whole  of  Mr.  Burke’s  book  undergoes  a  pretty  clofc 
review ;  and  if  we  did  not  fufpeft  our  readers  muft  be  a  little  weary 
of  a  fubjeft  which  had  only  novelty,  long  expedation,  and  the  name 
of  Burke,  to  recommend  it,  we  would  gladly  tranferibe  many  ex- 
trafts  from  this  anfwer.  Suffice  it  to  fay,  the  performance  has  great 
merit,  and  has  no  other  defed  than  what  we  have  mentioned,  except 
fometimes  dwelling  a  little  too  long  on  felf- evident  propofitions.  The 
laft  may  be  excufed  by  recoiled ing  the  variety  of  ways  in  which 
Mr.  Burke  has  endeavoured  to  diilort  truth. 

Art.  16.  Short  Obfervations  on  the  Right  Hon.  Edmund  Burkfs 
flexions.  8vo.  is.  6d.  Kearfley.  London,  1790. 

This  fmart  little  pamphlet  is  full  of  very  good  things,  and  has 
advantage  of  being  ffiort,  which  is  no  fmall  one  on  a  lubjed  of  which 
the  public  muft  begin  to  tire.  It  is  chiefly  direded  againft  Mr.  Burke’ 
falfehoods  and  mifreprefentations.  *  Treafins,  robberies^  fays 
author,  *  rapes^  ajfojflnations,  flaugbtersy  and  burnings y  throughout 
harajftd  lands ;  fraudy  impofluresy  violence y  rapines y  murders y  confifea 
•  tions.  compulfatory  paper  currency  y  and  every  de/cription  of  cruelty y  forn 
a  pidiire  fo  truly  hideous,  that  1  am  at  a  lofs  to  recoiled  the  country 
in  which  I  have  pafted  the  laft  five  months,  without  hearing  of  a  fingl 
robbery  or  murder.’ 

To  comfort  Mr.  Burke,  under  his  diftreffes  on  account  of  the 
able  queen^%  fufferings,  he  affures  him  that,  according  to  the  office 
report  of  M.  Chabroud,  the  chamber  of  the  queen  was  never  prc 
phaned  by  the  infurgents ;  and  that  the  gallant  centinel,  whofc  dcat 
IS  fo  pathetically  lamented,  ftill  lives  to  receive  the  reward  of  k 
intrepid  loyalty. 
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'Of  the  Count  Lally«TolendaI,  whofc  letter  makes  ip  long  a  note 
in  Mr.  Burke's  book,  and  dcfcribes  the  National  Affembly  as  a  iten 
$f  min-taterSf  it  is  remarked,  that  his  flight  excited  contempt,  and 
his  letter  derifion,  even  among  his  friends  the  arillocrates— tnat  the 
Abbe  Maury  feels  himfelf  fate  amidft  thefe  jt^piffarUs^  ajfajjins,  and 
tanibals.  chough  he  is  hourly  declaiming  in  praife  of  the  old  inilitu* 
lions  of  clergy  and  nobility. , 

The  author,  after  this,  expreiTes  his  aftonilhment  that  Mr.  Burke 
(hould  fpcak  of  the  nobility  or  clergy,  particularly  the  latter,  in  the 
manner  he  does,  and  fufpeds  he  never  was  in  France  long  enough  to 
make  any  obfervations  on  either.  The  old  parliaments  he  deferibes 
in  their  true  colours ;  (licws  how  unfit  they  were  to  form  the  judicial 
eflablifhment  of  a  great  nation  ;  and  concludes  with  fome  ingenious 
remarks  on  our  own  conllitutibn,  on  the  ftate  of  America,  on  Mr. 
Burke’s  opinions  during  that  contefl,  and  his  conilant  filence  on  a 
fubjed  fo  apparently  connected  with  the  prefen t. 

On  the  whole,  thefe  remarks  are  ingenious,  pithy,  and  fpnghtly, 
and  as  candid  as  the  work  it  is  written  in  anfwer  to  could  admit. 

Art.  17.  thoughts  on  the  Commencement  of  a  Ne^iv  Parliament ;  nvitb 
Remarks  on  a  Letter  of  the  Right  Hon*  Edmund  Burke  on  the  Revolu* 
tion  in  Franoe*  By  fofepb  Towers ^  LL»D.  8vo.  ^s.  6d,  Dilly. 

,  London,  1790. 

The  firft  part  of  this  work  contains  remarks  on  the  tranfadlons  of 
the  two  parties  during  the  regency,  with  neither  of  which  is  Dr.Towers 
fatisfied,  afferting  (this  is  not  the  place  to  fay  with  how  much  propriety) 
that,  in  the  vacancy. occafioned  by  the  king’s  illnefs,  it  became  the 
people,  or  their  reprefentatives,  to  make  the  neceflTary  arrange- 
’raents,  without  attending  to  hereditary  right,  or  empowering  the 
chancellor  to  become  king  for  a  day.  The  extenfion  of  the  excife 
laws  to  tobacco  and  wine  is  feverely  reprehended— the  commutation 
aft  is  attacked  with  more  appearance  of  petulance  than  argument— 
the  extenfion  of  the  feflions  to  the  dog-days  is  faid  to  be  for  the  pur 
pofe  of  pafTing  unpopular  ads,  while  the  independent  members  are 
retired  to  their  feats,  and  only  the  dependents  of  miniilry  remain  in 
town — a  reform  in  the  leprefcntation  is  warmly  and  juftly  required — • 
the  Pruflian  treaty  is  faid  to  involve  us  in  continental  connexions,  as 
if  it  were  poflible  for  us  to  keep  out  of  them  ;  and  the  old  ftorics 
about  the  inconveniencies  of  Hanover  are  repeated.  The  power  of 
making  war,  it  is  urged,  Ihould  be  confined  to  parliament — (can  a 
war  be  carried  on  without  the  confent  of  parliament?)  Our  inter¬ 
ference  in  the  affairs  of  Holland  is  juftly  cenfured,  as  preventing  the 
Dutch  from  difengaging  themfelves  from  the  power  of  an  oligarchy, 
which  will  fome  time  or  other  prove  more  injurious  to  their  liberty 
than  either  a  fladtholder  or  king.  This  is  urged  as  a  proof  that  the 
minifter  is  not  favourable  to  the  caufe  of  liberty  abroad  j  and  his  op- 
pofition  to  iV!r.  Powis’s  motion  relative  to  the  government  of  Quebec 
“^Mr.  Marfham’s  for  fccuring  the  freedom  of  eledion— and  Mr.  Beau- 
foy’s  for  allowing  trial  by  jury  in  informations  relative  to  excife — are 
^  brought  to  prove  that  he  is  not  more  favourable  to  tlie  liberty  of 
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Britilh  fubjffts.  But  the  remark  that  how  little  foever  Mr.  Put  may 
*  be  hackneyed  in  political  vices,  his  coadjutors,  Dundas  and  Hawkef- 
bury,  might  fupply  thefe  deficiencies,  is  fitter  for  a  paragraph  in  the 
Morning  Poll  than  a  regularly  digefted  eflay.  The  flourifhing  ftatc 
of  the  kingdom  is  aferibed  not  to  Mr.  Pitt’s  adminillration,  but  to 
the  tranfition  from  war  to  peace — (give  the  devil  his  due,  Dodor,  who 
has  preferved  us  this  peace  ?) — to  the  natural  indiiftry  of  the  Englilh, 
and  the  'unfcttled  ftate  of  the  continental  powers,  which  has  induced 
foreigners  to  purchafe  in  our  funds.  ’  ‘ 

Among  the  meafures  of  .the  late  parliament,  the  recolleflion  of  the 
oppolitum  to  the  repeal  of  the  corporation  and  tell  a£ls,  makes  the 
,  Doctor  BLUSH.  We  have  formerly  admired  his  modelly,  and  now 
hope  he  blufhes  at  the  manner  in  which  his  party  demandei^t  repeal. 
Would  the  Dcdlor  have  wilhed  the  reprefen  tat  ives  to  adl  contrary  to 
the  opinion  of  their  conllituenis  ?  and  we  need  not  fay  on  Which  fide 
the  majority  of  the  people  went.  Some  obfervatioiis  on  lotteries  and 
ncwfpapers  clofe  this  part  of  die  pamphlet. 

The  remarks  in  the  appendix  on  Mr.  Burke’s  pamphlet  arc  not 
fufficrcntly  pointed  or  ftriking.  They  are,  indeed,  reafonable  and 
convincing  ;  but  who  can  fail  to  confute  a  writer  that  is  every  mo¬ 
ment  confuting  himfelf  ? 


Art.  t8.  A  Letter  to  the  J^ight  Hon,  Edmuni Burke,  in  Reply  to  his 
ReJleSions  on  the  Re  volution  in  France,  lAc,  Second  Edition,  •with 
conjideralle  Additions ;  including  atfo  <various  Pajfages  fr  m  Mr  Burke's 
'former  Publications,  By  a  ember  of  the  Renjolution  Society,  8vo. 
as.  Stockdale.  London,  1790. 

The  only  thing  wwth  notice  in  this  letter  is  the  quotation  of  fir* 
veral  paflages  from  Mr.  Burke’s  former  publications,  by  which  it 
evidently  appears  that  gentleman  once  confidered  our  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  in  a  very  different  light  from  what  he  deferibes  it  in  his  laft 
work.  The  following,  from  *  Thoughts  on  the  prefent  Difeontents,* 
publilhed  in  the  year  1770,  is  not  more  remarkable  than  the  reft, 

'  but,  being  the  Ihortell,  we  have  feIcCled  it : 

*  The  virtue,  fpirit,  and  cffence  of  a  HouTe  of  Commons  confifts 
in  its  being  the  exprefs  image  of  the  feelings  of  the  nation.  It  is  not 
inllituted  to  be  a  control  on  the  people,  as  of  late  has  been  taught  by  a 
dodrine  cf  the  moji  fernichus  tendency ;  it  was  defigned  as  a  control 
for  the  people.*  How  docs  this  agree  with  Mr.  Burke’s  language, ; 
that  the  people  (hould  be  governed  by  a  pow'cr  out  cf  thtm/elves ;  or 
with  his  commending  the  inadequacy  of  our  reprefentation  ? 

The  reft  of  this  pamphlet  turns  on  the  impeachment  of  Mr. 
Hallings. 
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RUSSIANS  AND  THE  TURK.S. 

A  T  a  feafon  of  the  year,  when  It  is  ufually  found  neceflary  to 
^  fufpend  warlike  operations,  the  Ruffian  troops  have  kept 
the  field,  while  fortune  attends  their  efforts  in  every  quarter, 
and  threatens  nothing  lefs  than  annihilation  to  the  Ojt^^man  em¬ 
pire.  Deferted  by  an  aftive  and  enterprifing  ally,  the  Turks 
with  confternatlon  behold  fome  of  the  moft  important  ftrong- 
bolds,  ‘on  the  frontiers  of  their  dominions,  fall  into  the  hands  of 
their  enemies,  whbfe  vigour  feems  to  increafe  in  proportion  to 
their  fuccefs,  and  the  refources  which  arife  to  them  from  their 
conquefts.  It  is,  however,  probable  that  fome  of , the  neigh¬ 
bouring  powers  will  not  tamely  remain  fpeftators  of  the  deftruc  - 
tion  of  a  people  whofe  greateft  fault  is  ignorance  and  fuperfti- 
tion;  or  fuffer  Turkey  in  Europe,  with  all  its  dependencies,  to 
be  annexed  to  Ruffia,  already  too  extenfive.  7'he  ambitious 
Catherine,  whatever  pretences  (he  may,  from  policy,  hold  forth  to 
amufe  the  public,  evidently  wiflies  to  render  Ruffia  the  firft  niari- 
time  country  in  Europe;  and  it  may  be  eafily  forefeen  what  the 
confequence  would  be,  Ihould  fhe  once  get  poffeffion  of  Con- 
ftantinople,  the  nobleft  port  in  the  world,  and  rendered,  by  its 
happy  fituation,  highly  .favourably  to  commerce.  But  what 
crimes,  more  than  other’ nations,  have  the  Turks  been  guilty 
of,  that  they  Ihould  be  perfecuted  with  all  that  fury  and  rancour 
which  marked  the  infamous  crufades,  in  the  early  ages,  with 
bloodftied  and  horror  ?  Is  religion  to  be  again  made  a  fpecious 
plea  for  carrying  on  a  war,  founded  in  ihjuftice;  and  are  a 
whole  race  to  be  exterminated  to  gratify  female  vanity  and  ca¬ 
price^?  A  modern  writer,  who,  were  he  confiftent  with  his 

own 


•  The  victories  which  Catherine  gained  over  the  Turks,  in  the 
^ar  concluded  by  the  cenvention  of  were  celebrated,  by  an 

fngliffi  artift,  in  an  allegorical  painting,  which  is  now  preferved  at 
Czarflco  Zelo.  In  this  painting  the  emprefs  is  reprcfented  pointing  with 
right  hand  to  flandards,  and  other  warlike  trophies,  which  allude 
^the  fuccefs  of  her  arms.  Greece,  with  her  attributes,  at  the  em- 
^efs’  feet,  feems  on  one  fide  to  implore  her  proteflion,  while  Apollo, 
It  the  head  of  the  nine  mufes,  advances  with  a  fuppliant  air  on  the 

other. 
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own  principles^  ought  to  promote  toleration  and  liberality  of 
fentiment,  in  a  work  lately  publiftied’^,  fays,  .‘  Men  have  de- 
^  claimed  againft  the  injuftice  of  a  war  with  the  Turks:  can 

*  we  be  unjuft  towards  a  horde  of  robbers,  who  hold  a  people 

*  in  flavery,  and  whofe  avidious  ferocity  overwhelms  them  with 
‘  outrages  ?  Let  them  return  to  the  defarts,  which  the  imbe- 
‘  cility  of  Europe  permitted  them  to  quit;  fince,  in  their  brutal 

*  pride,  they  have  continued  to  produce  a  race  of  tyrants.  At 

*  length,  let  the  country  of  thofe  to  whom  we  owe  our  know- 
^  ledge,  our  arts,  and  even  our  virtues,^ceafe  to  be  diftionoured 

*  by  the  prefence  of  a  people  who  unite  the  defpicable  vices  of 

*  effeminacy  to  the  ferocity  of  favages.’  Such  language  Is, 
'\indoubtedly,  worthy  of  the  darkeft  ages  of  bigotry,  and  breathes 
a  Gothic  fpirit,  ill  fuited  to  the  mild  phijofophy  of  the  prefent 
enlightened  period.  In  oppofition,  however,  to  the  ideas  of 
the  Marquis  de  Condorcet  we  can  quote  another  writer  of  the 
fame  nation,  who  appears  to  us  to  be  a  greater  friend  to  the 
.rights  of  mankind,  and  perhaps  a  better  politician.  ‘  That 

*  fpirit  of  juftice,’  fays  M.  Chenier  f,  ‘  by  which  the  Chriftian 

*  powers  profefs  to  be  actuated,  the  refpeft  which  they  owe  to 
‘  property,  the  political  contracts  vdiich  fecure  it,  and  the  com- 

*  mercial  connexion  fubfifting  between  the  greater  part  of  them 

*  and  the  Ottoman  empire,  appear  to  be  fo  many  claims  which 
^  it  has  to  independence,  as  well  as  motives  that  ought  to  in- 
‘  tereft  them  in  its  prefervation.  Though  this  empire  is  a 

*  ftrangcr  to  the  political  fyftem  of  Europe,  its  circumfpeftion 
^  and  regard  to  treaties  are  too  well  known  for  us  to  entertain 

any  apprehenfions  from  its  ambition ;  and  its  power  may,  at 
^  fome  future  period,  ferve  as  a  barrier  againft  the  reftlefs  and 
warlike  fpirit  of  nations,  who  may  be  difpofed  to  difturb 
}  public  tranquillity. 

*  The  averfion  which  the  Ottomans  entertain  for  all  reli- 

*  gions  but  die  Mahometan ;  their  fequeftered  lituation,  which 

*  ^ems  to  feparate  them  from  other  nations;  and  the  little  care 

*  which  they  beftow  in  cultivating  the  arts  and  the  fcicnces,  or 

*  in  bringing  human  knowledge  to  perfeftion;  do  not  give  their 
‘  neighbours  a  juft  title  to  take  up  arms  againft  them,  and  to 
‘  deprive  them  of  an  empire,  their  right  to  which  is  eftablifhed 

*  by  a  pofleflion  of  more  than  four  hundred  years,  and  by  le- 

*  gal  fucceflion. 

ocher.  The  rifing  fun  illuminates  Catherine’s  forehead ;  and  in  the 
back-ground  arifes  the  new  city  of  Cherfojn,  Whind  which  is  the 
Black  Sea,  covered  with  fhips  direfting  their  courfe  towards  Conllan- 
*  dnople.  The  meaning  of  this  allegory  is  obvious. 

•  See  the  Life  of  Voltaire,  by  the  Marquis  de  Condorcet. 
t  Revolutions  de  TEmpire  Ottoman,  par  M.  de  Chenier. 
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*  The  laws  of  nations,  and  the  refpeft  due  to  property,  do 
^  not  give  any  one  a  right  to  feize  upon  the  lands  of  his  neigh- 
‘  hour;  and,  by  the  fame  principle,  one  nation  has  no  right  to 

*  ftrip  another  of  its  territories,  if  it  has  poflefled  them  through 

*  a  feries  of  generations.  But  the  right  of  fovereigns  them- 
‘  felves  is  founded  on  antiquity  of  poffeflion,  it  is  their  intereft 

to  oppofe  every  invafion  that  feems  likely  to  alienate  property 
‘  legally  fecured  to  its  poflbflbrs  by  time  and  conventions.  To 
‘'give  a  colour  of  juftice  to  a  fyftem  which  tends  to  overturn 
principles  hitherto  received,  interefted  obfervers  fay,  that  as 
‘  the  Turks  are  ignorant,  barbarous,  and  enemies  to  numanity, 

‘  every  exertion  (hould  be  made  to  banifli  them  from  Europe, 

‘  and  to  drive  them  back  to  Afia.  But  even  fuppofing  that  this 
imputation  of  ignorance  and  barbarity  were  true,  it  would  be 
‘  as  unjuft  to  deprive  the  Turks  of  their  pofleffions,  as  for  a 
‘  man  to  drive  his  neighbour  from  his  own  houfe  becaufe  he  is 
‘  lefs  fociable  and  lefs  enlightened  than  another.  With  regard 
‘  to  their  violating  the  laws  of  humanity,  granting  even  this 
‘  charge  to  be  well  founded,  I  do  not  fee  why,  if  *we  drive  them 
‘  from  Europe,  we  fhould  abandon  Afia  to  their  mercy.  Is  not 
‘  Afia  inhabited  alfo  by  people  whofe  prefervation  ought  to  in- 
‘  tereft  their  fellow-creatures?  From  fuch  principles  we  fhould 
‘  be  induced  to  believe  that  enlightened  nations  never  make  war 
’‘  but  to  extirpate  public  robbers,  and  to  render  mankiqd  happy ; 

‘  but  when  we  fee  the  earth  drenched  with  human  blood,  whole 
‘  provinces  laid  waft’e  by  fire,  and  fo  many  cities  deftroyed,  and 
the  remembrance  of  them  almoft  obliterated  by  time,  we  foon 
‘  abandon  thofe  ideas  of  perfection  under  which  ambition  hides 
‘  its  crimes.  Have  we  forgot  that,  under  the  facred  veil  of  re- 
•‘  ligion,  the  thirft  of  gold  caufed  torrems  of  blood  to  be  fhed  in 
‘  America?  and  that  millions  of  people,  throughout  the  reft  of 

*  the  world,  have  been  facrificed  to  the  avarice  of  nations,  the 
‘  prejudices  of  opinion,  and  the  ambition  of  fovereigns,  who  pro- 
‘  fefled  to  be  the  protestors  of  humanity  ?  —  ■ 

‘  Independent  of  the  principles  of  juftice  and  political  mo- 
tives,  which  militate  in  favour  of  the  Ottoman  empire,  com- 
‘  mercial  nations  have  a  powerful  intereft  in  its  prefervation  on 
‘  account  of  the  benefit  which  they  may  derive  from  it  by  trade. 

‘  France,  England,  Holland,  Spain,  and  other  fouthern  powers, 

‘  in  proportion  to  their  riches,  and  the  advantages  which  they 
‘.enjoy,  either  from  nature  or  induftry,  keep  up  withTur- 
‘  key  a  commercial  connexion,  the  fprings  of  which  would  be 
‘  infenfibly  dried  up,*  fhould  it  change  its  mafters.  Thefe  na- 
‘  tions,  therefore,  ought  never  to  fufFer  themfelves  to  be  de- 
prived  of  fuch  a  fource  of  wealth,  which  they  fhould  rather  be 
‘  jealous  of  preferving,  and  which  a  revolution,  in  that  part  of 
‘  Europe,  would  entirely  dcflroy. 
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^  The  Ottomans  are  by  no  means  to  be  looked  upon  as  fecrct 
and  ambitious  rivals.  That  fyftcm  of  peace,  which  it  is  their 

*  intereft  to  adopt,  cannot  infpire  any  diftruft  on  the  one  hand ; 

*  while,  on  the  other,  Turkey  itfelf  may  be  confidcred  as  a  bar. 

*  rier  againft  inv'afion.  Befides,  without  exaggerating  fears,  or 

*  prefaging  future  evils,  by  refleding  on  the  paft,  and  confider. 

*  ing  the  prefent  intereft  of  nations,  we  are  forced  to  allow,  that, 
^  amidft  that  ftaie  of  fufpicion  by  which  they  are  agitated,  they 

*  ought  to  prefer  as  neighbours,  people  reputed  barbarous,  and 
‘  who  blindly  refign  the  fate  of  events  to  the  Supreme  Being, 

*  to  ambitious  conquerors,  always  ready  to  promote  changes, 

*  and  to  make  them  fubfervient  to  their  convenience. 

‘  In  Icfs  enlightened  ages,*  when  the  minds  of  mankind  were 
«  enflaved  by  fuperftition,  the  Ottomans  were  depifted  as  blood* 
^  thirfty,  fond  of  conqueft,  oppreflive,  inhuman,  and  tyrannical, 

<  while  their  averfion  to  foreign  religions  gave  ftrength  to  thefe 
«  ideas,  which  begin  gradually  to  be  effaced.  However  friendly 

<  to  toleration  the  Romans  might  be,  they  were  ftill  more  ty- 
«  rannical.  Thofe  ambitious  people  could  not  behold,  without 

*  regret,  the  profperity  of  other  nations,  becaufe  they  wiftied  the 

*  extremities  of  the  univerfe  to  be  the  boundaries  of  their  em- 

*  pire:  but  there  is  not  the  leaft  fhadow.of  reafon  for  throwing 

*  out  the  fame  reproaches  againft  the  Ottomans  ;  and,  notw'Ith- 

<  ftanding  the  force  of  prejudice,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  they 

*  refpeit  treaties,  and  the  general  laws  of  nations.  The  fmall 
«  republic  of  Ragufa,  furrounded  by  ambitious  neighbours,  whom 
«  it  wiftied  to  have  for  friends,  and  dreaded  to  have  as  mafters, 

<  forcfccing  the  progrefs  which  the  Ottomans  would  make  in 

*  Europe,  owing  to  the  divifions  by  which  it  was  then  torn,fent 
deputies  to  Burfa,  to  the  Emperor  Orcan  I.  to  beg  his  protec- 

<  tion,  and  liberty  to  preferve  its  religion,  laws,  and  ariftocrati- 
«  cal  form  of  government,  on  condition  of  paying  a  moderate 
‘  tribute.  The  treaty  agreed  to,  on  this  occalion,  and  figned 
«  by  Orcan,  above  four  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago,  is  ftill  reli- 
«  gioufly  obferved  ;  and  no  farther  conceffions  have  been  ever 

*  required,  though  the  fmall  territories  of  Ragufa,  with  its  har- 

<  bour  and  other  dependencies,  would  have  given  the  Ottoman 

*  Porte  great  influence  in  the  Adriatic  Sea.  •  In  that  fpacc  of 
^  time  how  many  revolutions  has  Europe  experienced?  And  if 

*  a  few’  petty  ftates  have  ihaken  oflF  the  yoke  of  tyranny,  how 

*  many  are  there  who  have  funk  under  the  hand  that  oppreffed 

*  them?* 

Being  rigid  predeftinarians,  the  I'urks  are  often  difeouraged 
under  events,  W’hich  would  tend  only  to  redouble  the  exertions 
of  other  nations ;  their  want  of  proper  difeipline,  of  which  th^y 
have  little  or  no  idea,  renders  them  bad  foldiers;  and,  though 
not  dcftituti^  of  courage,  .their  ignorance  of  the  arts  gives 
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tnemies,  among  whom  the  fciences  are  cultivated,  a  decided 
iuperiority  over  them.  We  need  not,  therefore,  be  furprifed  at 
the  fuccefs  which  hath  hitherto  attended  the  Ruffian  arms.  New 
conqucfts  afford  them  frefh  fupplies.  The  talcing  of  Ifaccia, 
befides  furnilhing  them  with  provifions  and  ftores  of  every  kind, 
has  opened  a  paflage  by  land  to  Varna,  while  their  fleet  have 
accefs  to  it  by  fea.  They  are  now  not  far  diftant.from  the  ca-< 
pita],  and,  unlefs 

POLAND  AND  PRUSSIA 

interfere,  the  Ruffian  banners  may  foon  be  feen  waving  over  the 
walls  of  the  feraglio.  Dreading  this,  the  Turks,  it  is  faid,  have 
made  propofals  of  peace  to  Prince  Potemkin,  who  refufcd  to 
treat  but  on  the  following  conditions :  ift.  That  the  treaty 
(hould  be  concluded  without  the'  intervention  of  any  foreign 
power,  adly.  That  Wallachia  and  Moldavia  fhould  be  acknow¬ 
ledged  independent  (/  the  Porte ;  and  that  Auftria,  in  conjunct 
tion  with  Ruffia,  (hould  alone  have  the  right  of  appointing  the 
princes  who  govern 'it.  3dly.  That  the  Crimea  (hould  be  ir¬ 
revocably  ceded  to  Ruffia ;  and  that  the  treaty  of  Paffarowitz 
fflould  ferve  as  a  bafis  for  a  treaty  to  be  concluded  between  Au¬ 
ftria  and  the  Pofte.  If  the  Poles,  however,  to  whom  the  Porte 
has  lately  granted  fome  commercial  advantages,  and  a  liberty  of 
navigating  the  Black  Sea,  unite  with  Prulfia;  and  if  Great-» 
Britain  fend  a  fleet  to  the  Baltic  to  co-operate  with  them,  Ca¬ 
therine’s  haughtinefs  may  be  a  little  humbled,  and  (he  may  per¬ 
haps  content  to  a  peace  on  more  moderate  terms. 

Though  Britain  has  little  to  fear,  at  prefent,  from  the  difputes 
by  which  Europe  feems  likely  to  be  agitated,  her  attention  is 
called  to  India  by  the  operations  of  ' 

TIPPOO  SULTAN,  _ 

who  has  made  an  attack  upon  our  ally  the  Rajah  of  Travancorc, 
in  confequence  of  his  having  purchafed  two  forts  from  the 
Dutch,  (ituated  in  a  part  of  the  country  which  Tippoo  pretends 
had  been  tributary  to  Hyder  Ally,  and  which,  therefore,  muft 
be  fo  to  him.  It  is  undoubtedly  the  interelt  of  Great-Britain  to 
preferve  peace  in  India,  as  tar  as  can  be  doneconiiftent  with  pro¬ 
priety;  and  if  it  be  true  that  Tippoo,  after  commencing  holfi- 
lities  in  perfon,  wrote  an  apology  for  his  conduct  to  our  govern¬ 
ment,  declaring  his  wi(h  to  continue  on  good  terms  with  the  Eng- 
li(h,  and  to  avoid  any  caufe  of  offence  towards  them,  it  would  be 
much  better  to  conciliate,  the  friend(hip  of  this  chief,  formidable 
both  by  the  number  and  difciplinc  of  his  troops  and  his  revenue, 
than  engage  in  a  conteft,  the  iffue  of  which  may  be  doubtful,  and 
at  any  rate  attended  with  confiderable  expcnce.  A  very  (h^low 
politician  may  know  that  an  exhaufted  treafury,  and  a  tottering 
credit,  ought  to  didiatc  pacific  meafures ;  the  Eaft-India  Com¬ 
pany’s 
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pany’s  affairs  are  at  prefent  in  fuch  a  fituation  as  not  to  be  able 
cafily  to  fupport  a  war;  and  though  much  reliance  is  placed  on 
the  afl^ftancc  of  the  Mahrattas,  as  their  faith  is  as  proverbial  in 
India  as  the  Pumia  Jules  in  the  time  of  the  Romans,  it  would  be 
the  height  of  folly  to  place  much  dependence  on  them.  From 
India  we  are  naturally  led  to  turn  our  view  towards  our  infant 
colony  at 

PORT  JACKSON, 

which,  from  the  moft  authentic  accounts,  though  they  have  not 
yet  been  formally  laid  before  the  public,  appears  to  be  in  the 
greateft  diftrefs  for  provifions,  and  not  likely  to  anfwer  the  fan- 
guine  expe£bitions  which  have  been  formed  of  it.  None  of  the 
miferable  wretches,  who  by  their  crimes  have  forfeited  their  li¬ 
berty  to  their  countiy*  and  who  are  baniftied  to  this  fpot  as  a 
punifhment,  will  in  all  probability  be  hanged  for  returning  from 
tranfportation ;  but  if  they  are  to  be  tortured  by  famine,  it  would 
have  been  better  that  they  had  ended  their  days  at  once  upon  a 
gibbet.  When  wc  confider  the  great  diftance  between  this  fet- 
tlement  and  Great-Britain;  the  danger  which  muft  be  encoun¬ 
tered  by  the  veffels  that  are  fent  thither ;  the  length  of  time  be¬ 
fore  agriculture  can  be  brought  to  any  degree  of  perfedion,  in 
a  foil  hitherto  neglected ;  and  the  untra(^ble  difpoiition  of  the 
natives,  who  feeni  unwilling  to  enter  into  friendfhip,  or  to  hold 
any  intercourfe  with  Europeans;  we  have  every  reafon  to  appre¬ 
hend  that  the  fcheme  of  an  eftablifhment  here,  however  plaufiblc 
it  might  have  appeared  in  theory,  muft  at  length  be  abandoned. 
Should  this  be  the  cafe,  '  , 

THE  SANDWICH  ISLES 

might,  perhaps,  with  more  fuccefs  be  employed  for  this  purpofe. 
The  mildnefs  of  their  climate,  their  fituation,  tlie  happy  difpo- 
fition  of  the  natives,  and  their  abounding  with  efculent  fruit- 
trees,  all  feem  favourable  for  a  colony ;  and  as  the  fur  trade,  in 
the  north-weft  coaft  of  America,  is  now  become  an  object  of 
commercial  attention,  they  might  be  converted  into  a  repofitory 
of  mcfchandife  proper  for  carrying  it  on,  and  ferve,-  at  the  fame 
time,  as  a  place  of  (belter  in  the  winter  (eafon  to  thofe  (hips  en¬ 
gaged  in  it.  From  the  account  given  us  of  the  inhabitants,  if 
appears  that  they  might  be  eafily  civilifed ;  and  as  the  foil  is 
luxurious,  many  of  the  animals  and  produdiions  of  Europe  might 
be  naturalifed  in  them  ;  a  regular  intercourfe  might  be  eftabliihed 
between .  this  fettlement  and  our  fedlory  at  Canton,  and  fuch 
meafures  purfued  as  would  fecure  it  from  being  diftrefled  for 
provifions,  or  fuch  necelfaries  as  might  be  requifite. 

All  ideas  of  a  counter-revolution  ieem  now  to  have  vaniflieJ. 
The  ICingV>f  Sardinia  and  the  Emperor  have  prudently  declined 
interfering  with  the  National  AlTcmbly;  and  while 


FRANCE 
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is  cftabliftilng  its  new  conftitution  on  the  folid  balls  of  jufticci 
humanity,  and  public  virtue, 

GREAT  BRITAIN 

appears  to  be  finking  ftill  deeper  and  doeper  into  venality,  cor¬ 
ruption,  and  profligacy  of  manners.  Every  feffions  at  the  Old- 
Bailey  prefents  us  with  fome  melancholy  inftance  of  depravity,' 
which  tends  to  confirm  the  truth  of  this  obfervation.  Deftitutc 
of  a  proper  police,  which  an  Englifliman,  who  often  miftakes  li- 
centioufhefs  for  liberty,  would  think  perhaps  contrary  to  thofc 
ideas  of  freedom  he  has  imbibed  from  his  infancy,  our  ftreets 
fwarm  with  unhappy  females,  who,  excluded  from  honell  fociety, 
live  by  the  wages  of  proftitution ;  our  public  places  abound  witli 
(harpers  and  pickpockets,  who  aflume  the  drefs  and  appearance 
of  gentlemen,  the  better  to  carry  on  their  depredations;  and  va¬ 
grants  and  impollors  of  every  defeription  exercife  their  decep¬ 
tions  with  impunity.  The  moll  flagrant  violations  of  decency 
and  decorum  are  daily  committed,  in  the  fight  of  thofe  who,  by 
tne  duties  of  their  office,  ought  to  exert  themfelves  in  fuppreffing 
every  thing  that  tends  to  promote  idlenefs,  and,  its  natural  con- 
lequences,  vice  and  immorality ;  and  feenes,  calculated  not  only 
todebafe  the  heart,  but  to  vitiate  the  tafte,  are  every  where  ex- 
pofed  to  the  eyes  of  the  rifing  generation.  That  nothing  may  be 
wanting  to  complete  the  picture,  the  prailice  of 

BOXING, 

(lifgnlceful  to  a  civilifed  country,  is  both  tolerated  and  encou¬ 
raged.  In  the  early  ages  of  the  Roman  empire  fuperftition  gave 
rile  to  a  bloody  practice  of  the  like  kind,  which  in  the  end  be¬ 
came  an  indlfpenfable  amufement  to  the  lower  clalTes  of  the  peo¬ 
ple.  ^diles,  praetors,  quxftors,"confuls,  eitiperorsj  and  even 
priefts,  who  wilhed  to  become  popular,  exhibited  (hews  of  gla¬ 
diators  ;  and  fhe  rage  for  this  horrid  amufement  increafed  at 
length  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  princes  themfelves  appeared  as  actors 
in  it*.  We  do  not  wifti  to  draw  a  parallel  between  this  country 
^prefent,  and  Rome  in  its  decline ;  but  the  following  verfes  are 
fo  applicable  to  the  fpirit  difplayed  on  the  occafion  of  a  late  con- 
teft,  between  two  noted  pugilills,  with  whofe  names  we  will  not 
ilifgracc  thefe  pages,  that  we  cannot  help  quoting  them : 

»  Cum  interca  rumor  venit 

Datum  tri  gladiator es^  pop  ulus  crsnvoht^ 
y umultuantur^  claTnant^  pugnant  de  loco. 

mifehievous  tendency  of  meetings  of  this  kind  mull  bet)b- 
^lous ;  they  promote  idlenefs  and  intoxication  among  the  lower 
^s;  and,  by  di veiling  the  mind  of  that  feeling  which  cha- 

♦  Cominodus  appeared  publicly  as  a  gladiator. 

railerifcs 
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to  To  the  Authors  of  the  Engltjh  Review* 

nu^rifes  polKhed  fociety,  tend  to  render  mankind,  and  particu¬ 
larly  the  ignorant  part  of  them,  brutal,  favage,  and  ferocious. 
When  they  draw  the  tradefman  from  his  fliop,  the  fervant  from 
his  labour,  and  the  peer  from  his  duty,  it  is  high  time  that  a  flop 
ihould  be  put  to  them.  But  while  they  are  patronifed  by  men 
of  rank;  while  gentlemen  demean  themfelves  by  mixing  in  them; 
while  thofc  who,  by  their  ftation,  give  the  ten^  not  only  to  fa- 
ihions,  but  to  public  manners,  refort  to  fuch  exhibitions ;  and 
while  the  magiftrates  wink  at  what  pafles ;  fatire  may  level  its 
ftiafts  in  vain,  and  moralifts  may  difclaim  without  any  advan- 
tage  to  the  caufe  which  they  efpoufe. 


Wc  know  of  no  other  Apology  we  can  make  to  Mr.  Pickbourn 
than  infertin^  his  JLetter  at  full  length. 


than  inferting  his  Letter  at  full  length. 

To  the  Authors  of  the  English  Review. 
Gentlemertj 

/N  the  Enghjh  Review  for  fjovemher  a  mijiaie  has  efcaped  your 
notiesy  whichy  I  do  not  doubty  your  well-known  candour ^ywlll  in* 
duceyou  to  rectify  in  your  next  publication.  In  the  account  hf  my  Dif- 
frtation  on  the  Englijh  Verb^  p.  345,  you  fayy  *  As  to  the  puzzle  of 
.  *  cdl  foreigners^  (hall  and  will,  we  are  left  as  much  in  the  dark  as  ever, 
*  Mr*  Pickbourn  fays  they  mean  the  fame  thing ;  and  then  obfervet 
•  that  /A/ difference  is  more  properly  modal  than  temporal.  Yet  furely 
•  this  is  not  the  fame  thing.* 

If  you  look  at  my  Differtatioriy  p*  73,  you  will  find  my  exprefs  words 
♦  (hall  and  will  always  mean  the  fame  time.  The  difference^ 
*  therefor Sy  betw*en  the  exprefftons  compounded  with  (hall,  and  thofe 
*  compounded  with  will,  is  more  properly  modal  than  temporal.*  Had 
,  you  not  inadvertently  fubfiituted  the  word  THING  for  the  word  TIME, 
y&ur  remark  Surely  this  is  not  the  fame  thing* )y  would  have  been 
fuitbout  foundation. — I  anty  Gentlemeny 

Your  obedienty  humble  fervanty 

Hackney y  Jan.  18,1791.  James  Pickbourn 


ERRATA  in  our  Review  for  December. 

PagC457»  line  13  from  the  bottom,  for  Ofixi.  read  Orfeni. 

461,  7,  for  Le  L<ingleSf  read  Mr.  Langlcs. 

Ibid,  13  from  the  l^tcom,  for  care^  read  eafe. 

Page  464,  line  1 4  from  the  bottom;  for  Bayer* s  Mufeum  Linicum,  rea 
Bayer  s  Mufeum  Sinicum. 


Qapt  MearsV  Voyage,  and  many  ether  •valuable  Articles^  for  tivant 
room  this  month,  •will  appear  in  the  Englifh  Review  for  Febroary. 


^  ConUnunications  for  The  English  Review  are  requefted 
hefent  /#  Mr.  Murray,  No.  3a,  Fleet-ftreet,  London;  where  Su 
jerihers  for  this  Monthly  P erf ormame  are  refpeQfully  defired  to' give 
their  Karnes, 
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